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For M A’R CH, ».1764, ; 
HSHISISSSSSSSSSSSSSSR SS SHS 
The Hebrew) Text of the: parallel Prophecies of Facob, and 4 af f, 
relating to ‘e Twelve Tribes ; ree: ranflat aah, 
. Notes: and the various Lections of near Forty MSS. “To which 
are added, 1. The Samaritan- Arabic Verfien'’ of thofe Paffages, 
and part of another Arabic Verfion made from the Samaritan Text, 

~ neither of which have been before printed.» 2.°A Map of the 
Land of Promife. . 3..dn- Appendix, containing Four Differtas 
tions- on Points conneéted with the Subjet? of thefe Prophecies. 
By D.,Durell, B.D. Principal of Hertford College. Qxe - 
ford, Clarendon Prefs,, gto. 10s. 6d. fewed. Rivington. . 


. E_ have frequently had occafion to exprefs it as out he 
/* nion, that the moft important and effeétual method of 
recominieriding revealed religion, and‘ of fupporting its repyta~ 
tion among fenfible and intelligent perfons, is by explaining the 
facred Writings, clearing; up the datk paflages> that occyr’in 
them, and reprefenting them ing fair and explicit manner., For 
this reafon, it is with pleafure we fee fo many..of the moft learn 
edof our Clergy, engage with fo much fpirit in carrying gn this 
arduous byt neceffary work.’ Their names deferve to be men- 
tioned with honour, whilft every attempt in this veful fervice, 
ought tobe received, at leaft, with the greateft candour: and we 
cannot help expreffing our ¢oricefn, ‘that any difcouragements 
fhould be thrown in their way, from the. pride and bigotry of 
fome, or the envy and ignorance of others, For ourfelyes 
we efteém it:our duty and our.honour, to {peak with the hi heft 
refpect of fuch worthy endeavours, and, to give them all the 
countenance jin our power.) te fo (nies rage 


In the performance before us, our learned Author difcovers a 
confiderable acquaintance with Oriental’ learning, and ad 
Vor. XXX; M 07 " judgme: 











162 Durecy on the Hebrew Text of 


judgment in the application of it. Some of the Notes may, 


perhaps, ‘be thought rather too minute; in general, they are 
ufeful and judicious. 


As a fpecimen of the tranflation, we give the firft ten verfes 
of the forty-ninth chapter of Genefis. 


* ay And Jacob called unto his-fons, and faid, gather-your- 
félvés' together, that'l may tell you what fhall befall you in the 
Jaft days. 


‘ 2. Gather.yourfelves together, and hear ye fons of Jacob, 
= hearken unto Ifrael your father. 


© 3. Ruben thou art my firft-born, my: might, and the be- 
seining of my ftrength, 

‘ 4. Superior in dignity and fuperior in violence, thou haft 
been as unftable as the waters, thou fhalt not be fuperior ; ; be- 
ay thou wenteft\up to thy father’s bed: then by going up 

ue thou defile my couch, TaN 


‘ 5. Simeon and Levi. are, bretberen : they have executed 
their violent ftratagems. | 


<6. O mysfoul enter not: inte their council ;. in their aflem- 
bly, mine honour, be not.united with them / . for. in.their anger 
re, flew men ; ; and in their wilfulnefs they extirpated a Chief. 


. Curfed be their anger for 7# was fierce; and their wrath 
fo it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob and fcatter them 
in Ifrael. 


+ &. Thou art Jadoaile TUDAR thy bretheren will PRAISE 
thee; thy hand jhall be on the back of thine enemies; the fons 
of. thy father thal] fall down to thee, 


“16g. Judah thou art a lion’s whelp, thou didh bring + my 
fon. fron being a prey: he ftooped down, he couched as a lion, 
and: as adionefs :. who fhall rouze him up? 


© 10. The fcepter fhall nog depart from the land’of Judah, 
nor a leader from her ftandards, beforé he come who belengeth 
to hers ; and him hall the nations obey.” 


ote this we fubjoin fome fpecimens, from the Notes. 


> Wet..4. Superior in dignity andifuperior in violence.}. ¢ The 
verb 4" fignifying primarily to-ftretch beyond the-ufual. bounds, 
istifed fo figuratively for adding, advancing, &c. ...1 follow 
#ioft of the ancient verfions in confidering the two words "yP 
in this place as adjectives, and this.may be juftihed by other 
- places, ; Vid. Efth: vi, 6: Prov. xvii. 7.4. The word ty, being 
. wed: indifferent!y ina; good or bad fenfe, I apprehend the latter 
-e§ fem: fuits the context better ; becaufe Jacob in; the ao 
wor 
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word feproves his fon, and as it were ‘paffes fentence uport hiin 3 
and in ver. 7. the fame word is joined to the anger for which 
the two next fons are condemned.’ Though ‘our Tranflator 
limits the word fy to-the“idea: of vielence, yet it does not fo, 
clearly appear that Reuben was fiperior in violence as he was in 
dignity and powéf in cofifequence of being the firft-born: we 
are therefore inclined to give the preference to the ¢ommon vere 
fion, as more agreeable to the ufual fignification of -the word. 


Ver, 5. They have executed their violent firatagems, ot \itérally 
the violence of their firatagems, Biny3° pan] * Tris tat wita 
occurring only in this place, has much divided the expofitors : 
of all thé interpretations of it, that of habitations: is the Jeaft 
juftifiable; for there is no fufficient authority for that fignifica: 
tion, which, at'beft, makes but a bad fenfe«The denfe oof 


freords given to it, is borrowed frotwthe Chald. yerinp>> which 
‘the Rabbins, who mix all forts of languages with cheir own, 


having evidently adopted from ‘the Greek pa elpa; it cannot 
for that redfon be admitted..°Te Clerc tranflaves: it afiances, 
ftom the Chaldee’ root, whieh is'a much better fenfe) «as ittint 
timates, that the promifes of marriage to which they had af- 
fented, were the cloak of their cruelty, Dr. Calteld tonténds 


for the fignification of counféls”, . 


Out Authar, by the authority of feveral MSS, refetred to at 


‘thé bottont 6f the page, fabftirutes:y9> inftedd of #9 theread- 


> 


ing of our prévefit printed copies.’ The fenfe te gives) fo othe 


‘paflage is thuch better than that in our verfion; and more a 


ableto the oripihal: At the fame time it may be-db¥erved,::that 
the Words 4té capable of a very tolerable interprétacion: without 


‘any alteration in the printed text, and without havihg recoiitfe 
‘to the Arabic for the fenfe of the word egrypaaex oo Phe tetm 


is, indeed, ‘One of the arak Afyomsvws in the préfentdorm of) it : 


‘but may it not hatutally enough be derived from yQx%owhich. in 


Hebtew figiifies, to fe, and then the fenfe of the paflage may 


be inftravtents of violence ate the wares thiy deal im! Bar this is 
‘only offered as aconje@ure. bot enh sud C3 


fithifitation 


r 


Ver. 6. They extirpated a Chief.] * The primary 


_of the verb 4>y is that which is here given. It is tifed'in ‘a {e- 


tondary fenfe for boughing horfes or cattle; heiicé maby render 
this place, they houghed an ox; while others’ prefet the fenfe of 
pulling down a wall; for 9\27 abftractedly confidéred, “may jufti- 
fy either interpretation: But as Dr. Taylor Was obferved, in 
his Concordance, neither appears from the hiftery,; on. the cor- 
traty, they preferved and feized upon the oxen. Uf the\grammar 
will but beat it, adds the Doétor, the belt fenfe, I apprehend, 
is, in their felf-will they extirpated a Prince. ‘They flew the fub- 

inet ode 53 atl i: jo, 
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ject, and-extirpated the Prince’s family. That “tt, and not 
my’, is the ufual term for a Prince or Chief is-well known: but 
asthe verb “yy? fignifies to have power, ,as a King or Chief, one 
might expect to find the participle "\v’, or the derivative 5 iy», 
ufed as the appellative for the perfon vetted with, that power; 
the firft-fignifies.only an enemy ;- but the latter, befides the fig- 
nification-it, has in common with the firft, is ufed alfo for Chief 
or Principal, ;as I think may be proved from two inftances, viz, 
Ifaiah xxviii. and 25. and Hofea xii. and 12.’. We apprehend 
few will doubt of the juftice of our Author’s criticifm, and’ the 
gropricty of his rendering in this place. | 


*, Ver: 8. Thow art indeed Fudab.} ‘ In our verfion the pro- 
nouhs KY and “wry are fupplied, and 4 is omitted ; which is 
not fo well, asthe words may be conveniently rendered literally. 
To the fubftantive verb, which :muft neceflarily -be.fupplied, I 
have added the adverb, indeed, and diftinguifhed the word praife 
by different characters, in order to convey by. it fome faint idea ~ 
ef the paronomafia of the original.” The force of the Hebrew 
is not to be difcerned in apy tranflation, becaufe the allufion be- 
tween the proper name jy} and the verb in Hiphil 4") is to- 
tally loft in Englifh. | | ar 


Ver. 9. O Fudab thou art a lion’s whelp, thou didft bring up 
mp fem from being a prey.|_ Mr. Durell has a long note of four 
or-five'pages in fupport of this verfion, to which we muft refer 
the Reader, as it is impoffible for-us to tran{cribe it... - But after 
confidering it with attention, we cannot help preferring our own 
verfion. Enallages complained of, are extremely. well a- 
dapted to the:dignity of Poetry, and the obfcurity,of Prophecy. 
The words; we apprehend, cannot be made to -fuit..with. our 
Tranflator’s interpretation. 47) is not a proper,;term to ex- 
prefs Jofeph’s being ftarved todeath in a.pit, _Jyudah’s advice 
to:fell Jofeph, rather than leave him, to perifh there, fees. té 
-have proceeded from avarice rather than compaflion ; ~ for ,before 
he faw the Ifhmalite Merchants.he had confented with the reft 
to put him to death. It was Ruben alone who prevented them > 
from killing him, with their own hands, and {trove to deliver 
him fafe to his father: if ever therefore Jacob knew the whole 
ftory, (which it is moft likely he never did) he would not have 
commended Judah for his behaviour, and have been filent about 
that of Ruben. | " , 


Ver. 10. The fceptre fall not depart from the land of Fudab, 
nor a leader from her fiandard, before he come wha.velongeth to her, 
Fe.) *-Mr. Durell examines all the parts of this celebrated verfe 
with great-attention and accuracy. ‘ The word which is ren- 


~ dered Shris: ix our verfion, is written.in the Hebrew text mydys, 


bix in the Samaritan yz"; -the latter is fupported by the beft 
authoritk s 
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authorities, This word muft be either a proper name, an “i 
lative, or a pronoun. Some Advocates for the forme? reading 
tel] us, it isone of the names of the Meffiah, but without any 
evidence or authority. 


‘ 6 The fenfe of this word, as an appellative, is next to be con- 
fidered. ‘Thofe who fay, that >» fignifies his fm ine. Ju- 
dah’s, from (1 Jit, the Secundines, ufe a very. bold metonymy, 
and take too great a liberty in adding one letter, and altering 
another. In the fame clafs may be ranked thole who would 
read here MDW’, Le that Jhould be fent, in conformity to the Vul- 
pate: for the agreement of the Samaritans with the Jews in the 
_fame final letter, makes the plaufibility of that conjecture va- 
nifh. Others, who deriving *1yy from ;Y8', t2 be quiet, rén- 
der it the peaceable one, or ees {peak with greater pro- 
bability, but do‘not fatisfactorily. account for the infertion ’ of 
the’. The ‘fod is fuppofed by fome to have been miftaken for 
Vau, and ;{‘1y is according to them the participle of the fame 
verb, and in the fame fenfe as the laft mentioned. | But the MSS. 
contradict that fuppofition ; and to me it appears probable, that 
the later Jews imagining the word was one of the nameésof ‘the 
Meffiah, have added the» to diftinguifh it from the town Syl, 


© The confidering y’_as compounded of pronouns may be 
fubje& to fewer objections. It is well known, that the infepa- 
rable relative pronoun ¢%, as it may be connected with any 
part of fpeech, fo may it likewife with another pronoun. And 
as Judah the antecedent is feminine, fo muft therefore be the 
relative and demonftrative pronouns. Hence it follows, that 
though yy, like wy, is imperfonal and undeclinable,, 4 mult 
be the Dative cafe of x97; and both united together fignify li- 
terally, HE WHO Is FOR HER, Or HE WHO belongeth TO HER, 
i.e. (as we may more fully explain it-from the context‘ind the 
ss THAT MOST EMINENT! PERSON whom Providence has 
ordained to be a4 NATIVE OF -THE LAND OF JUDAH, AND OF 
THE LINEAGE OF THAT PATRIARCH. -— °° 


Upon the whole, it is probable, that the word Shiloh, confi- 
dered as one of the titles of the Meffiah, not to bé found in any 
other part of Scripture, nor in any of the oldeft Interpreters or Com- 
mentators on this place, is entirely a Ma/oretic invention; and 
a corruption of the text: and:-that the true meaning iby pocogs- 
ing to the fenfe of Qakeloe tie pctualem Targum, the Sep- 
tuagint, and all the beft'and dldeft authorities, be who belongeth 
to ber, meaning the land of Judah ; Or he to whem it belongs, or 
for whom it is reerweds meaning the. fceptre before mentioned, 
Our Reatlers’ will; ‘perti4ps, be. pleafed to compare the para- 
phrafe of Onkelos with the bes account; we therefore fub- 

— ~~ join 
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join it. “ There fhall never be wanting a Ruler out iP the boufe ¢ i 
a 


Fudah, nor a Chief Fudge out of bis fon’s fons, until hah Sh 
come, to wham the Hagen belongs, and. A, nations ‘halt 
obey him,” 


Weare fenfible, that it is not in our power, in this manner, 
to do full juftice to the merit of this work; to have done that 
it would hive been neceflary to have made much larger éxtraéts 
than the limits of our Review would admit :° we muft thetefore 
content ourfelves with recommending it to the attention of the 
Learned ; and with expreffing our hopes, that the good work 
of’ elucidating the facred text, will go on with increafing fuccefS, 


S. 


i 


hear oF 
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Conglufion . of Mr. Anderfon’s. Hiforical and Chronological Deduce 
- ' tom of Commerce. See-our laft Month's Review, ) 


'N order to fulfil our promile,. ‘of prefenting our Readers with 

a chronological feries, extracted from this Author, of the 
moft remarkable inventions and tranfa&tions relative to Com- 
merce, we.fhal) ep back to. the beginning of. the thitteenth 
century, ‘ during which new funds or materials for Commerce 
were gradually Springing up in different parts. of Europe ; vi 
maritime cities were foupded. and money became gradually nto 
plentiful, “Yet notwith{tanding the finery and gaiety amor 
the Baronage introduced by the Holy War, which ended pi, 
with the clofe of this century, the wounds of E. TOPS, by the 


yaft lofs. of both, men and wealth in that ‘aanatie bos. WET 
now, and ‘long after, forely felt.’ 


sak + The. republic of Pifa: affumed the ovecigaty of he 
» Neighbouring feas, which they foon loft to the Genoefe.>+ 
The Kings of France were without fhips or fea+ports.+s 
Antwerp fortified, and feveral citzes founded in Holland 
and Flanders.—Aftronomy:and {Saegraphy. brought into 
Europe by the Moors of Barbary.--Charters granted to 
féveral towns in England. e 

1204 The Danes enriched by. a vaft herring-fifher} on the coaft 
of ‘Schonen. —~Where Amiterdam now ftan St there was 
énly: fihall caftle ang d villag 

1205 The word Parliament firtt sted, d.. And the Conamoris were 
admitted, at this time, ‘tho’ not regularly seprefented, 

1208 bore s firft free Charter, for shesting. heirs own. Magi 

rates 

1209 Venice gains the Silk-manufaQuy fro peace, ‘ery 

ay: London Bridge built of ‘ftone, uf pa Poe A * WO 

1215 Magna Charta figned, : avy er, tee Pepe Tee 


1223 
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5223 Whieat at 1]. 16s. of our money per quarter. 

1228 Yarmouth becomes.confiderable for its fhery. aon 

1234 Freth-herring pafties good for Kings. Straw ufed for the 
King’s bed. . | 

1237 Water conyeyed ia leaden pipes to London, through Ty- 
burn fields. | Si inate 

1240 England miferably drained of its money by the Popes, to 
the amount of 120,0001. pet annum of eur modérn-mo- 


ney, equal in point of expence of living to 726,0001!' jr’ 


our days. 


i246 Wheat fold for 25. per quartet, i.e. Gs. of our money. 


—Moft of the houfes of London covered with thatch. | 
1248 A company of Wool-merchants fettled in London. : 
1250 Norwich becomes confiderable. © 
1253 Some fine linen made in England. ’ ! 
1262 The petty Kings of Ireland own thernfelves vaffals to thé’ 
Englifh rown. : 
1266 Cities and Boroughs firft reprefented in Parliamedit. ; 
1268 The annual cuftoms paid’at the Port of Lorid6n amounted’ 
to littlé more than. 20061. of our money. 
1274. THe firft commercial tréaty between England and Flanders, 
1275 Loridon lends the Crown 16,6061. of our thoterm money. 
1279 The fatnous Moit-inain Ad paffed in “Parfiament—Th¥ 
_ Italians were at this tinie thé Coiners of Englifh money. ’ 
1283 The Englith Parliament conftituted of Knights, Citizens, 
and Burgefles, as well as of Lords fpirituial and temporal.’ 
But the B eprefentisives of ‘citiéS and towns fat in a cham 
ber €patate from the Barotis arid Knights.” Yet feverat 
counties had no parliament-towns. 
1285 Murders, robberies, riots, and burhing of houfes very 
frequent in England.—London’s Water-conduits com- 


' eated. 
1295. Pitt inftance of Letters of Marque and Reprifal. 
1296 ae ‘in Yorkfhire, founded and fortified, by King Eds 
_ ward I. , ) | 
1297 Firft mention of the office of Admiral of the Eqglifi feas:’ 
1299 Fine Earthen-ware invented in‘ Italy, —Speétacles,—anf 
etn, I Ne ae yo Beater 
1300 From this time to 1500, the erchandife of’ the Eaft- 
Indies'was brought into Eutope by way’ of thé ‘REA-fe2° 
and ‘the Nile, ahd fometinies “Up the Euphrates, and by’ 
Caravans to Aleppe.~T he; V enetians ‘alone had the art 
of making looking-glafles,—Some few clocks were ufed 
in Iealy.In the yowne.of ance, Germany, ad Eng- 
land, they bad fcasce any. but tgehed H es ; "dnd the 
fame might be faid of the poorer towns it Italy. And al- 
though thofe countries were over-run with w they 
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liad not as yet léaried to guard apainft the cold by the 
means of chimneys, [the kitchen’ excepted] an invention 
fo ufeful and ornamental to our medern apartments. The 
cuftom then was, for the whole family to fit in the mid dle 
of a ftnotky hall; round’ a large ftove, the ‘funnel of 
which paffed through the cieling. : 


¢ Lafflamma (fays Voltaire) who wrote in the fourteenth 
Cetitury, complains, that frugality and fimplicity had given way 
to luxury. He thérefore regrets the times of the Emperor Fre- 
erick Barbarofla, of the twelfth century, and of the Emperor 
Frederick II, of the thirtéenth century, when in Milan, the 
capital of Lombardy, they eat Acfh-meat but three times in a week. 
— Wine was very eh | had no idea of wax-candlés, 
find even thofe of tallow were deemed luxuty: infomuich, that 
even the better fort of. people ufed {plinters of wood inftead of 
candles, —T hey wore woollen fhirts.—<The moft confiderable 
citizens gave not above a hundred livres for their daughter’s por- 
tions: But now, fays Laflamma, we wear linen.—The woihett 
drefs iri filk gowns, fome of which aré embroidered with gold 
irid filver, and they have two thoufand livres for their portions, 
atid have their ears adorned with gold pendants. — Table-linen 
was very fcarce in England.—Wine was fold only by Apothe- 
caries as a cordial.—Private men’s houfes were all of wood in 
Paris as well asin London. It was reckoned a kihd of luxu 
to tide in a two-wheeled cart ih thé ill-paved and dirty ftreets 
of Patis, it being forbidden to citizens wives by Philip the Fair. 
Lei no ohe prefume (fays an edi& of Charles VI.) to treat with 
imbre than a foop and two difhes.—The ufé of filver knives and 
fotks; fpoonss and cups, was 4 great piece of luxury.—Money 
was exceeding {carce in many parts of Italy, and ‘much more if 
France, in the twelfth, thirteenth, ahd fourteenth centuries. 
The Florentines and Lombards, who were then the only people 
that catried on any, trade in France and England, together with 
the Jéws thelr Brokers, ufually extorted 26 per cent. for the in- 
tereft of: money, Great wfury is the infallible fizn of public 
poverty. Yet it was quité otherwifé with the great trading cities 
of Italy; where alorie the people enjoyed conveniency and opu- 
lence; whilft the people ef the northern parts of Europe, and 
alfo of. Spain, had only barbarous feudal cuftoms, uncertains 
tuitiulttious, and fuperititious witchcrafts, &c.”. 


vo Pour reen ta Cewrury, - 

1304 Mariner's Compafs invented by an Italian, and improved 
~, Bythé Poftugueft aiid Engliff : “by which a yoyage could 
., », bepetforined if ‘thtee months; which beforé'todk ‘tip three 
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1703 The Swifs republic firft formed, 


1304 The firft inftance- of the: maritime thieng th-of the Hol- 
landers.’ Forty:mena fufficient complement for the larg-" 


eft thips of war. , 

1305 The city of Louvain in Flanders, with the olimidht vil- 
lages, was faid to contain above a hundred. ee thou- 
fand Journeymen-weayers.. 

1306 Money fo fearce, that one fhilling, equal fo-thiee ofours, 
per day, defrayed the go ‘of a oe Pate in “a with 
a Chaplain and two feryants. . 

1307 Bills of Exchange firft in ufe. 

1308 Firft commercial treaty: between England and ‘Portugal, 
and likewife England ‘and Spain. 

1316 England trades to-Norway; Brabant, and Bretagne. 

1320 Gold firft began to be coined im Chriftendom. ' : 

1323 Ships from Genoaj ‘Sicily,:and:Venice come to England ; 
but no Englifh thips yet traded to the Mediterranean, 

1325 England’s firft-treaty os commerce with Venice, 

1326 Firft mention of two Admirals in England. 

1327 Trades incorporated in London,—Ireland affords fet: aor 
matter fer commercial hiftor 

1328 Southampton becomes rp $1 derable port.) » »* Dei 

1330 Gunpowder ‘invented by a Monk of Cologn. 

1331 King Edward III. refolves ‘to :promote':a? P woollen -manu- 
fa&tury in England: and to this end brings feventy fami- 
lies of Walloons into England.—Cuftoms-of :the Port of 
London amount to enol. of our modern money. 

1336 The Genoefe import Eaft-India commodities into Eng- 
land.—T wo Brabant Weavers fetde at York; with the 
King’s protection ; as it may prove, faid the King; of great 
benefit to us and our fubjects. 

1337 Laws enacted for encouraging the woollen manufacture 
in Englandi—Holland gains part of ‘the: faid manufacture 
from Flanders and Brabant. 

1338 Edward III. feizes the tin and wool i in England, and fells 
itin Flanders, in order to pay hisarmy. - 

1339 Looms fet up in Briftol for woollen cloth. — Copper coins 
introduced into Scotland and Ireland. ~The. Cinque-Ports 
guard the fea-coafts, in lieu of all taxes,:o.c:'2" 

1340 The Parliament grants the King thirty tHowfand facks of 
‘wool.—Venice, Genoa, arid: Spain, ‘hiv the largeft fhips 
in Chriftendom.—-Poland shad. no >filver coin. Oxford 
Contained thirty thoufand Students, (| «©: | 

1342 Amfterdam becomes cohfiderable:+-Wool fs. fold per tb. 


for is.. 3d. 2 of our: ‘invoney: ‘Shrephhie wee acare tha 
beft price. 


2344 | 























nae Mt 


170 | Anperson’s Hiflerical and Chronological 


1344 Ireland hathfome fhipping.—Gold firft coined in Eng- 
land.——T he ifland of Madeira diicevered, 


1346 Four great guns firft ufed by the Englifh in the battle of 


Crefly.—Holbourn a bad deep road, a atoll paid at the 
Bars for repairing it. 

1347 Seven hundred and thirty-eight Englith thips, twenty 
men to each fhip on an average, employed in the fiege of 
Calais.—-Y armouth has more fhipping than any port in 
England.. Doubtful whether London is to be excepted. 
mi 4 Stephen’s chapel, the prefent Houle of Commons, 
built. 

1348 Notwich eminent in the worfted manufa&ture,—Great, 
peftilence at Norwich and Yarmouth, and at Florence in 
Italy.—French Fafhians introduced into England. 

1350 The Englith going to the Jubilee at Rome, drain Eng- 
Jand of money.— The Turks get footing in Europe. 

1351 Foreign Weavers numerous in London.—Groats and Half 
Groats the largett filver coin.—Spaniatds permitted to fith 
on the Englith coafts, | 

¥352 No trade from England to the Mediterranean. 

1353 The Strand not built. —A little village at Charing-Crofs, 
—Gauging of wines, &c. introduced. 

1354 a from England to the value of £. 2945184 


mported during the faid year 38,970 
The Balance multiplied by 3,. is, in modern 
money, | 765,644 


Our only Exports were wool, fells, coarfe cloths, with 
fome jeather.—Iron made in England from the time of 


the Romans, now firft forbid to be exported, - 
6355 Parismow a large city, tho’ not fo ancient as London. 


1350 The Germanic Conftitution eftablifhed by the Golden 


Bull. 

1357. Caals firft exported from Newcaftle to London. sallies. 
ring-Fair at Yarmouth. 

£360 Italy'rich, and’ France poor.—Leather money coined in 
the latter. 


_ ¥362. Law-pleadings enacted to bein Englifh.- 


1363 Eight fumptuary laws paffed in one feflion of Parliament. 


4265 ary: of. Lancathire fo poor, they could not afford to. 


fend: any: Members of Parliament. 

367 A chavbanal Citizens in Genoa appear in robes of filk, at 
cy.» the Pope's public entry..into that city. 
I 368 Toll paid to Denmark from fhips pee pend the: Gound. - 
ol Tbefrft Clock-makers: ini Eng 

BF7 t: Donmage and: Poundage firk: jasdin LinEoglond, 
ng Briftol becomes large and populons. ie fed 
23%5 The common working people in England ftill in flavery- ; 
137 
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£376 Woollen cloth made in Ireland. 
1379 London has many woods and copfes round it. 


1380 The city of*Louvain lofes its manufaéture, by ‘an infur- 
seGtion of the Journeymen Weavers; © 


1381 Firft A@ of Navigation made in England. | 
5386 Acompany of Linen-weavers eftabl in London. 
1387 Firft Admiral of all England, 


1390 Coarfe cloths made at eR Pee Navigational 
binding Englifh Merchants to freight in on Englith 
fhips, 

1391 Playing Cards invented: in: Franée for the King’s armafes 
ment.—-T wo Crowns of gold, fet: with ‘precious ftones, 
with fome rich bala imported into caer ftom 


Lucea. 

1393 Canary ifles difcovered: 3 n 

1397 The gilling and picklin ‘of heintage paciaats which be 
fore were all falted and dried for red-hervin 

4399 Foreign woollen ‘cloth firt ' probibived: in Bogen “At 
— fhip at Newcaftle:of 200 tons! 


Firrsenti. Century. 


*: Thotgh fuch was the igtiorince of this‘age,”(fays our Au 
thor) that learning’ was’ looked on as'a fort oF erely y» and there 
were Bifhops who did riot kiiow their a aa >, infomuch, ° that 


in their fubfcriptions to fynodal'aéts, ty om ag words are 
to be found, namely, as / cannet read my ‘bath ‘ub 


feribed for més—or, (as my Lord Biybop es ite Binjlp, at 


bis requeft T have fibjeribil x yet many vifible traces ‘are to be 
difcerned of the increafe of real knowlege; cities and toyens be- 
came more populous, and there were many Peni eee 


and improvements. 

1401 Wickliffe fpreads his dodtrines i in England, since 

1403 Henry JV, concludes treaties of peace and commerce 4 
tween England and Caftile, anders, Portugaj, and 


France, 


1405 Great guns firft ufed j in England at the fiege of Berwick 

1407 Guild-Hall built as it now ftands: an inftance of the 
vealth of, Londen.at thattime. 

1410 ch oil colours, invented tn x Bruges Tbe arts of 


. architegfure, carving, grav e sovnees inte 
glafs, naming the ng: ee Re ane 4 aking watch~ 


= Slocks, ane sci {pread by the Netheclandets in 
Halt Pee Bf give to the \ alae ‘ost tie 
of bur 


ey ds alive. » [This pasticular 
QUE | Author. ine SONS, 49, the eternal. infamy, of thofe 
times ; 


oo 
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times ; as perfecution is ever repugnant to ‘thelifteedom 
of COMMEINEs aS. well as true Chriftianity’; and: celigious 

oe, aid .civik Liberty. is. all that.is. worth rational men’s :con- 
tending fori in this world. ]——Few large townsin the re Wel 
of England, compared tothe prefent time. «o>. 

1415 The. Fnglith, fith ‘for cod on the coaft of Iceland. 

1416 Henry V. pays fubfidies to German Princes.’ 4 | 

4417 Paper, made of, Jinen-rags. invented, “aeebrding i to fome 

¢.. «Authors... «4; | 

1418 Gunpowder made in England. 

14 at: i pe from Sicily planted-in Madeira. —Brges the 

reateft Emporium in Europe. 

Aaa | ‘otal. revenue of England 5557541... 

1424 Scotland has a confiderable Herring fithery. sai(Rrbe-ano- 
fonty prohibited.—River Lee made navigable. 

1427 , Wolyes: not, yet extinpated from Scotland. 

1430 Rife of the city of Glafgow...._ 

4436 Coventry eminent for die woollen and cap manufactures, 

1440 The art of Printing invented... | 

1445 Leaden-Hall firft erected for a public granary. 

1448 The Vatican Library at Rome founded. 

1455 A Swedith fhip of a thoufand tons comes to. zee 
Some filk manufaéture carried on by women in ee ) 

1458 A ruby of 214 carats brought into. England. _ a Engi 
merchant-fhip trades to the Levant feas. 

1460 Alum mines firft found in Italy; tho’ it was known to 
the: ancient. Greeks and Romans.—Engraving and Etch- 
ing i ipeates in Italy; and, Sonfequencly, ‘Tolling prefs 


rinti 

sbi Reoul nt: Pofts eftablifhed i in France. 

¥470 So Pactitne was England of any naval power, that the 
Hanfe-Confederacy compelled Edward IV. to make peace 
upon advantageous terms for them. 

1494 The ftreets of Canterbuty, Southampton, ah and 

wily <Citencefter, paved. 

1482 Amfterdam firft furrounded with a brick-wall, | 

148% Intereft of money at Ten per Cent. 

#485°Henry VII. ‘inftitutes the Yéomen of the Guard. he 
Portuguefe difcover the Cape of Good Hopée.— Water 

-» <“! Conduits brought into feveral cities of England. 

1487 The fall of Bruges, and the rife of Antwerp. and Am- 
fterdam.- 

£488°"Woollen cloth not to’ be exported till fully drett.: 


1489 Scarlet-dying very dear, till Cochineal was peer d from 


México; ' the’ “Cochineal 487 now. well- 
oo nowt ora a adeabid, Sahih diaws? ite fubfiftence 


3 fromia fhrub having sr redith fap. Abbott UHR en wen 








~~" |e. 
See 























——— ee 


— 


= ” 











Dedu€tion of the Origin of Commerce, 473 


firft-brought into England Geographical or Cofmographi- 
ek aE 

1492 The Exp f gors from Spain, spives.rife to. 

"7 piratical States, of _Barbary.—England firft, crade¢.to te 

rocco.—T he. important difcovery of the American world. 

1494 Algebra firft known inEurope, fy) 

1496 The firft Englifh law for the relief of impotent Beggars. 

1500° The Portuguefe make, a fecond voyage to the Eaft-Indies. 
—The firft ufe of Hops m malt liquorsvis.aferibed to. this 
century. lw tala te SbC ety IA RER os 


Sixteenta Century. —% 
I oh) a eee als ab 
1501 Venice fupplies Europe with Eaft-Indian merchandife, 
till the Portuguefe imported it by the Cape of Good Hope. 
1503 Laws:made in Scotland to “promote Induftry and. Com- 
merce Sen oa found out by a Venetian, ~_ 
1505 The firft Shilling coined in England.—Portugal monopo- 
. lizes the cinnamon trade. : ee Sees TM 
1508 The French firft fail up the river St. Cawrence.—Gold, 
cotton, fugar, ginger, imported from the ‘Wett-Indies to 
Spain: and Negroe-flaves exported from Africa’ to Ammé- 
rica. ver e 
509 Very few ftone or brick buildings in ‘England.—No fal- 
» Jads, carrots, turneps, or cabbages, but what were brought 
from the Netherlands, i iM BEGGICORA 22). 4 > a 


ry 


a conquered, and ‘the Havannah fettled 


151r The ifland of Cu 

“iby the Spaniards. 0 eR me dag 
B5I2 A fhip of a thoufand’ tons built at Woolwich. ‘Kirig 
Henry ,the VITIth,” firit” eftablifhes, 2’ permanent. Navy- 
royal, a Navy-office, fy Docks, Yards, Wharfs, Store- 
houfes, &c. — Tri hity-F sufe-Corporations” of Fondon, 
Hull, and New es efe ed, for regulating Pilots, Bed- 
cons, Light-houfes, Bio s, &c.—The fiver of Plata in 
South-America difcovered. 9° 


1513 An Englifh Conful firft eftablifhed in the ifle of Scio,: the 
ancient Chios, = ' et ret ~ 
1514 Stone cannon-bullets ftill'in ufe.  * 
1516 Madrid but an obfcure village. —An Englifh voyage along 
the coaft of South-America. — a eee 
1517 The, Newfoundland Fifhery commences.—The Reforma- 
tion of Religion commences in many parts of Europe, 
and proved greatly, beneficial to Commerce. 
1518 ‘A fhameful riot at London, occafioned by Englith preju- 
dine againft foreigners. “« eh Tt he te ee 
(519° The firft voyage round the Globe, by Magellan, through 
the Stréights of his name.—-Spain Tofes“her woollen ma- 
cae 9, 7° ens eee "* ©. nufacture, 
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"1840 Chesry-trees firft planted in England. 
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\ puifaétdrey Which fhe has fot’ been’ able to regdin'to this 


day. i 
¥520 The firlt exaet stoptaphiea! Ma of England, © «| 
#1 Mufquets fir brought into ufe.—Spice-iflands: poffeffed 
” by the’ Portuguefe.—France firft gains a filk-manufaure. 
—Venice, Lyons, and Gerfoa, the richéft dies \in Eu- 
1g ote toc: 15 4 Pots 16 sve! ws mred lh @5.; 
4922 An Enplifi Conful at Candia, ancient Crete, 9° + 
1923' The Engliffi are confefledly Matters at fea, < ! — 
1524 Soap firft made at London, which had been made before 
at Briftol.— The Spaniards conquer the kingdom of Peru. 
Turkeys, carps, hops, pickeril, and beer, 


hI Came into England, all-iti'one year, 


1326 Briftol trades to the Canary, ifles ‘for fugar. 


£526 The firlt voyage from New-Spain to the Molucea iffandl. 


1530 AnEnglith fhip trades to Guinea and Brazil, 
1531 A terrible earthquake at Lifbon, overthrows fifteen ‘hut'- 
dred houfes, and many chirches.—The famous Exchange 
built at Antwerp. oes oye heen 
1533 Hemp.and flax ordered by ftatute to be fown in England. 
' Currants firft planted in England. 5 on 
1534 Holborn and Southwark firft.paved. 


1535 Brafs cannon firft made in England. | j f 


1536 Wales incorporated with Engiand. or 
1537. Hallifax. in .Yorkthire commences its woollen manufac- 
—. eh» ab 


1539 Six hundred and forty-three monafteries, ninety ¢olleges 


two thoufand three hundred and feventy-four ¢hantries 
and free chapels, and one hundred and tei hofpitats, fup- 
effed in England and Wales. | oh 
1543 Firft Englifh ftatute concerning Bankrupts.—Pins made 
sie tn England ; before which the Ladies as A Wee 
1544 Chefhire and Chefter firft reprefented in, Parliament, 
The town of Cambridge firlt paved. 7 
1545 The mines of Potofi difcovered,. and improved by. the dif- 
covery of Quickfilver.—The firft French fhip of war 
carrying 2 hundred brafs cannon, yet not near fo large 
thofe of modern times. : Rie singh : 
1546 All laws againft ufury repealed, and Intéréft of money 
fixed at Ten per Cent. : . 
1547 lron cannon firft. made in. England.—Silk ftdckings firft 
‘worn by the French King. _s Tate 
4549. King Edward. VIth encourages foreign Proteftants to fet- 
tle in England, viz. Walloons, Germans, French, Ita- 
lians,. Polanders, and Switzers ; who mueh advanted ma- 
nufactures 
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nufactures and trade.--A-congregation of Proteftant Spa 
niards in London.—Improvements of land made by In- 
clofures, which occafioned Ket’s rebellion. .. 
1550 0 bullets firft ited. ew The Portuguefe. fick. trade to: 
; apan, | . 
1552 Hops and Saffron planted i in’ England,—No. Tavems but 
ih cities and towns; and thofe limited to a.certain, number. 
1553 Spain pays.a thoufand pounds annually, for leave, to fith 


on the Irifh coaft.—Firft Englifh attempt.fora‘North- 


Eaft Paflage’to. China. Sir Hugh Willow frozen to 
death in Lapland.—The W hale- thes di icoyered, 

1554 The Ruffia Comp pany Arf ‘firft ‘incorpora ed 

i 55 stoi periiahs law obliging’ ery parith to mend their own 
roads. », 

557 Glafs firft made’ in En Nand” a pe ok. 
i Amfterdam riext to A eijery th Comieret. “Pi Inf 
ance on ‘met¢handife at fea*<* ~~ 

I S6i Queen Elizabeth wears the firft pair of knit‘filk: flockings. : 
EUs | Coppet" tnine, and ‘Lapis Calaminaris, found in Cum- 
berland,—A Licence granted f for exporting graitt, ‘which 
encourages hufbandry. 

1563 The Rag: Comipaniy ferids' Agents to the Court of Per- 
fia— The firft compulfory Jaw for the relief of ‘the Poor. 
—A law to promote Shipping, and encourage Matiners. 
—Knives firft made in England. 

1565 Two new projects ‘in England for making Brimftone and 
Oil. —Wire-drawing by a mill, firft introduced into Eng- 
land, 

1566 Wales and Shrewfbury have a confiderable woollen ma- 
nufacture. 

1567 Perfecution in the Netherlands drives seople into Eng- 
land, who introduce the manufaéture of hayes, fayes, &c. 

atthe old Ro yal-Exchange built in London. 

I 568 Perfecution of the Proteftants in France, drives fone ‘of 

them into England.” 

1569 The. art of Italian Accounts, or Book-keeping by double 
Entry, firft publifhed in England. 

1570 The rife of the Dutch republic. 

1571 Pelt Ean mee in En agin, . . 

1573 Keepin effion of Ireland’ very expenhve to En land. 

1577 W Watches fir brought into, En Pind from Getiianiy 

1578 The ufe of whalebone hot ee known, but the oil only. 
—Firlt treaty between ; Englind and' the States-General’ of 
the Netherlands, 

1579 Union of the Seven Provinces of the Nether ‘lands. —Sey 


; 


cond voyage round the world, by Drake. 200 


1§80 Norwich becomes more populous by the perfecuted Ne- 
therlanders 
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», therlanders fettling: ingit.>+The firft coach . ufed’ in-Eng. 
i Jand by the Earl of Arundel, . tobi se 
1581 Turkey Company: crectédsec 0) 220 soir ye : 
1582 Queen Elizabeth Corsdfponds with the Grand Seignior, 
in order to eftablifh a Commerce with his domjnions. —~ 
“Phe Artichoak,:the:Mutk-rofe, the Apricot, feveral forts 
) of Plumbs,: divers ‘kitids.of Flowers, particularly Tulips, 
iu firft planted about this time in England; . but no Peaches 
1.0r Neariness': ticad i aint sft no 
r58 3. Firft propofal of fettling a colony in America, : 

We would have proceeded in -our chronological: feries, but 
that the limits of our, Review will not well permit one article to 
be extended fo far: and* becaufe we have already~ inferted- fo 
much as, we apprehend, is fufficient to give our Readers a pro- 
per; tho’ not adequate, idea of the defign and execution of ‘our 
Author’s work. An intelligent Enquirer ‘May, receive from it 
the fulleft.information of the feyeral fteps and degrees by ‘which 
modern Sjusope hath arifen to its prefent ftate, out.of the ruins 
of ancient Europe. and by. maich Cartat ritain, from, being 
no better than a great ek “inhabited by. a few tribes of 
Savages, ,hath attained. to its prefent populoufnefls and prof- 
perity, and arifen to be the. moft opulent and’ potent: king- 
dom in, Europe. This work the Author properly ‘dedicates to 
the noble arid worthy Society, forthe Encouragement of Arts, 
Manufa@turesy and Commerce, in the following terms, 


¢ My Lords and Géntletnen, Mi. ebb 

.. The profeffed intention of your fociety fufficiently juftifies 
my infcribing to you a work which has fo near a relation to the 
great and. good purpofes of your noble inftitution.. “The ifluftri- 
ous catalogue of Contributors for the promoting ofa plan fo 
extenfively ufeful, founded upon principles the moft gerierous, 
benevolent,..and difinterefted, reflects equal honour ‘on this age 
and nation. ‘The falutary effects of a {cheme fo well concerted, 
are already fenfibly felt; and pofterity will one day have abun- 
dant reafon‘to blefs the names of thofe who gave birth to what 
will then have naturalized to the Britifh empire in America eve- 
ry excellence of product, manufa¢ture, or improvement ; , whil 

at the fame,time; it will_have fecured for themfelves at home, 
whatever before,was wanting to compleat our fuperiority ovet 
the reft of the commercial world. Permit me to exprefs m 





ardent wifhes for yur increafing luftre, and to fubféribe myfelf, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
B. rer your moft. obedient’ and 
; very humble Servant, | | 
: ee 5. oe el tr A. AnpERsons' 
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The Roman Hiflory, from the Building of Rome to the Ruin of 
the Commonwealth. TIlluftrated with Maps and other Plates: 
Fol. Ul. ByN.Hooke, Efg;. Concluded. See Review for Feb. 


U R laft account of the Hiftory before us coticluded with 

the ufurpation of Sylla; an ulurgation of a very extraof- 
dinary nature, Deine made under the fpecious fanction of law, 
which gave him, as Perpetual Dictator, a full and abfolute power 
over the lives and fortunes of his fellow Citizens; Well might 
our Hiftorian obferve, that it was Harder to conceive howd law, 
fo Contrary to the very effence of civil fociety, fhould ever be 
propofed, than that it fhould pafs at this junéture without op= 
pofition. , 


In faét, daily experinces convince us, that there is nothing 
fo contrary to common fenfe, fo repugnant to the principles of 
juftice, freedom, and humanity, but what will pafs at certain 
junctures, when the infatuation of party-rage has turned the 
giddy brains of the unthinking multitude. How often have the 
people of this country rifked their lives to oppofe tyranny and 
oppreffion in one'man, and have afterwards given a legal fanc- 
tion to that fame tyranny in another ! 


It is not meafures, but perfons, whichi are the objects of vul- 
gar concern; and it will ever be in the power of bold ambitious 
Leaders to ride the people, by perfuading them; that they are 
in danger of being ridden. » Asthey are ignorant of the reality, 
or diftance of their danger, they are eafily taught to believe, 
that it is great and imminent; and in the heighth of their cre- 
dulity and timidity, they place.an implicit and unbounded con- 
fidence in thofe from whom they expect their deliverance. Thus 
it happens, that, in every revolution, the bulk of the people do 
but change their mafters. 


But with regard to the ufurpation of Sylla, as it took place 
by very extraordinary means, fo it énded in the moft extraordi- 
nary manner, as is particu'arly fet forth in the eighth book of 
this Hiftory, which comprizes the time from the year 671, when 
Sylla was created Perpetual Dictator, to the commencement of 
the firft Triumvirate, formed in the end of 693. 


Sylla, after having filled Rome with flaughter; that he might 
be able to make a fafe retreat from public life, laid the founda= 
tion of an Ariftoeracy in the Roman State, by fuch ordinances 
as, upon his abdication of the Dictatorfhip, would Jeave all au- 
thority. and power in the hands of the Senate; taking efpecial 
Care, at the fame time, that the Senate fhould confift wholly of 
his own creatures. His firft ftep to the execution of his de- 


fign, was a refufal of the people’s offer to continue him in the 
Rev. Mar. 1764. N Confulfhip. 
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Confulfhip. He caufed his old friend P. Servilius Vatia, and 


Appius Claudius Pulcher, to be ele&ted Confuls. And now, to. 


the great aftonifhment of the public, Sylla, in the higheft for- 
tune to which any mortal had ever attained, and in pofleffion of 
the moft extenfive defpotifm, refigned, of his own mere mo- 
tion, and without the leaft compulfion from. any quarter, the 


reins of government to the new Confuls, and retired from pub- 
lic life. 


The ceremony of his abdication paffed in the calmeft manner 
pofible. He came to the Forum with his Li€ors and guards,, 
mounted the roftra, and from thence declared to the people af- 


fembled, that he abdicated the Ditatorfhip, and was ready to 
give an account of his Adminifiration to any perfon who fhould re- 
quire it of him. He then came down, difmifled his Lictors and’: 


guards, and, accompanied only with a {mall number of friends, 
walked ferenely up and down the Forum, every body ftruck 


with amazement, and fcarce believing the teftimony of their _ 


own eyes. He received no affront, no mark of difrefpe&, but 
from one young man: this youth not only attacked him with 
injurious language, while in the Forum, but, with repeated in- 


fults and reproaches, followed him quite to his houfe. Sylla’ 
{eemed undifturbed ; he only faid, as he entered the door, The: 


behaviour of this young fellow will hinder any man, who may here- 


after be in the flation which I have held, from ever entertaining the 
thoughts. of quitting it. 


He retired to his country-houfe at Cumz, where he abandon- 
ed himfelf to pleafure. In the midft of his banquetings and de- 
baucheries he was feized with an horrible diftemper, called the 
loufy difeafe; his entrails were corrupted, and his flefh was full 
of vermin; the multitude and rapid propagation of which ren- 
dered fruitlefs all the pains that could be taken to make him 
clean, by bathing and rubbing him, and continually changing 
his linen. Inthis miferable condition, to divert his thoughts as 
much as poffible from it, he had recourfe to bufinefs. ‘Ten days. 
before his death, being informed that the people of Puteoli, in: 
his neighbourhood, were at variance among themfelyes, he drew 
up:a body of bye-laws for their better government. 


A few days before his death he compofed his own epitaph, 
wherein we may read, not only his true charaéter, but a fatif- 
factory aniwer to that queftion, How could Sylla after fo many 
murders, and other violences, ‘relinquifh with#fafety the fove- 
reign power? ‘The epitaph was in fubftance to this effect ; that 
Ne man had ever outdone him, either in obliging ‘his friends, or i” 
av nging bimfelfon bis enemies. 


Some think that Sylla’s abdicating the Dittatorfhip, infallibly 
: 3 4 proved 














| 











Hooxe’s Roman Hiftory, Vol. itt. i 19 


proved that ambition was not his predominant paffion, ahd that 
he had feized the fovereign power only to make fure of his Re- 
venge. ‘This vindictive fpirit continued with him to the laft, as 
appears by his treatment of Granius, the chief Magiftrate of, 
Puteoli. A certain tax had been impofed on all the cities for 
the reparation of the Capitol. Granius had received the con 
tributions of his fellow Citizens, but deferred paying in the 
money, imagining he fhould be able to retain it for his own ufe, 
in cafe Sylla died foon. Sylla informed of this, and enraged at 
the infolence of 4 man who built hopes upon the profpeéct of his 
fpeedy death, fent for him, and caufed him to be ftrangled’ in 
his prefence. The anger and violent agitation he was in, on 
this occafion, broke an impofthame within him: -he-threw up a 
vaft quantity of black and corrupted blood, and died the night 
following, through extremity of pain, having concluded all the 
acts of his life with a ftroke of dear revenge. 


This laft a& of Sylla’s gives us a moft horrid idea both of his 
inhuman difpofition, and of the difordered conftitution of Rome 
at thattime. That Sylla, to attain abfolute:fovereignty, ‘and to 
fupport himfelf in his ill-gotten power, fhould commit. the 
fhocking maflacres and barbarities which ftained his Di€tator. 
fhip, is not fo aftonifhing, as that, when reduced to the cha- 
racter of a private man, he fhould offer fuch. violence to humas 
nity and the laws of his country, as to facrifice one of the chief 
Magiftrates on fo flight a provocation. 


The unfuccefsful attempt of Lepidus to imitate Sylla—The 
war of Sertorius in Spain—The war of Spartacus the Gladia‘or 


~-With the rife and progrefs of Craflus and Pompey, form: the 
contents of the enfuing chapters. 


The fixth chapter treats of the confecration of the Capitol— 
The war againft the Cretans—The war againft the Pisates— 
And the Gabinian and Manilian Jaws in favour of Pompey. 


The feventh and eighth chapters relate to the -occafion and 
commencement of the fecond and third Mithridatic »wars ;. the 
laft of which was cartied on by L. Licinius Lucullus, in the 
year 687, and continued under the condu@t of » Pompey to 
the death of Mithridates, in 690. In our laft, we made the 


_ Reader acquainted with the early hiftory of this unfortunate 


Prince; and’ the following account of his deplorable exit, af- 
fords the moft moving pi€ture of the diftrefs to which pride 
and ambition feldom fail to reduce their Votaries. 


Mithridates carrying on the war with ill fuccefs in his own 
dominions, and feeing treafons multiply around him, formed 
the defperate refolution of marching into Italy, and there at- 
tacking the Romans, as Hannibal had done, ar their own doors. 
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But this enterprize, containing.a march of above two thoufand 
miles, the very thought of it fo terrified the army, that, to-avoid 
it, they confpired againft him, and made his fon Pharnaces their 
King. Mithridates had always diftinguifhed this fon as his fa- 
vourite, and intended him for his fucceflor. © : 


‘ The King, informed of what was in agitation, fent fome 
of his guards to feize the Prince; but he gained over thefe fol- 
diers to join him in the confpiracy: into which, by remon- 
ftrances: and promifes, he eafily brought likewife the Roman 
deferters, who were encamped without the walls of Pantica- 
peum. ‘The Prince found no greater difficulty in gaining the 
foldiers of the other camps ; and at the head of this multitude 
of rebels he prefented himfelf before the place at day-break. 


~ © The city foon followed the example of the camps. . Some 
Officers, whom the King had:fent to enquire the caufe of the 
fhouts he heard, having gone over with their foldiers to Phar- 
nacés, the inhabitants prefently opened the gates to the Prince : 
fo that the King was reduced to fhut himfelf up in the citadel. 
From thence he fent.to afk the mutineers what: their demands 
were: they anfwered with extreme infolence, ** We demand 
that-Pharnaces fhould be our King. We want.a young King, 
not an old one, governed by eunuchs, and who makes known 
his power only by cruclties to his. Generals, his friends, and 
even his children.” *. 


¢ Mithridates came out, in order to {peak in perfon to them; 
but the foldiers who attended him, thinking it would be beft for 
themfelves to follow the ftream, offered their fervices to the re- 
bels. The Roman deferters, proud of their number and ftrength, 
and ever at the head of the rebel crew, made anfwer to this of- 
fer of the foldiers, ** hat it would not be accepted, unlefs they 
firft gave fome fignal proof of their zeal.” And at the fame 
time they pointed to Mithridates. In fo great extremity, the 
King had no choice but to return into the fort, which he did not 
effect without great difficulty, having had his horfe killed under 
him. At the fame inftant the whole multitude of the revolted 
proclaimed Pharnaces. King; and, for want of a diadem, my 
bound about his head a broad fillet of Egyptian paper, whic 
fomebody had taken out of a neighbouring temple. 


¢ Mithridates, who from a tower faw all that paffed, fent 
many times to afk his life of his fon, with: permiffion to retire. 
But as noneof his meflengers returned, and he found he muft 
die, he made this prayer: ‘** O ye Gods, the avengers of fathers, 
if it be true that you exift, and if there be juftice in heaven, 
grant that Pharnaces may, one day, hear his fentence of death. 
pronounced by his children.” He then called fome of his Offi- 
3 : cers 
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cers and guards, who had hitherto continued faithful to him, 
and, having praifed their generofity, ordered them to repair to 
the new King; after which he retired into his apartment, dif- 
tributed poifon to his wives, concubines, and daughters, and 
took a dofe of it himfelf: this not operating upon him, he had 
recourfe to his fword; but failing to give himfelf fuch a wound 
as was fufficient to do the bufinefs, he called to him a Gallic 
Officer (who, at the head of fome of the rebels, had forced 
the walls of the caftle;) ‘* Brave foldier, you did me great 
fervices at the time you fought under me. You will do mea 

reater now than ever, if you will fave me from the fhame of 
falling alive into the hands of the Romans, and being led by 
them intriumph.” The Gau! complied with his defire, 


© Such was the end of Mithridatés ; whom Cicero ftiles the 
greateft of Kings after Alexander. He was, fays Velleius, a 
very great Prince, fometimes by his fortune, always by his mag- 
nanimity ; a General in council and defign, a Soldier in exe- 
cution, and, for hatred to Rome, another Hannibal. It is 
agreed, that he was a very extraordinary perfon, both for the 
ereatnefs of his fpirit, and the endowments of his mind: and 
that he was learned in all the learning of thofe times; and it is 
afirmed, that of twenty-two nations under his command, he 
could fpeak to every one in their own proper language. Other 
of his accomplifhments have been already mentioned. But that 
he was inhuman, unnatural ia his difpleafure, a monfter of 
cruelty (not to mention the maffacre in cold blood of eighty 
thoufand Italians fettled in Afia); is manifeft from his murdering 
his mother and his brother, and from the great number of his 
fons, and of his friends and followers, whom at. feveral times, 
and often on very flight occafions, he had put to death. He 
lived feventy-two years, fixty of which he reigned.’ 


The ninth chapter introduces us to the acquaintance of Ci- 
cero, who was now Conful, and of whofe political character 
our Hiftorian, with good reafon, feems to entertain an unfa- 
yourable opinion. On this occafion, however, Mr: Hooke, as 
we premifed in our laft, has offended againft his own excellent 
maxim; and has prefaced the account of Cicero’s actions with 
2defcription of his chara&ter. He takes him up from:his birth, 
and leads him ftep by ftep to the Confulfhip. In:this progrefs, 
fome ftrikigg inftances of the inconfiftency of Cicero’s condu& are 
produced ; and. from the authorities cited, and the reflections 
fuperadded by our Hiftorian, the. Reader cannot be otherwife 
than prejudiced againft Cicero, as a Patriot at leaft, before he 
is brought on the political ftage. 


But his moral and religious character likewife undergo the fe- 
wereft fcrutiny; and, in one of the Notes, our Hiftorian ob- 
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ferves, that the very learned Author of the Divine Legation, has 
produced probable evidence, that Cicero did not believe the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, in any fenfe that could make him die with a 
better hope, than a man who believes its mortality. The Note 
then proceeds thus—* The feveral and various charaéters he fuf- 
tained in his life and writings, habituated him to feign and dif- 
femble his opinions. He may be confidered as an Orator, a 
Statefman, a Philofopher; characters all equally perfonated ; 
and no one more the real man than the other; but each of them 
taken up and laid down for the occafion. This appears from 
the numerous inconfiftencies we find in him throughout the 
courfe ef his fuftaining them.—Nor under one and the fame 
charaGer, or at one and the fame time, is he more confiftent.-- - 
In a word, he laughed at the opinions of State, when he was 
among Philofophers; he laughed at the doétrines of the Philo- 
fophers, when he was cajoling an aflembly; and he laughed 
heartily at both, when withdrawn among his friends in a cor- 
ner. If it be afked then, in which of his writings we can 
have any reafonable affurance of his true fentiments? The re- 





- ply is, {carce in any but his Epiftles. It is only in his Epiftles 


to his friends, where we fee the Man divefted of the Politician, 
the Sophift, and the Advocate; and there he profeffes his difbehef 
of a future State of Rewards and Punifhments, in the frankeft and 
freeft manner,’ 


It is not always, however, that we can depend on Cicero’s 
fincerity in his Epiftles ; for even there, he fometimes varies 
his fentiments according te the principles of his Correfpondents. 
Some inftances of thefe feveral inconfiflencies in Cicero’s cha- 
racter are produced, which our limits will not allow us to tran- 
{ctibe. We chufe likewife to fupprefs many curious anecdotes 
which occur in our Hiftorian’s account of Cicero’s progrefs ta 
the higheft honoyrs of the Commonwealth ; becaufe we pre- 
fume, that the circumftances of his life are not ynknown to the 
greateft part.of our Readers. 


We cannot omit, however, taking notice of fome particulars 
in the account of Marcus Portius Cato’s early character, which, 
we believe, are not fo generally known. “ It is faid of Cato, 
that from his infancy he difcovered, by his fpeech, his counte- 
nance, and even his childifh {ports and recreations, an inflexi- 
bility of mind; for he would force himfelf to go through with 
whatever he had undertaken, though the tafk was ill fuited te 
his ftrength, He was rough toward thofe that flattered him, 
and quite untractable when threatened; was rarely feen ta 
laugh, or even to fmile; not eafily provoked to anger, but, if 


_once incenfed, hard to be pacified. 
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« Sylla, having had a friendfhip with the father of Cato, fent (4 
often for him and his brother, and talked familiarly with them, 
Cato, who. was then about fourteen years of age, feeing the e 
heads of great men brought thither, and obferving the fighs of ies 
thofe that were prefent, afked his Preceptor, ‘* Why does no- 
body kill this man ?”—** Becaufe, feid the other, he is feared 
more than he is hated.” The boy replied, ** Why then did 
not you give me a fword, when you brought me hither, that I fi 


a DO A 


a 


might have ftabbed him, and freed my country from this 2 
flavery@” 
To increafé his bodily ftrength, he inured himfelf to fuffer 


: the extremes of heat and cold; and ufed to make journies on 

: foot and bare-headed, in all feafons. When he was fick, pa- 

tience and abftinence were his only remedies: he fhut himfelf 

up, and would fee nobody till he was well. ‘Though remarka- 

bly fober in the beginning of his life, making it his rule to drink 

but once after fupper, and then retire, he infenfibly contracted a ‘ 
habit of drinking more freely, and of fitting at table till morn- 

ing. Czfar wrote, that Cato was once found dead drunk at the 

corner of a ftreet, by a great number of people, who were go- . 
ing early in the-morning to the levee of fome great man; and 

that when, by uncovering hisace, they perceived who it was, 

they blufhed for fhame. ‘ You would have thought, added 

: ‘Czfar, that Cato had found them drunk, not they him.” 


The relation of Czfar’s a€tions likewife is prefaced with an 
account of his character: and it-is eafy to:perceive, not only 
from the fumming up of his character, but from many curfory 
| reflections, that Czefar is our Hiftorian’s favourite Hero. He 
fpeaks of him as of one ‘ of the firft clafs of Nobles, a Rake 
in his early years, and a Spendthrift, but remarkably brave and 
intrepid, magnanimous, polite, eloquent, generous, liberal even | 
to profufion.’ It would be too much, perhaps, to fay that Cz- | 
far did not deferve this charaCter, but we could wifh that it had 
not been anticipated : and we can by no means admit of the 
apology for this anticipation. ‘ It feemed proper, fays our Hif- 
torian, to give this fhort fummary. For it may be obferved, ; 
that almoft all the modern Writers on this fubjeét have endea- ¥ 
| voured, in imitation of fome of the antients, to prepoffefs their 
Readers with the moft unfavourable opinion of Czfar’s heart 
and defigns, ‘before he makes his appearance upon the ftage in 
the great fcenes of action.” “To this it may be anfwered, that 
if it is blameable (as it certainly is) in modern Writers to pre- 
poflefs their Readers with unfavourable prejudices, it is equally I 
culpable to prepoflefs them with a partial bias, by means.of a 
favourable preface f anh , ey Rel , 
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enter on the particulars of the famous confpiracy which they 
formed againft the Liberties of their country, and which, as is 
generally fuppofed, was defeated by the vigilance and fpirit of 
Cicero, then Conful. The circumftances of Cicero’s conduct 
towards the difcovery and fuppreffion of this dangerous attempt, 
are related with great clearnefs and precifion, and form a moft 
curious and entertaining relation. Indeed, this whole chapter 
is replete with interefting events, which are illuftrated by fo 
many judicious criticifms, as cannot fail to command our at- 
tention. We wifh that our limits would allow us to give the 
Reacer a fatisfaGiory abftrac& of the critical enquiry into Fiat 
merit in the fuppreffing of this confpiracy, in which his fuccefs, 
taking the fum of the evidence together, appears to have been 
rather owing to good fortune, than political fkill. Not to men- 
tion, that he broke through the Jaws of the Commonwealth, 
in pytting feveral of the Confpirators to death without the form 
of a trial. 


The tenth chapter relates the fpirited conduct of Czfar in his 
Pretorfhip, At this time feveral perfons of diftin€tion weve 
brought to a formal trial for being aflociates with Cataline. 
Among thefe, the moft remarkable was P. Sylla, whofe defence 
Cicero undertook, and procured his acquittal. We are inform- 
ed in a Note, that about the time of this trial, Cicero bought a 
houfe of M, Craffus, which coft him near thirty ‘thoufand 
pounds, and feems to have been one of the nobleft in Rome. 
A, Gellius tells us, that having refolved to buy the houfe, and 
wanting money to pay for it, he borrowed jt privately of his 
Client Sylla, when he was under profecution; but the ftory 
taking wind, and being charged upon him, he denied both the 
borrowing and the defign of purchafing ; yet foon after bought 
the houfe; and when he was reproached with the denial of it, 
replied, only Jaughing, that they muft be fools to imagine, that, 
when he had refolyed to buy, he wauld raife competitors for the 
purchafe, by proclaiming it. The truth is, and what he does 
not diffemble, that he borrowed part of the money to pay for it 
at fix per Cent, and fays meriily upon it, that he was now fo 
plunged in debt, as to be ready for 4 plot; but that the Cony 
{pirators would not trufthim, He raifed, indeed, fome cenfure 
upon his yanity, for purchafing fo expenfive a houfe with bor- 
rowed money. This is a piece of vanity, however, which the 
wifer moderns cannot be accufed of; for, inflead of borrowing 
money of their friends, they build on the ftock of their Tradef- 


men, 
In this‘chapter we have an account of the horrkd profanation 


of the myfteries of the Good Goddefs, by P, Clodius’: Tt likes 
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wife informs us-of Pompey’s arrival from Afia; and clofes with 
an account of his {plendid triumph. , 


The breach of the union of the Senate with the Knights, 
which was formed in 690, is thefubject of the enfuing chapter. 
It likewife contains an interefting detail of the {cheme.formed 
by Clodius, to revenge himfelf on Cicero, for having appeared 
a witnefs againft him-at his trial for impiety. To effectuate his 
malice, Clodius was obliged to folicit the Tribunefhip; but be- 
ing of Patrician family, he was incapable of that office, unlefs 
he could make himfelf a Plebeian, by means of an adoption in- 
to fome Plebeian family, which could not be done without the 
fuffrage of the people, whofe .confent he procured. Cicero af- 
fected to treat the efforts of Clodius with contempt, but they 
neverthelefs gave him real uneafinefs within, and made him 
unite himfelf more clofely to Pompey, for the benefit of his 
protection againft the impending ftorm. In the midft of thefe 
tranfactions Julius Cafar returned from Spain, with great fame, 
both for his military and political atchievements. 


The ninth, and, what is to be regretted, the laft book of 
this excellent Hiftory, includes the tranfactions from the end of 
the year 693, when that triple league between Craflus, Pompey, 
and Czfar, which is called the firft Triumvirate, was formed, 
to the beginning of the civil war in the year 704. 7 


The firft chapter records the acts of the Triumvirate during 
Cefar’s Confulfhip. In the fecond, Clodius, now made Tri- 
bune of the people, diftrefles Cicero, who, being deferted by 
thofe from whom he expeéted fupport, is conftrained to go into 
banifhment. To obtain this end, the Tribune provided a fpe-= 
cial law, which imported, that whoever had taken the life of a 
Citizen uncondemned, and without a trial, fhould be prohibited 
from fire and water. The putting -Cataline’s accomplices to 
death, though not done by Cicero’s fingle authority, but by a 
general vote of the Senate, and after a folemn hearing and de- 
bate, was judged to be illegal, and contrary.to the liberties of 
the people; and Cicero, fays our Hiftorian, ‘ though not named 
in the law, was the criminal manifeftly, marked out by it. 
Terrified, amazed, half out.of his wits, he inftantly changed 
his habit, and, as if he.had been actually impeached, appeared 
about the ftreets in a fordid or mourning gown, to excite the 
compaffion of the people: whilft Clodius contrived to meet and 
infult him at every turn; reproaching him with his meannefs 
of fpjrit, and unmanly dejection. Some of the populace even 
pelted him with dirt and ftones’:, but. he foon gathered friends 
about.him, to fecure him from fuch infults, the whole body of 
the Knights, and the young Nobility, to the number of twenty 
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thoufand, with young Craflus at their head; who all changed 
their habit, and perpetually attended him, to implore the pro, 
tection and affiftance of the people.’ 


No man ever bore areverfe of fortune with lefs firmnefs than 
Cicero. He had neither the prudence to avoid making enemies, 
nor yet the courage to withftand them. During his banifhment, 
he betrayed a fpirit the moft abjeé&t and pufillanimous. ‘ His 
letters were generally filled with fuch lamentable expreffions of 
gtief and defpair, that his beft friends, and even his wife, was 
forced to admonifh him fometimes, to roufe his courage, and 
remember his former character.’ 


Our Hiftorian’s refleGtions on Cicero’s reftoration from exile, 
are. perfectly juft. The Senate having poftponed all bufinefs, 
till they had voted Cicero’s recall ; Doétor Middleton takes oc- 
cafion, from this circumftance among others, to expatiate on 
the importance and dignity of Cicero’s charaéter, in ave 
pompous and florid ftrain. To which our Hiftorian ver 
fhrewdly replies, in the words of Bayle. *‘ Moft certainly this 
fhining piece of oratory n’a rien de folide. ‘The fa was plainly 
this: the fame Triumvirs, who, to punifh Cicero’s inconti+ 
nence of fpeech, gave him up to the fury of his enemy, and 
fuffered him to be banifhed, did now call him home again, to 
punifh the infalence of Clodius, who affected an indepe 
on thofe who had hitherto been his fupport.’ “The relation of 
the dreadful riots and diforders excited by Clodius, after Cice- 
ro’s recall, clofes this chapter. 


In the chapter enfuing, we find an account of the debates 
and contefts in the Senate, about reftoring Ptolemy King of 
Egypt.—Likewife a detail of the civil feuds and contefts, oc» 
coluead by the refentment of Clodius againft Pompey.—With 
the oppofition that the Tribune Cato made to the electionof 
new Confuls; which occafioned the government to fall into an 
Interregnum. 


The next chapter contains'a curious defcription of Pompey’s 
theatre, which was much celebrated by the antients, for itt 
grandeur and magnificence. ‘ The plan was taken from the 
theatre of Mytilene, but greatly enlarged, fo as to receive com- 
modioufly forty thoufand people. It was furrounded by a por- 
tico to fhelter the company in bad weather, and had a curia of 
fenate-houfe annexed to it; with a bafilica alfo, or grand hall, 
proper for the fitting. of Judges, or any other public bufinefs: 
which were all finifed at Pompey’s coft; and adorned with a 
great number of images of men and women, famed for fomé- 
thing very remarkable or prodigious in their lives and characters. 
Atticus undertook the care of placing all ‘thefe dtatues is net 

ic 























Cee ee ee 


* fe ce 


ew ee 














Hooke’s Roman Hiftory, Vol. Tl. 187 


which Pompey charged Cicero with his thanks to him. What 
made this fabric the more furprizing and fplendid, was a beau- 
tiful temple, ereéted at one end of it, to Venus the Conquerefs ; 
and fo contrived, that the feats of the theatre might ferve as 
ftairs to the temple. This was defigned, it is faid, to avoid 
the reproach of making fo vaft an expence for the mere ufe of 
luxury; the temple being fo placed, that thofe who came to 
the fhews, might feem to come. to worfhip the Goddefs. At 
the folemnity of this dedication, Pompey entertained the people 
with the moft magnificent fhews, which had ever been exhibited 
in Rome: in the theatre, were ftage-plays, prizes of mufic, 
wreftlings, and all kinds of bodily exercife: in the circus, the 
horfe-races, and huntings of wild beafts for five days fucceffively, 
in which five hundred lions were killed; on the laft day, twenty 
elephants, whofe lamentable howling, when mortally wounded, 
raifed fuch a commiferation in the multitude, from a vulgar no- 
tion of their great fenfe and love to man, that it deftroyed the 
whole diverfion of the fhew, and drew curfes' upon Pompey 
himfelf for being the author of fo much cruelty. So true it is, 
what Cicero obierves of this kind of prodigality, that there is 
no real dignity or lafting honour in it; that it fatiates while it 
pleafes, and is forgotten as foon as itis over. It gives us, how- 
ever, a gcnuine idea of the wealth and grandeur of thofe prin- 
cipal fubje&ts of Rome, who, from their private revenues, could 
taife fuch noble buildings, and provide fuch fhews, from the fe- 
véeral quarters of the world, which no Monarch on earth is now 
able to exhibit.’ 


_ In the following chapters, we have an account of the change 
of Cicero’s political condu&, which he juftifies by a Jong letter 
to Lentulus Spiniher. The Orator engages in the defence of 
feveral ftate criminals, and among the reft, of Vatinius, who 
was accufed of plundering the province of Sardinia. Nothing, 
as our Hiftorian juftly obferves, ‘ could difcover more meannefs 
of {pirit than thus, in compliance with thofe in power, not only 
to defend Vatinius as an Advocate, but to bear public teftimony 
likewife to his general good conduct.’ This compliance was 
the more mean and abject, as Cicero himfelf had, on a former 
occafion, expofed the profligacy of Vatinius’s whole life, with 
all the keennefs of his raillery, to the great diverfion of the au- 
dience. : 

Among other memorable events in thefe chapters, is the death 
of Julia, the daughter of Cafar, and. wife to Pompey. Her 
lof:, fays the Hiftorian, was not more lamented by the hufband 
and father, who both of them tenderly loved her, than by all 
their common friends, and the well-wifhers to the p@blic peace, 
who confidered it a fource of frefh difturbance to the State, tom 
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the ambitious views, and clafhing interefts of the two Chiefs,- 


whom the life of one fo dear, and the relation of fon and fa- 
ther, feemed hitherto to have united by the ties both of duty 
and affection. 


The expedition of Craffus into Parthia, which,. as it was be- 
gun unjuftly, ended unfortunately, is related in the feventh 
chapter. In this miferable enterprize, Craffus loft his fon, and 
afterwards perifhed himfelf, together with many brave Romans, 
Several fuperftitious Chriftians have imputed his ill fortune to his 
having profaned the Temple at Jerufalem. 


The eighth chapter is replete with feveral memorable inci- 
dents. Among other particulars, it contains a relation of the 
fatal rencounter between Milo and Clodius on the Appian Way, 
which occafioned feveral tumults and mifchiefs in the city: to 
remedy which, Pompey was elected fole Conful. The meeting 
between Milo and Clodius was wholly accidental ; Clodius com- 
ing home from the country towards Rome, Milo going out 
about three in the afternoon; the firft on horfeback, with three 
Companions, and thirty fervants well armed; the latter in a 
chariot, with his wife and one friend, but with a much greater 
retinue, and among them fome Gladiators. The fervants on 
both fides prefently began to infult each other, and, in the end, 
Clodius was murdered, together with feveral of his retinue. 
When they thus travelled in common with fuch a numerous 
train, what idea muft we conceive of the pomp and grandeur 
in which the old Romans lived! and what a horrid opinion 
muft we entertain of the Police of thofe times, when private 
feuds and animofities were attended with confequences fo fatal, 
and fa deftructive of the public peacey 


Cicero, it is well known, pleaded the caufe of Milo; but 
his eloquence, though he made one of the beft orations that he 
ever compofed, could not procure the acquittal of his Client: 
who, after his condemnation, went into exile, and his whole 
eftate was fold by public auction, for the fatisfaction of his Cre- 
ditors. Cicero engaged in the purchafe of his Client's eftate, 
which did great injury to his reputation ; fuch purchafes being 
always deemed odious, and this particularly fo, Cicero having 
received great obligations from Milo. | : 


In this chapter, however, we are made acquainted with the 
fhining part of Cicero’s character, which was his government 
of Cilicia, though he did not value himfelf upon it, as thinking 
it beneath his genius. ‘* The whole affair, fays he, is too in- 
confiderable for a man of my ftrength and capacity, who am 
able to fuftain, as I ufed to do, the weightier bufinefs of the re- 
public.” his weightier bufinefs of the republic, as our Hifto- 
rian ‘juftly remarks, if we confider-the whole: conduct of Ci- 
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cero, we muft obferve to be mere party bufinefs; nothing more 
than employing his utmoft eloquence to defend the Senate in its 
ufarpations on the rights of the People, and to defend every 
fuper-egregious Villain who profefled himfelf his Admirer, or 
to be of the Ariftocratical faétion; becaufe fo long as the Se- 
nate governed with fovereign authority, fo long Cicero, by 
means of that fame eloquefice, had a conftderable fhare in the 
government. cans 


Envy; neverthelefs, muft confefs, that his plan of govern- 
ment in Cilicia was.truly wife, noble, generous, and patriotic ; 
though it appears, from a confeflion in one of his own letters, 
that he was not actuated by the moft laudable motives. With 
great propriety, therefore, does our Hiftorian lament, ¢ What 
pity it is, that a man who knew fo well what was right, aad 
could occafionally. conform his conduc fo ftrily to it, .fhould 
appear, even by his own account of himfelf, to have had no 
better motive for fo doing, than mere vain glory, and the defire of 
applaufe; and fhould be all the while a deteftable hypocrite, a 
villain in his heart, and fo fhamelefs, as to make no {cruple to 
own to his intimate friend, that he praCtifed falfhood and hypo-' 
crify without fcruple, and as a neceflary means to the living 
comfortably in the world.’ 


The ninth and laft chapter, contains the war of Cefar in 
Gaul, commenced in the year 695, and continued to the year 
703: The detail of this war is very curious and circumftantial. 

he account likewife of Czfar’s defcent into this ifland, forms 
a very agreeable narrative: from whence we may if truth col- 
le&t, that this famous enterprize was rafhly undertaken, ill con- 
certed, and fucceeded only through uncommon bravery, and 
unexpected good fortune. It mult be confefled, however, that 
Czfar difplayed great generalfhip, in extricating himfelf out of the 
various difficulties, in which he was involved ‘during the courfe 
of this expedition : and, indeed, we may readily excufe fome 
little partiality in his favour, as he ‘appears to have had merit 
far fuperior to any of his competitors: and if, as our Hiftorian 
fuppoles, the commonwealth was come to fuch a crifis, that fhe 
muft of neceffity have received a Mafter, it muft be allowed, 
that fhe could not have fubmitted ‘to a better. 


It is to be wifhed, that this judicious and matfterly Writer 
had lived to continue this Hiftory, which, fo far as it goes, isa 
moft valuable acceffion to the ftock of hiftorical learning*. 
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* It may not be improper to acquaint our Readers, that the firft and 
fecond volumes of this excellent Hiftory, were publifhed before the 
commencement of the Review : -neverthelefs, we fhould not have failed 
to have given an account of them, did not the multiplicity of modera 
publications claim our immediate notice. Let it fuffice, therefore, ta 
obferve, that, in our judgment, the work is equal throughout. 
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The Truth of the Gofpel Hiftory foewed, in Three Books. By James 
Macknight, D.D. 4to. 17s. Millar, &c. 


HE profefled defign of the laborious Author of this work, 

is, to difpofe the various arguments for the truth of the 
Chriftian religion, into an orderly conneéted proof; that his 
Readers may be able to take a comprehenfive view of the whole 
evidence at once. This method of defending Chriftianity, has, 
in feveral refpeéts, the advantage of little detached pieces, writ- 
ten upon particular occafions, on fome particular branch of 
the evidence, and in anfwer to particular perfons:; by bein 
free from the ftyle of perfonal controverfy, of all others the moft 
difagreeable, it will be generally more pleafing; and by dif- 
pofing the arguments into a clear and regular feries, they are 
more likely to produce a ftronger conviction. 


The large and extenfive manner in which the controverfy. 
concerning Chriftianity has been carried on, in this and the lal 
century, and the many writings which have been publifhed on 
all fides, and on every branch of the evidence, are the materials 
from whence fuch a connected proof might well be drawn; 
and a work upon this plan, executed in an able and mafterly 
way, would doubtlefs be of excellent fervice. The learned 
Grotius, in his little treatife De Veritate religionis Chriftiane, 
feems to have had the fame view: but he has given little more 
than hints, having difcufled the whole fubjet in three of the 
fix books. of which his work confifts. Our Author hath fol- 
lowed this mode], but upon a more enlarged plan: rightly judg- 
ing, that the whole ftrefs of the caufe, lies upon the truth of 
the Gofpel hiftory, it feems to have been his intention, to dif- 
pofe the evidences of Chriftianity into fuch a form, as fhould 
lead directly to that conclufion, and at the fame time obviate 
the moft material obje&tigns, which in the courfe of the deiftical 
controverfy, have been thrown out againft Revelation. In 
what manner the Doétor hath executed his defign, is fubmitted 
to the judgment of our Readers; and for their affiftance here- 
in, we prefent them with the following analyfis of the firft part 
of his work. 


The manner in which the fubject is introduced, is uncom 
mon and remarkable, 


‘ My defign, fays Dr. M, is to fhew the truth of the Gofpels 
coniidered as books of hiftory. From the truth of the Gofpels 
will follow, by juft confequence, the truth of the Chriftian reli- 
gion. In this light the fubje&t propofed is great, comprehending 
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the {cheme of Providence, whereby the moral government of the’ 


world is carried on. It is likewife important, as.it hath a direct 
relation to the temporal and.eternal interefts of mankind. And 
it is difficult, as it is connected with a variety of matters, which 
muft all be examined, before the proper conclufion can be form~ 
ed.. Soarduous an undertaking requires that we turn our wifhes. 
to God, and to his Son, to'whom thefe mighty affairs belong.— 
Thee fir, O Father:! fountain of light, who ‘prefideft in the 
government of the world, I befeech thee to affift me while I at- 
tempt to juftify thy ways.—-And Thou, Lord Jefus! the great 


Subjeét.of the Gofpels, enable me to fpeak fuitably of ‘thy cha- : 


rater and undertaking. Defend thine own caufe, and give its) 
oppofers attentive and unprejudiced minds ; that they may not 
lightly treat-a fubject of>this:importance, wherein if they rea+ 


fon carelefsly, they do injury to truth, to mankind, and to theif 


own fouls.’ : 


We now proceed to the work itfelf—The evidences of the 
truth of the Gofpel hiftory, are here diftributed into three clafles, 
to each of which a feparate book is affigned. The firft contains 
the internal proofs of the Gofpel hiftory. The fecond, the co/~ 
lateral evidences. : The third, the direc? arguments. 


‘ In treating of the internal evidences, the Doctor obferves,, 
that fince no hiftory which contains things plainly incredible,. 
or which.exhibits palpable figns of forgery, can be proved by 
any arguments whatever, the firft thing to. be, confidered. is,. 
whether the matters contained in the Gofpel be -probable,. and. 
capable of proof. Accordingly he propofes to thew, the, proba-, 
bility. of all the events, characters, fentiments, and aéions record-., 
ed in the Gofpels. 


Chap. I. Treats of the events in the Gofpels.. Here the Au- 
thor explains what he means by events, ‘viz. “fuch things as 
God brings to pafs without the affiftance ef humanagents: or, 
they are'things, in producing which a number of human agents 
concur, under the direétion of God;’ and obferves, * that the 
Gofpels contain but one event, viz. God’s fending his Son to 
fave mankind, which he calts God’s interpofition’ for the falvation 
of the world; all the other events in the Gofpel being properly 


parts of this. This interpoftion he fhews ‘to be po/fidle and 
probable. 


§ 1. Becaufe all the parts of it are poffble. Here he endea- 
vours to fhew the poffibility of the exiftence of the Son and Spi- 
rit of God, by ‘obferving, that what is faid of thefe perfons in the 
Gofpels, ‘are mere affirmasions of facts, which may be received 
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upon the general crédit of the revelation which affirms theitt, 
though the manner of their exiftence be incomprehenfible. But 
left we, without intention, miflead our Readers, it is proper 
that our Author fpeak for himfelf.. ‘ Sure it implies no contra. 
di&tion, that-God lias. an only: Son. ‘That there:is:fuch a-per- 
fan as the Spirit of God. «That ‘God fent his Son into the world 
to fave men ; that for this purpofe he: became man in a miracu- 
lous manner’; that in exercifing his’ miniftry, he was. attended 
by twelve perfons called Apoftles; wrought miracles, died,. rofe 
ayain from the dead, and afcended up into heaven, &c.——~AH 
thefe particulars being entirely free from contradiction, ‘muft be 
cleared from the charge of impoffibility. Or, if any fcruplere- 
mains, it can only be with regard to. God’s having:a- Son, und 
that Son’s becoming man, and there being fuch:a perfon as the 
Spiritof God, The truth is, thefe are the faéts in the Goipels 
which make the oppofers of revelation ftumble in the. very: en- 
trance; and the rather, that. they take their notions of them, 
not from the Scriptures, but from the writings of men, who 
have prefumied to fubltitute their’ own definitions, in place of 
the word of God. | 


¢ That God may have an only begotten Son,. thebrightnefs 
of his glory, and the exprefs image of his perfon, cannot, I 
think, be denied; if by the term begotten is meant, that ‘this 
perfor exifts in a way different from all created beings. ° They 
are created, but God’s Son is begotten. The term bdepotten,’ de- 
notes the mamner in which the feveral kinds of living things are 
propagated. “Applied to the Deity, whois a Spirit, every thing 
corporeal muft be feparated from the idea. All that it means of 
a@ pofitive nature ts,«that as men ‘beget their offspring in their 
own likenefs, fo the Father has communicated his own likenefs 
or nature to his Son. The manner of this communication call- 
ed. degetting, the Scripture has no where explained; probably 
becaufe the human faculties are not capable of comprehending 
it... From the nature of God, we know that it bears no ana- 
logy to the generation of the human fpecies, From the. diver- 
{ity of terms.made ufe of to exprefs it, we know it is not.crea- 
tion. In fhort, the words begetting and begotten, applied to the 
Deity, convey ideas purely negative, and ought tobe refted in 
as fuch, without attempting to explain the manner of the thing 
at all. 


_*, In the fame-manner, . with refpe&t.to the Spirit of God,.who 
is faid to proceed from the Father, The term proceffion being. 
different from that of generation, is underftood to convey this. 
negative idea, that the Spirit exifts neither by creation, nor ge- 
neration, but in a manner different from both; of which, how- 
ever; 
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ever, we are equally ignorant as we are of the generation of 
the fon. 


‘ If any one takes upon him to deny the poffibility of the ex. 
iftence of {uch perfons, as the Son and Spirit of God, ‘and the 
relation which they bear to the Father, he mutt fay, that he is 
perfectly acquainted with the manner in which the Deity fub-' 
fifts, with all the poffible ways in which he can communicate be- 
ing, and with all the relations in which he can ftand to the beings, 
who derive their exiftence from him. Let thofe who have the 
higheft ideas of their own underftandings, confider whether pre- 
tenfions of this kind, at leaftin men, be not fomewhat more 
than prefumption.’ 


We acknowlege ourfelves furprifed, that our Author, whofe 
declared intention it is, to exhibit a clear, ftriking, and com- 
rehenfive view of the evidences for the truth of the Gofpel, 
fhould thus fet out with bewildering the minds of men with 
fuch metaphyfical fubtleties as thefe, which have been fo long 
bandied about amongft the contending parties, without-any ad- 
vantage to either fide, and leaft of all to the progrefs of true 
Chriftianity. This furely can never be the method of recom- 
mending the Gofpel to the intelligent and thinking part of man- 
kind. Itis very well underftood, that when Jefus is faid to be 
the begotten, or the only begotten Sen of God, thefe terms may be 
intended to exprefs the affection of the Supreme Being to him, 
on account of his virtue, merit, and the important errand with 
which he was commifhoned ; and that in allufion to human af. 
fections, he was dear to him asa Son. Or if Dr. Macknight did 
not think this fatisfactory, he might have contented himfelf 
with the reafon of Jefus being ftyled the Son of God, which 
St. Luke hath afigned, ch.i. ver. 35. And the Angel faid unto 
her, The Holy Gioft fhall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Higheft fhall overfoadow thee; therefore alfo the holy iffue wh ich frail 
be born, foall be called, a Son of Ged: which paflage aflerts ano- 
ther very important reafon of his being called the Son of God ; 
namely, the extraordinary .and fupernatural manner in. which 
he was introduced into this world; and in this fenfe, the title 
only begotten Son of Ged, can with propriety be-afcribed to Jefus, 
and to him only, of all the defcendants of Adam; who, ac- 
cording to the language of this fame Evangclift, in the genea- 
logy of Chrift, is alfo tor the fame reafon ftyled the Son of God. 


As to the word prececdinz, applied to the holy Spirit, it has 
nothing to do with the manner in which that /uppofed Being de- 
rived his exiftence from the Father; the only paflage which we 
‘do at prefent recolleét, in which the word is ufed, is John xv. 
26.—o mapa tz walpos ixmogevcras, and ought undoubtedly to 
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have been rendered, which cometh forih from the Father, and ig 
always reprefented as his gift: to have exprefle ed the other fenfe, 
it ought to have-been ex tz ~ a o9¢.— i here is little either of rea- 
foning ror criitcifm in our Author’s manner, in this place. 


Fis point, we apprehe nd, ought to have been, to have re. 
pre‘ented what the New J “eftatvie nt does really aflert with re- 
fpcét to the being of Chiift, and the perfonality of the Holy Spi- 
rit; which, we doubt not, would have: app eared both po/fible and 
probe ble. Inftead d of this, “he hath confined himfel!lf to the tech- 
nical terms of the’’old Scho ol Divinity; which hath very much 
darkened, and was never known to clucidate the divine original 
of the Gofpel. He, doubdtlefs, very well knows in what mané 
ner Chriftians’ are divided; as to the fenfe of the facred text in 
thefe particulars ; and by good criticifm to have endeavoured 
to afcertain this, would have been doing good fervice indeed, 
and have bid fair to have put the credib vility of the Golpel 
Hiftory ina juit and ftriking light. 


The Doétor will recolle& what he fays of the oppofers of 
revelat tion, ‘ that they {tumble in the very entrance, by taking 


their notions of the Gofpels, net from the Scriptures, but the 
Ww rriting s of men, who have prefumed to fub{titute their own des 
finitions im place of the word of God.’ 


§ 2. The interpolition of God for the falvation of men, is 
fhewed to be not only pofible but proper, becaufe, the circum- 
ftances of mankind required it, inafmuch as the light of. nature, 
being nothing but every man’s own reafon, muft in the gene- 
rality be altogether infusficient to lead them to the knowle 2ge and 
practice of virtue: and in confirmation of this, appeal is made 
to the actual. ftate of mankind, even in the moft civilized coun- 
tries, under the guidance of the light of nature. 


§ 3. God’s interpofition is fhewed to:be agreeable to his per+ 
fections, and analogous to the other methods of his admini+ 
{tration. 


4. This interpofition took place at the propereft time. 
Becaufe in the firft. ages the circumftances of mankind were fuch, 
that they could neither have received, nor preferved, the inftruc- 
tions of Jefus.—It was neceflary that many ages fhould elapfe be- 
fore the Son of God appeared, in order that time might be allowed 
for the invention ‘of the arts and fciences: for it was thus only 
that men could be put into-.a'ca ‘pacity of judging with certainty, 
concerning the actions, the defigns, and the miffion of the Son 
of God.—It was proper, that all the different forms of civil go- 
yernment fhould be exe reviled, and the light of nature be carried 
to its higheft~ pitch, - before the manifettation of Jefus Chritt, 
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that the incficacy of both for reforming mankind might appear. 
—LBefore Chriftianity was publifhed, a religion of rites and ce- 
remonies » fupporte -d by numerous ftanding miracles, was to be 
tricd i tited tha courte of ages, that its inetlicacy might likewife 
appear.— And | laitly, it was neceflary, that a number of ages 
fhould clapfe before the Son of God appeared, that his coming, 
character, and actions might be foretold, 


‘« Thefe preparations, fays the Author, are fo many reafons 
determining the coming.of the Son of God to the’age in which 
he actually appeared. T hey are fuggefted tous by the imperfect 
view we have at prefent of the plan of the divine adminiftra- 
tion. Wee we better acquainted therewith, many more rea- 
fons would occur to fhew, thatthe particular feafon wherein our 
Lord appeared, was better adapted to the ends Of his coming, 
than any of the ages that preceded it.’ He might have added, 
that the univerfality and extent of the Roman empire, together 
with the profound peace which every where prevailed, were cir- 
cumftances highly favourable to the reception of the Gofpel. 





§ 5 5. Shews, that God’s interpofition for the falvation of the 
world, defcrived in the Gofpels, is probable, becaufe the know- 
jege of it hath been fufliciently diffufed by the propagation of 
the Chriftian reli; gion, The moft populous and civilized na- 
tions have received the Gofpel : .nor was it fit that it fhould be 
piven to others, becaufe mankind by receiving the Gofpel in 
their ordet, are made fenfible of the infufficiency of the light of 
nature, and of the neceflity of revelation. It is not agreeable 
to the plan of the divine adminiftration, to give fupernatural 
inftruction to all mankind; becaufe it is fit that men fhould be 
in different circumftances with’refpest to moral trial. This aur 
Author yas, to illuitrate by analogy ; * Thus among indi- 
viduals, fays he, there are fome who have better faculties than 
others, better education, longer life, fewer temptations, more 
leifure, and better opportunities of every kind: nay, in differ- 
ent periods of one and the fame perlon’s life, the natural and 
acquired advantages juft now mentioned, are very different. 
There is a confiderable portion of the life of mankind in which 
they are not fubjects of religion and morality :. they grow to be 
fo infenfibly : and from the time they are firft capable of reli- 
gion, they become more and more fo, till they arrive at matu- 
rity. ‘Towards the decline of life, the faculties of fome are 
greatly impaired. In fhort, the circumftances of mankind, in 
point of moral trial, are as different as we can well fuppofe them 
tobe. Yet from thefe inequalities no body pretends to argue 
againft the government and providence of God. If there are 

tiofe evident differences in the trial of men, arifing from the 
diverfity of their faculties, ages, and conditions, why may there 
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not, confiftently with wifdom and goodnefs, be differences alfo 
in men’s trial, arifing from the nature of the difpenfation 
under which they live? Why may we not fuppofe it to bea 
part of the divine plan, that next to thofe who enjoy the Gofpel 
in its moft imperfect ftate, they fhould ftand, who have the light 
of nature fomewhat improved by revelation, as it feems to be 
in Mahometan countries. In this order, thofe fucceed who en- 
joy the light of nature in its moft perfect form; fuch as it fub- 
fits, perhaps, among the Chinefe: then thofe who have this 
light in lefs perfection ; and fo on, in its feveral defcending de- 
orees, till it ends in the loweft form of human reafon, as the 
fame fubfifts in the mind of an Hottentot.’ 


It is added under this fection, that the Gofpel is not beftowed 
on all men at once, but is gradually propagated through the 
world, is agreeable to the manner in which God difpentes his 
other bleffings: and farther, from the Gofpel itfelf, and the 
nature of things, we have reafon to expect, that in due time all 
men fhall enjoy the Gofpel. Hear our Author {peaking from 
himfelf upon this pleafing fubject : 


© Sceing the Chriftian religion is from God, is worthy of him, 
is in its own nature calculated to be the religion of the whole 
earth, is fupported by evidence, the objeétions te which are 
growing every day weaker, and is fpreading itfelf by little and 
little ; it is reafonable to believe, that by a gradual progrefs, fimi- 
Jar to that of all other human improvements, it will, in time, 
vifit the whole earth, and bring al! nations to the knowlege and 
profeffion of truth. When this grand revolution takes place, 
it will put an end to the objections that have been raifed againft 
the interpofition of God, onaccount of the imperfect propaga- 
tion of the Chriftian religion: it will fhew, that in religion, 
as in the arts and fciences, the world hath had its infancy, hav- 
ing, from much weaknel(s, at laft arrived at full ftrength. And 
if the duration of the world in this improved ftate of knowlege 
and virtue, fhall bear fome proportion to the preceding period 
of ignorance, as the years of manhood in the human fpecies do 
__to thofe of infancy, it will not at al! feem ftrange, that fo many 
ages have been {pent, in bringing the affairs of mankind gradu- 
ally to this noble pitch of perfection.’ 


§ 6. The defign of this {e¢tion. is to fhew, that the interpofi- 
tion of God for the falvation of the world, has been attended 
with proper effecis, and is therefore probable. ‘The firft and 
ereateit effet of the interpdfition of God, as deforibed in the 
Golpels, is, that @// mankind who are capable of fuch bieflings, 
thall receive the pardon of their fins, and be raifed to the enjoy- 
ment of eternal life.——The Gofpel, where it fubfifts, has ba- 
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nifhed that grofs ignorance of fpiritual matters, which in anci- 
ent times prevailed even among the moft civilized and enlighreu- 
ed nations. A great reformation has been wrought upon the 
minds and manners of men.—The Gofpel will in time have 
greater effects than it hath hitherto had.—And whatever mif- 
chiefs Chriftianity may have occafioned, and whatever corrup- 
tions may have been introduced into it, are not to be afcribed to 
its own genius and conttitution, but are to be accounted for on 
the common principles of human nature. 


- What the Doétor has faid concerning the reformation which 
Chriftianity has produced upon the minds and manners of men, 
as it is an appeal to experience, may very properly be inferted 
here. 


‘ It is evident that Chriftianity has made a great reformation 
in the laws and difcipline of all countries where it-has been in+ 
troduced. It has deftroyed Polytheifm and idolatry, and that not 
among its own difciples only, but among the nations devoted to 
Mahomet, who, for this article of* his religion, was plainly in- 
debted tothe Gofpel. ‘Together with Polytheifm, that horrible 
fuperftition, which is its natural offspring, has vanifhed; and 
with idolatry thofe impious rites practifed in the worfhip of God, 
have fallen to the ground. It is true, indeed, fome profefling 
Chriftianity, have relapfed into a certain fpecies of idolatry, 
while they worfhip Angels and Saints, and their images. Ne- 
vertheleis, there is this great difference between the idolatry of 
the ancient Heathens and of the followers of Jefus, that by the 
latter, the confciences of the people are not in general mifled 
by vicious characters affixed to the objects of their worlhip; 
which was univerfally the woful effe& of the ancient idolatry. 
The Saints, whatever their real character_was, being im the 
Romifh legends, for the moft part, reprefented as holy meny 
high in favour with God, the people are not fo much corrupted 
by the imitation of them.—In no Chriftian country has there 
ever been any fuch thing as human facrifices. By the Difciples 
of Jefus, the fruit of the body was never given for the fin of 
the foul; nor any inhuman rite praétifed in the worfhip of God. 
With us, neither law nor cuftom authorifes any to kill them- 
felves, or expofe their children, or to put aged people to death, | 
either in peace or war, however. ufelefs, or even burthenfome 
they may be to the community. As little are we required to 
burn ourfelves alive in the funeral piles of our relations, or to 
offer our daughters to the embraces of our guefts, as is the cuf- 
tom of many pagan countries to this day. The cruelties of 
the amphitheatre,. together with. the inhuman fights of Gladia- 
tors, are banifhed from our public fhews.——Amongft us inceft 
is not practifed, fimultaneous polygamy is prohibited, and the 
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wantonnefs of divorce is reftrained; the leaft indulgence jn 
which, unlefs where the manners of mankind are extremely 
pure, has always been fatal to tht virtue and happinefs of do. 
meftic life—In Chriftian countries, all the unnatural lufts, 
which were anciently permitted or connived at, in the beft ci- 
vilized heathen States, are profcribed with the utmoft rigour of 
Jaw and punifhment. ‘T’he barbarous cuftom of enflaving con- 
quered enemies, deftroying their cities, and diffolving their 
laws, are difcontinued ; by which excellent reformations, the 
one half of mankind are rettored to the privileges of their {pe- 
en to liberty and its blefiings, 


This particular alteration in the difcipline of nations, is 
shen by the humane fpiit which the Chriftian religion che- 
rifhes in its Difcipies. For, by reprefenting men as brethren, 
that is, as naturally equal in every important refpect, it hag 
taught them, except in che inftance of American flay ‘ery, to re- 
cognize the rights of their fellows, and to behave towards them 
accordingly. —_W. ithal, as the Chriftian religion has given men 
juft notions of thofe matters, it has occafioned war to be carried 
on with greater humanity than formerly. And even in civil dif- 
fentions, greater mercy is ulually fhewed to one another, by the 
contending Citizéns. Maflacres, except on account of reli- 
gion, feldom happen. The horrible practice of profcription, 
40 common anciently in Rome, is not now ufed. . In a word, 
wherever Chriftianity has been introduced, the tempers of men 
have been remarkably foftened, and their manners polithed ; 
virtues which the enemies of Curittianity have not failed’ tg 
praife as the characteriftics of modern times; but which they 
are yery unwilling to refer to their, juft caufe,’ 


This, it mult be acknowleged, is a moft agreeable and pleaf- 
jing view 5 dnd, doubtlefs, it muft be afcribed to the natural 
and genuine tendency of Chriftianity, that many important re- 
formations have taken place in human chara¢ters: and manners, 
of which there are various evidences not to be controverted, 
At the fame’ time impartiality obliges us to confefs, that as the 
manners of mankind are influenced by fuch a variety of caufes, 
as not only religion, but government, laws, commerce, the 
arts, learning, iediication, and many other circumftances, all 
fe perate in theit feyeral proportions, to determine the complexion 
of men’s manners, there may'be fome doubt; whether we can 
fafely afcribe that’ to’ one caufe, which, perhaps, may be the 
effect of a variety of caufes operating together. It is for this 
reafon we have often wifhed to fee fomething like a natural Fiif- 
tory af Manners; that would trace national charaGters to their 
juit original ; and particularly afcertain what may accurately be 
afcribed to the genuine. influence of Chriftianity ; which, we 
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are apt to think, would, in that point of light, appear to con-, 
fiderable advaniage. 


The Author proceeds, in § 7. tofhew, that the interpofition 

f God, defcribed in the Gofpels, is attended with fuch a a 
atte of evidence as might be expected in a matter of fuch im- 
portance. The receiving of revelation being ds figned as atrial 
of men’s underftanding and intey grity, is not attended with de- 
monftrative evidence. From the nature of the cafe, and from 
the circumftances of mankind, it is agreed, that it 1s impodible 
to make the evidences of the Gofpel equally ftrong and clear to 
all men. ‘Though the evidences of revelation were much lefs 
than they are, they would be fufficient to determine mankind to 


receive It. 3 
‘ 

Other fubjeéts of importance in which mankind are nearly, 
concerned, are not attended with demonftrative evidence. And, 4 


flattly, all the objections which have been urg red again{t revela- 
tion, may be urged with equal force againft natural religion. 
Here the Author, by a fhort recapitulation, concludes his firft 
chanter ° 


Eee art ~ 


‘ Now, of the whole matters hitherto explained, this is the 
fum. The interpofition of God for the falvation of the world, 
defcrived in the Golpels, is at firit fo extraordinary, and fo out q 
of the road of all human ideas, that one cannot but be aftonifh- 
€d at the bare propofition: of it.» Neverthelefs, upon the nar- 
roweit examination, which the numerous objections raifed againft ° 
this matter, lead us to make into its nature and circumftances, 
it appears not only poffible in all its parts,’ but moft fuitable. te 
the condition of mankind, and excellently adapted to the ends 
for which it was defigned. Moreover, the time when this in- 
terpofition was made, the intimations that were given of it.to man- 
kind from the beginning, the effects which have been produced 
by it, and the evidences with which itis accompanied, ‘are all per- 
fe&tly agreeable to what experience fhews to be the method of 
the divine adminiftration in the covernment of the world; nay, 
bear fonear a refemblance thereto, that one cannot help looking 
on bath, as the work of the fame Author. 


Chap. II. "Treats of the Characers of the perfons mentioned 
In the Gofel: y efpecially that of the Founder ‘of Chriftianity, 
which is two fo! d, viz. his. xatural and his afumed ¢ hardier 
the former denoting what the Author of our Teli: sion was by 
nature, pamely, that he is the only begotten Sin of Ged; the 
brightnefs of the Father’s glory, and the expre/s imaze of his 
perion; that he is himfelf God, poilefing divine perfections ; 
that in the fulnefs of time he became man}; that. he is man at 
prefent as well as God, and will continue to be fo for ever :‘ the 
O 4 latter 
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Jatter:denoting what he is by office, the Savicur of the world; 
and the Fewi/h Meffiah. , 


§ 1. The Probability of the natural Character of the Author 
of Chriftianity is argued,—from its being excellently adapted to 
the ends of his coming, and from its perfect confiftency through- 
out.—lIn this part of the Doétor’s work it is our misfortune to 
be obliged to obferve again, that he cvidently pays a greater re- 
gard to human Creeds and Confejfions, than to the writter word 
of the New Teftament: a plain, fimple, and undifguited- ac- 
count of which, will ever be tound to be the only ftolid foundation 
on which to make a good apology for the Chriftian faith. But 
we proceed. 

§ 2. Confiders the Probability of the Character of Jefus, as 
the Saviour of the world, who is reprefented in the Gofpels as 
doing every thing neceffary for the falvation of mankind. 1. 
As a Preacher of righteoufnefs, he taught mankind in a manner 
becoming the Son of God. The principles which animated 
him, were fuch as might be expeéted from the Son of God, 
namely, afupreme regard to the glory and authority of his ~ 
Father, ‘and the tendereft love to mankind.— The fubjects of his 
teaching were not calculated to gratify the curiofity and vanity 
of the human mind, but had an immediate relation to the fal- 
vation of men. He adapted the method and ftile of his dif- 
courfes to the common people. He difcovered the greateft pru- 
dence, and, at the fame time, the greateft faithfulnefs and cou- 
rage, inall his difcourfes. He taught with dignity and autho- 
rity, foftened with the greateft mildnefs and gentlenefs, 2. 
The character of the Author of Chriflianity, as Saviour, is 
probable; becaufe he is reprefented as bringing mankind to the 
knowlege and practice of virtue, by his example, as well as his 
teaching. In illuftration of this it is obferved, That the im- 
portance of ail the virtues, is moft clearly and affectingly de- 

moniirated, by the care with which Jefus praéctifed them all. 
That the beauty of che feveral virtues fhines in his example 
with fuch luftre, as cannot fail to excite the emulation. of man- 
kind. And that having lived in humble life, and under afflic- 
tion, his example is fuited to the condition of the generality of 
mankind, and therefore muft greatly tend to their edification and 
conioiation. 3- Our Author affirms, that there is a pecu- 
liar propriety in the character of the Author of Chriftianity, as 
Saviour, that he is reprefented as dying for the fins of men, in 
order to vender it coniiftent with the charaéter of God, as Go- 
vernor of the world, and with the ends of his government, to 
receive Penitents into his favour.’ We do not remember; 
that this particular view of the end of the death of Chrift, is 
once mentioned in any of the writings of the New Teftament 5 
and 
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and the great fault we have to find’ with the Doctor, iss that he. 
does not endeavour to ftate what he apprehends, the true Scrip- 
ture account to be; without which, all reafonings upon an hy- 
pothefis, will be little to the purpofe. 4. Chriff’s charaGter, 
as Saviour, is fhewn to be proper, becaufe he is introduced in 
the Gofpels, as proving his miffion from God, by many great 
and evident miracles, 


3. The Evangelifts have attributed the charaéter. of Jewith 
Mefiah to Jefus with great propriety; not only becaufe Jefus 
himielf, the Evangelifts, and the people, have often. applied to 
him the prophecies of the Jewifh Scriptures relative to h; 
but becaufe the Jewifh and Chriftian revelations are connected 
together, as parts of one grand fcheme, of which Chriftianity ts 
the completion ; a fcheme which has been canryiag Pe from the 
beginning of the world, and to which all the manifettations which 
God hath made of himfelf to mankind, and even many of the 
revolutions which have happened in the political ftate of the. 
world, have been fubfervient: by which conneétion, the evi- 
dences of the Jewifh and Chriftian revelations, mutually fupport 
and heighten each other. ———-A method of argument this, of 
very great importance, obvious to the common _underftandings of 
minkind, and vaftly move fatisfaGory than the evidences de- 
duced from the accomplifhment of ancient prophecies, with re- 
{pect to the plaineft of which, there are many difficulties, which 
in thefe ages fo diftant from the times referred to, are not eafily’ 
removed. Unity of defign is what all.men of common fenfe are, 
in fome meafure, judges of: the application of ancient prophe- 
cies, hath proved a work rather too difficult for men of themoft 
extenfive learning and erudition. . 


- §4. TheAuthor next, by illuftrating the Propriety,. endea- 
vours to fhew the Probability of the charaCter of John Baptit, as: 
the forerunner of Jefus. He alfo fhews the probability of the 
illiterate character whieh the Apoftles bear in the Gofpels; by 
obferving, not only that.it is uniformly fupported,. but that per- 
fons of this character were the fitteft inftruments for converting 
the world, inafmuch as their natural inability to produce fo 
grand an effeét, demonftrates that the power, whereby they did 
convert the world, was from God. He intimates, that if the 
Golpel had been preached by men of rank and diftinétion, a- 
mong cither Jews or Gentiles, it would, in a variety of refpects, 
have detraGted from its credibility. Laftly, The probability of- 
the character which Chrift’s enemies bear in the. Gofpels, is il- 
luftrated by the circumftances of the cafe, and by appealing to. 
the accounts which contemporary Authors have given of them. 








We are now got to Chap, Ill. The defigw of witich: is, ta 
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fkew thatthere are no improbable fentiments in the Gofpels, 


1. Is to fhew, that the fentiments in the Gofpels, which are 
properly the Evangelifts’ own, are worthy of their characters as 
Niffionaries from Heaven, 


_§ 2. The fentiments which are put into the mouth of Jefus, 

are all worthy of his high character as the Son of God. They 
are neither contradictory nor abfurd. None of the dodtrines 
taught in the’Gofpels, have a pernicious tendency: neither 
have they any obfcurity in them, but what neceflarily.arifes from 
their being written in a foreign dead language. In fhewing that 
the Gofpel doétrines have not a pernicious tendency, he in- 
ftances particularly in the do&rines which affert the corruption 
of human nature, man’s inability to do good, eternal punifh- 
ments, and others. Some, perhaps, will be apt to difpute the 
point with him, whether thefe be Gofpel doctrines or not; par- 
ticularly the laft mentioned ; and urge its pernicious tendency, 
as a prefumptive argument that it is not a-Sertpture doctrine, 
For alarger account of this {ubject, we muft refer our Readers 
to the work itfelf, who will fee, that the Author hath treated 
it with a good degree of candour, but not with that critical 
{kill which is, inmany inftances, neceflary to afcertain the true 
and determined fenfe of Scripture. 


§ 3.. The precepts of the Gofpel are fhewed to be worthy of 
the Son of God, to whom they are afcribed. They are expreffed 
in an accurate and determinate manner. None of them are 
unreafonable or unneceflary. (Here the precepts requiring faith 
as the condition of men’s falvation, and the prohibition of po- 
lygamy and divorce, are examined.) None of the Gofpel pre- 
cepts are hurtful to fociety: neither are any of them impoflible, 
—In the laft part of this chapter, our Author hath fhewn the 
reafon, why Jefus hath not particularly recommended the love 
of our country, and private friendfhip. What he has faid upon 
this fubject, -is -fenfible and pertinent: our Readers will, per- 
haps, be pleafed with a fhort extract here. 

‘To judge properly, fays he, of this matter, we fhould re* 
member, that there are certain virtues which the generality, by 
their natural temper, by the circumftances in which they are 

laced, by their education, and by the force of example, are fo 
difpofed to practife, that they are in greater danger of exceed~ 
ing, than of being defe&tive in them. Of this kind'are the af- 
fections which men bear to their relations, private friendfhips, 
attachments to the focieties of which they are members, ' and the 
love of our country; underftanding by the latter, an inclination 
to promote the wealth, power, and grandeur of our country, 


‘Fhefe affections, under proper regulatiois, are, no doubt, com- 
| mendable; 
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mendable: neverthelefs, moft people being apt to indulge fuch 
2 partiality towards their friends, brethren, and.country, as 
oft-times prompts them to tranfgrefs the limits of juttice, 
it becomes a matter of great delicacy, to give precepts con- 
cerning the virtues in queftion,, The truth is, it is fafer, 
in many. cafes, to abftain altogether, from. recommending 
them, left under the colour of things fo fpecious, men fhould 
take occafion to gratify a variety of evil paffions. . If I be not 
miftaken, the perfons who firft.received our Lord’s inftru€tions, 
come within this latter defcription. With the Romans, the 
love of their country was the chief. virtue. Under it they in- 
dulged an infatiable and cruel. ambition, which made them ene- 
mies to all mankind. The Jews likewife carried the love of 


their nation fo high, that they hated all the reft of mankind, and. 


would not do them the leaft good office. It muft therefore be 
acknowleged, to be agreeable to the wifdom of the Founder of 
Chriftianity, that he forbare particularly. to’ recommend thefe 
virtues. At the fame time, every one muft be fenfible, that he 
fufficiently fecured their reputation, and obligation, by enforc- 
ing the general principles of fortitude and charity, on which 
they are founded: withal, by fhewing, in his own condu&, a 

riking example of virtuous friendfhip, under prudent regula- 
tions, and of the warmelt regard even to the temporal interefts 
of his country, he hath fufficiently invited his followers to the 
practice of thefe virtues,” ’ 


Chap. IV.-Confiders the probability of the aétions recorded in 
the Gofpels. § 1. The ordinary actions afcribed to Jefus are 
illuftrated; fuch as his behaviour to his parents ; hfs purging 
the Temple; his chufing Judas for an Apoftle; his denounc- 
ing woes againft the Pharifees ;. his riding into Jerufalem onan 
afs; and his agony in the garden. * His making Judas an 
Apoftle, is a fhining inftance of wifdom; it was defigned te 
be a demonftration of our Lord’s innocence. A man of profli- 
gate difpofitions, who, he forefaw, and early ‘foretold, would 
betray him, Jefus chufes into the college of Apoftles; appoint- 
ed him one of his conftant attendants; makes him the witnefs 
of his moft fecret actions ; and admits him into all the fecrets 
of his fellowfhip.. Who’ does not in this fee, that Jefus was 
not afraid of the eyes of his enemies; that his miracles were 
no juggling tricks, performed, by compact with, his Difciples ; 
and that he was not carrying on a _plot.to deceive the world? 
The choice of Judas, therefore, inftead of being an inftance of 
imprudence, was.amark of profound wifdom.’ : 








Miracles are fhewed to, be. things poffible in, themfelves, 
and capable of proof, even upon the principles of belief efta- 
blithed by infidels. The only definition which our Author ufes 
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of a miracle, is @ deviation from, or alteration of, the eftablifhed 
courfe of Nature. Weare folittle acquainted with the eftablifh- 
ed courfe' of Nature, and have fo confined a knowlege of her 
Jaws, that there are a thoufand inftances in which it would be 
impoffible for us to fay what the courfe of Nature is: it follows, 
that in the prefent limited ftate of knowlege, upon this defini- 
tion, men are very inadequate judges, what is, and what is not 
#@ miracle. Our Author has likewife attempted to anfwer Mr. 
Hume’s obje€tion to miracles, which he hath not done in that 
full and fatisfactory manner which might have been expeéted ; 
efpecially if he had confulted an excellent little pamphlet, writ- 
ten fome years ago, upon this fubject, by the very ingenious 
Dr. Adams. . 


§ 3. The particular miracles recorded, are fhewn to be liable 
to no juft objections ; particularly the curfing the fig-tree, the 
cafling out of devils, the deftruction of the herd of fwine, the 
turning water into wine at the marriage in Cana, and the re- 
furre€tion of Lazarus. : 


§ 4. The actions afcribed to the Apoftles in the Gofpels, are 
examined, and more efpecially the treachery of Judas, which, 
inftead of derogating from the innocence of Jefus, furnifhes a 
very ftrong proof of it. This concludes the fourth chapter, 


Chap. V. Our Author examines the compofition of the Gof- 
pels as books of hiftory. Here he obferves, that all the marks 
of credibility, whereby truerelations are diftinguifhed from falfe, 
do fubfift in an eminent degree in the Gofpels. Particularly $1, 
In the courfe of the narration a variety of circumftances occur, 
which prove the integrity of the Evangelifts. They ihew great 
exactnefs in marking the'times, places, and circumitances of the 
tranfactions which they have recorded; and the names of the 
perfons concerned inthem. ‘They tell many particulars, which 
they muft have been fenfible the world would tink difhonourable 
both to them and their Mafter. They appear alfo to have been 
remarkably free from paflion, prejudice, and every prepofleffion 
which could lead them to mifreprefent the facts they have re- 
corded. 


§ 2. It is obferved, that the Gofpels are written with that af 
firdiace whic) became eye-witneffes ; with that mbde/fy which is 
thé companion of truth; and with that /implicity which was 
natural to illiterate Writers, and which beft expreffes the dig- 
nity and importance of the fabje€s treated of. : 


~§ 3. Shews that the Gofpels agree with each other in all ma- 
terial points. This firft book the Author concludes with a re- 
capitulation, the latter part of which we fhall-tranfcribe, as the 

clofe'of this long article, 
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‘ Though my defign required me.only to thew the pofibility 
of all the matters recorded by the Evangelifts, every judicious 
Reader mutt be fenfible, that the particulars which] have taken 
notice of, do much more. They afford the ftrongeft prefump- 
tion imaginable, of the truth of the Gofpels. For if this hif- 
tory of Jefus be a forgery, it is plainly of a nature fo great, fo 
extenfive, and fo complicated, as to be the moft aftonithi 
forgery that ever exifted. ‘The Son of God, the Saviour of the 
world, the ‘fewifh Meffiah, are characters quite new. Nothing 
like them was ever feen or heard of in the world before. 
Wherefore the perfons who imagined them, could not be help- 
ed.either by reading, or converfation, or obfervation. But they 
muft have drawn them wholly from.their own fancy. Toform 
charaéters fo extraordinary, properly, was a tafk {ure of infinite 
difficulty: efpecially as they are formed not in a way of defcrip- 
tion, but by a fimple narration of many facts, fentiments, and 
difcourfes. Yet difficult as it may feem, thus to reprefent fuch 
characters feparately, it muft have been much more fo to unite 
them all in one and the fame perfon: and that with fuch judg- 
ment, that not the leaft impropriety, inconfiftency, or inaccu- 
racy, can be found, by the fevereft examination of the man 
fentiments, actions, and difcourfes, from which they sefult. 
Characters fo various, fo complicated, and fo new, thus united 
in one perfon, feem beyond the reach of the moft exalted hu- 
man genius. What fhall we fay then, when we find thefe cha- 
racters exhibited to the world, by a few illiterate Fifhermen 
from Judea? Exhibited in a fimple narration of aétions and dif- 
courfes? Nay, what fhall we fay, when we obfervethat thefe 
Writers have introduced the perfon, whom they have advanced 
with theie amazing characters, delivering to the world an abfo- 
lutely perfect fyitem of religion and morality, in the fermons, 
parables, and precepts, which they have put into his mouth? 
4\ fyftem far fuperior to what Plato or Ariftotle, Cicero or Se- 
neca, or any of the Philofophers you pleafe to, name, have writ- 
ten? Shall we believe, that thefe things were the fruits of the 
Evangelifts’ own genius? Or fhall we rather believe, that th 
fpeak the truth, when they tell the world, that in their Gofpels, 
they dono more than narrate what they heard and faw the per- 
fon perform, whe is the fubjeGt of their hiftory? I'really think 
no one can be at.a lofs to judge, which of thefe fuppofitions 
he ought to prefer. 


‘ More than all this, the interpofitien of God, defcribed in 
the Gofpels, is evidently a tranfaction fo vaft and magnificent in 
its plan, fo wonderful in its execution, and fo important in its 
confequen¢es, that the flender abilities of the illiterate Evange- 
lifts, never could have fuggefted the idea of it tothem. Far 
| lefs 
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tefs could they by the natural fcope of their own faculties, hava 
traced it out in all its moft diftant dependencies, fo as to make 
the whole agree with amazing exactnefs, to the character of 
God, to the order of his Providence, and to the defigns of his 
government, as they actually have done in their Gofpels: Why 
then fhould we feruple to acknowlege, that in defcribing this 
affair, thefe men have copied from realities, even from his 
mouth, who being the prime agent therein, could alone explain 
to mankind the counfels of the Deity, refpecting their falvation, 
and fet before them a juft idea of this joyful event, whichs with- 
out all peradventure, is the grandeft, the moft extenfive, and 


‘the moft important in the Annals of the UNIVERSE.’ 


‘Having taken up fo much room in the analyfis of this firft pare 
of the Doétoi’s work, it is impoffible for us to enter upon the res 
maining parts. Frorn what we have here exhibited, our Read- 
ers can be at no great lofs to form an idea of the manner ih 
which thefe are executed. In the fecond Book, he confiders 
the collateral Evidences of the Gofpels, arifing from the ancient 
prophecies, both dire and typical: and from the teftimonies 
which have been given to the facts recorded in the Gofpels, by 
heathen and Jewifh Writers, and particularly by the ancient 
enemies of Chriftianity. 


The third book contains the direc? Proofs of the Gofpel Hif- 
tory, arifing from the early publication of the Gofpels; the 
character of the Evangelifts; the authenticity of the books ; 
the converfion of the world to Chriftianity ; and certain monu- 
ments at this day fubfifting in the world; fuch as the ftate of 
the Jews, the corruptions of Chriftianity, and fuch like. 


Upon the whole, we cannot help fpeaking of Dr. Macknight’s 
performance as a valuable and ufeful one: the plan of it is 
natural and perfpicuous; the language is generally nervous 
and proper; the manner is often warm and animated, above 
the common level of theological difputations ; it contains a 
confiderable variety of ufeful knowlege, the purchafe of ex- 
tenfive reading ; and applied in a proper and fenfible manner. 
The Doétor feldom appears to have funk below himfelf, except 
in the management of a few points; which, perhaps, he thought 
it not prudent, or himfelf not at liberty, to fpeak freely upon: 
in this réfpect he is not a fingular inftance of the unfavourable 
influence of ecclefiaftical laws, and authorized articles of faith, 
upon the interefts of religious knowlege and free enquiry. . In 
this refpect, we think ourfelves in full as happy a fituation as 


our friends beyond the Tweed. S 
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O Writer, perhaps, was ever better qualified for execut~ 
Nj ing an Hiftory of his own Times, than Mr. de Voltaire, 
Ingenious in an extraordinary degree, intimately acquainted 
with human nature and human life, familiar with Princes, and 
correfpondent with their Minifters. his writings come recom- 
mended by their peculiar fpirtt and vivacity, by a natural and 
obvious difplay of thofe paffions, thofe private influences of life, 
which, however minute, lead frequently to great events, by z 
liberal inveftigation of the principles of Monarchs, and a know- 
lege of thofe circumftances of management and intrigue, which, 
to other Writers, ntuft have been inacceffible.—T hough born un- 
der an arbitrary Government, yet warm with the love « of Liberty, 
and an advocate fer the rights of human nature; no flave to 
party, either from pri ciple or connections ; judging of the 
narratives of cotemporary Hiftorians, with that unprejudiced 
freedom which ts iral to an enlizhtened mind unbiafled by 
dependence, and deciding upon events, rather from the preba- 
bility of concurring ciccumftane: s, than from the mere ip/e 
dixit of any Relater; his hiitovical writings are a-charter of the 
privileges of mankind, wherein truth is not injured by private at- 
tachments; is neither obfcured by a narrownefs of conception,- 
nor betrayed by an indolent acquiefcence in the determinations 
of others. 


Let Mr. Voltaire accept of this eulogium from the Authors of 
the Monthly Review, as an acknowlegement for the manifold 
pleafure which his writings have afforded them. 


His Hiftory of Ruffia kas a claim to all thofe encomiums which 
we have patled on his hiftorical writings in general; and the 
ignorance and prefumption of thofe Hiftorians who have pre= 
tended to give any account of the tranfactions of Peter the 
Great, have rendered his Memoirs of that glorious Prince, as 
neceflary as they are entertaining, liberal, andi ingenious. 


With refpeét to the contents of the volume before us, our 
Readers may remember to have had a pretty full view of them, 
in our account of the Original, in the Appendix to the Twenty- 
eighth volume of our Review : we fhall, therefore, dwell’ no 
longer on the prefent article than is requifite, by a proper ex- 

ract, to give a juft idea of the tran/flation. 


It is well known, that in the dangerous campaign on the river 
Pruth, the Czar Peter was reduced to the laft. extremity; from 
which he was happily refcued, by the wife and timely addréfS of 
his amiable Emprefs, the celebrated Catherine, 
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Of the charafer of that Emprefs, the following accounts, 
collefted from different parts of the fecond volume of this Hif- 
tory, muft be acceptable to every Reader. 


¢ The young captive of Marienbourg, who had béen named 
Catherine, was fuperior to her fex, as well as to her misfor- 
tunes. Her behaviour had rendered her fo agreeable, that the 
Czar would always have her near his perfon; fhe attended him 
in his travels, and in his moft toilfome expeditions, fharing his 
fatigues, and foothing his cares with the chearfulnefs of her dif- 
pofition and complaifant behaviour. She was guite a Stranger to 
all that faftuous pomp and ceremony which the reft of her fex have 
now converted into a real neceffity: (Ne connaiflant point cet apa- 
reil de luxe et de molléfle dont les femmes fe font fait ailleurs 
des befoins réels.) But what rendered her a more extraordinary 
favourite was, her neither being envied nor oppofed ; tor was 
any other perfon facrificed to make room for her promotion. 
Often did fhe appeafe the Emperor’s wrath, and added to bis 
greatnefs, by infpiring him with more clemency 5 (& le rendit plus 
grand encor en le rendant plus clement.) In a word, fhe was 
become fo neceflary to him, that in 1707 he privately married 
her. He had already two daughters by her, and the following 
ae a Princefs, who was afterwards married to the Duke of 

olftein. 


¢ While the Turkifh army was paffing the Danube, the Czar 
advanced through the frontiers of Poland, and paffed the Bo- 
ryfthenes, in order to extricate Marfhal Shermetof, whofe traops 
being encamped on the banks of the Pruth, to the fouth of 
Jaffi, were in danger of being furrounded by a hundred thoufand 
Turks, and an army of Tartars. “The Czar, before he crofled 
the Boryfthenes, was apprehenfive of expofing Catherine toa 
danger which, every day, became more menacing; (chaque jour 
plus terrible) but Catherine looked upon this folicitude of ber 
hufband as an affront to her affétion, and to her courage. She 
prefled the matter fo ftrongly, that Peter could not deprive him- 
felf of her company; the foldiers with joy beheld her on horfe- 
back at the head of the army, for fhe rarely made ufe of a car- 
riage. ‘The Ruffian troops were obliged to march through de- 
farts beyond the Boryfthenes, to crofs the Bog, and to pafs the 
river Tiras, now known by the name of the Niefter; after 
which they had ftill another defert to march through, before 
they arrived at Jaffi on the banks of the Pruth. But Catherine 
encouraged the army, diffufed an alacrity among the troops, 
fent refrefhments and affiftance to the Officers, and extended 
her tendernefs and care even to the common foldiers.’ 


‘The 
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The Hiftorian’s reflections on Peter’s publicly acknowleging 
his marriage with Catherine, are liberal, philofophical, and juft : 


‘ The applaufes of fubje&ts to abfolute Princes, are always 
{ufpicious, but the acclamations with which this marriage was 
received at Peterfburg were fincere, and feconded by all fenfible 
perfons throughout Europe, who with pleafure faw, and nearly at 
the fame time, on one fide, the heir of this vaft Monarchy, with- 
out any other glory than that of his birth, married to a Princefs ; 
and, on the other, a Conqueror and Legiflato:, publicly admit- 
ting to his bed and his throne, an unknown captive, without 
any other recommendation than merit. ‘This approbation has 
augmented with the fpread of that found philofophy which, 
within thefe forty years, has made /fuch progreffes, (tant de pro- 
ares) ; a fublime and circumfpec philofophy, teaching that only 
external tokens of regard are to be paid to any kind of gran- 
deur and power; and that real refpect is to be referved for well- 
exerted abilities, and public fervices.’ 


The moft interefting part of this Hiftory, and at the fame 
time the moft valuable, on account of the elucidation of doubt- 
ful facts, is the Czar’s negociation with the Vizier Baltagi, in 
the campaign on the Pruth, where he was: fo furrounded with 
Turks and ‘Fartars, that it was impoffible for him to retreat: 


¢ All the relations and memoirs of the times unanimoufly 
agree, that the Czar, fluctuating in his mind, whether he fhould 
renew thie engagement the next day with the enemy, and ex- 
pofe his wife, his army, his empire, and the fruit of all his la- 
bours, to a danger which feemed almoft infuperable, retired to 
his tent oppreffled with anxiety, and labouring under conyvul- 
fions, to which he was fometimes fubje&t, and which his pre- 
fent folicitude contributed to increafe. Thus refigning himfelf 
a prey to the moft torturing difquietude, and unwilling that his 
diftraéted condition fhould be known, he gave orders that no 
body fhould be permitted to enter his tent. Then it was that 
he experienced the good effeéts of having permitted his wife'to 
accompany him in this expedition. Catharine entered his tent, 
notwithftanding his prohibition. . 


* A woman who had faced death during all thefe engage- 
ments, who had been no lefs expofed than any other perfon to 
the fire of the Turkifh artillery, had aright tofpeak. She did, 
and perfuaded her hufband to try what could be effected by ne- 


gociation. 


* It has been an immemorial cuftom amongft Oriental nations, 
whenever a perfon afks audience of the Sovereign, or his repre- 
fentative, never to accoft them empty handed. Catharine go: 
together the few jewels fhe had brought with her in this military 
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journey, from which all magnificence and luxury had been ba-. 
nifhed ; to which fhe added the furs of a couple of black foxes : 
as for the money, it was defigned for the Kiaja. She herfelf 
pitched upon anintelligent Officer, who, with two-Valets, was 
to carry the prefents intended for the Grand Vizier, and fafely 
to deliver the money into the handsof the Kiaja. ‘This Officer 
was likewife entrufted with a letter from Marfhal Sheremetoff 
to Mehemet- Baltagi. Peter’s Memoirs take notice of the let- 
ter, but do nnt mention the particulars of the negociation en- 
tered into by Catharine ; yet the whole affair is fufficiently au- 
thenticated by the declaration of Peter himfelf, publifhed. in. 
172%, when he caufed the Emprefs Catherine to be crowned, 
** She has been of great affiftance to us, faid he, in all times 
of danger, but particularly at the battle of Pruth, where our 
drmy was reduced to two and twenty thoufand men.” If the 
Czar had really no more than two and twenty thoufand fighting 
men, whom famine and the fword threatned with deftruction ; the 
firvice done on this occafion by Catharine, was equal to the fa- 
vours with which fhe was loaded by. her hufband. The manu- 
fcript Journal of Peter the Great affirms, that the 2othof July, 
the day on which this memorable engagement was fought, there 
were 31,554 infantry, and 6692 cavalry, moft of them dif- 
mounted ; he muft, therefore, in that battle, have loft 16,246 
fighting men. By the fame Memoirs we are affured, that the 
lofs of the Turks far exceeded his; for as they attacked tumul- 
tuoufly, and without any order, not one of the enemy’s fhot 
mifled them. If this be true, the battle of Pruth on the 20th 
or 21ft of July, was one of the bloodieft that has been fought 
thefe many ages. 


* We mutt either fufpect that Peter the Great was miftaken, 
when, at the coronation of the Emprefs, he teftifies his acknow- 
legements to that Princefs, declaring, ‘* fhe had preferved his 
army from deftruction, when reduced to two and twenty thou- 
fand men ;’ or we muft deny the veracity of this Joana 
whereia it is affirmed, that on the day the battle was fought, his. 
army on the banks of the Pruth, independently of the corps 
encamped on the Sireth, amounted to 31,554 foot, and 6692 
horfe. According to this account, the battle would have been 
more dreadful and bloody than the feveral relations of Hiftori- 
ans, and the various memoirs on both fides feem hitherto to 
have reprefented it. “Chere muftfurely be fome overfight in this. 
caie, a thing very ufual in the relations of campaigns, when- 
ever they enter into details; the fafeft way is always to abide 
by the principal event, the victory and the defeat : as to what. 
cither of them may have coft, we are rarely informed thereof 
with any exacinels. 
co . ¢ What- 
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¢ Whatever might have been the diminution in the Czar’s 
army, in confequence of the late action, he flattered, himfelf, 
that fo intrepid and fo obftinate a refiftance, would incline the 
Grand Vizier to grant terms of peace honourable to the Port, 
agreeable to his Mafter, and at the fame time net too mortify- 
ing to the empire of Ruffia. The «great merit of Catharine 
feems to have been, her difcovering this poflibility, at a crifis 
when the Ruffian Generals faw nothing but inevitable deftruc- 
tion. 

‘ Norberg, in his Hiftory of Charles XII. mentions a letter 
from the Czar to the Grand Vizier, wherein he expreffes him- 
felf in the following terms: ** Should I, contrary to my inten- 
tion, have had the misfortune of incurring the difpleafure of 
his Highnefs, I am ready to redrefs ‘whatever complaint he may 
have againft me. I befeech you, moft noble General, to’ pre- 
vent the farther effufion of blood; and I conjure you, from 
this moment, to put a ftop to the exceflive fire of your artillery. 
Pleafe to accept of the hoftage I have fent you.” 


‘ This letter, like moft of the pieces publifhed at a venture 
-by Norberg, is a manifeft forgery i it is dated the r1thof July, 
N. S. and the letter to Baltagi-Mehemet was dated the 2rft, 
N. S. It was not written by the Czar, but by Marfhal She- 
remetoff, who did not make ufe of fuch exprefitons, as, ‘* the 
Czar has had the misfortune of incurring the difpleafure of his 
Hichnefs ;” fuch terms as thofe are fuitable only to a fubje& 
who implores his Mafter’s forgivenefs: as for an hoftage, it is 


out of the queftion ; none was fent; the letter was carried by | 


an Officer, whilft the artillery played on both fides. Shereme- 
toff only reminded the Vizier of fome overtures of peace made 
by the ‘sa through the channel of the Englifh and Dutch 
Minifters, at the beginning of the campaign, when the Divan 
demanded the ceffion of the citadel and harbour of Taganroc, 
which had been the real caufes of the war. 


‘ No anfwer being received from the Grand Vizier within 
fome hours,. it was apprehended, that the bearer had been kill- 
ed, or was detained. by the Turks :. therefore a fecond exprefs 
was difpatched, with a duplicate of the letter; a council of 
war was alfo held, at which Catharine affifted; the refult of it 
was as follows, and figned by ten General officers : 


‘¢ Should the Vizier not accept of the conditions offered ; 
fhould he infift on our laying down our arms, and furrendering 
at difcretion: it is the unanimous opinion of all the Generals 
and Minifters, that.an attempt be made for breaking through 
the enemy.” 


. © In confequence of this refolution, a trench was thrown up 
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round the baggage, and the Ruffians had advanced within z 
hundred paces of the Turkifh army; when, at length, the 
Grand Vizier proclaimed a fufpenfion of arms. 


* All the Memoirs written by the Swedifh party, make this 
Vizier a cowardly villain, who had fuffered himfelf to be 
bribed; as many Writers have accufed Count Piper of havi 
taken money from the Duke of Marlborough, to induce the 
King of Sweden to continue the war againft the Czar; and 3 
Minifter of France has been charged with venality in the treaty 
of Seville. Such accufations fhould never be advanced, but on 
evident proofs; it is very rare that Prime Minifters ftoop to 
thofe {candalous meannefles, which foon or late are difcovered 5 
if not by thofe who gave the money, at leaft by the public re. 
cords, which are authentic vouchers of the treachery. A Mi- 
nifter has the eyes of Europe on him; his honour is the bafis of 


his credit; and he is always rich enough to ftand in no need of 
becoming a traitor. 


‘ To be Viceroy of the Ottoman empire, is a poft of fuch 
eminence, its profits in time of war are foimmenfe; fuch were 
the plenty and magnificence in the tents of Baltagi-Mehemet; 
fuch the plainnefs, and-efpecially the fcarcity of provifions, in 
the Czar’s army, that it rather became the Grand Vizier to 
give, than to receive: a flight compliment of furs and rings, 
fent by a woman, according to the cuftom of all Courts, or ra- 
ther’ of all Eaftern Courts, cannot be looked on as bribery. 
Baltagi-Mehemet’s free and open behaviour, feems a ftrong 
cénfutation of the accufations with which fo many books are 
fullied in their accounts of this affair. Vice-chancellor Shaffi- 
10ff went into his tent with a numerous retinue; every thing 
was tranfatted publicly, and could not be tranfa&ted otherwife. 
The very negociation was entered on before a man inthe King 
of Sweden’s fervice, being a domeltic of Count Poniatowfki; 
this man was an Officer under Charles the Twelfth, and aéted: 
on the prefent occafion as Interpreter: the articles, moreover, 
were -publicly taken down in writing, by the Vizier’s firft Se+ 
cretary, Hummer Effendi. Even Count Poniatowfki himfelf 
was there; and the prefent to the Kiaia was offered. publicly, 
and according to the ceremonial: in fhort, every, thing pafled 
in the Eaftern manner. Prefents were made on both fides; fo 
that nothing can have. a lefs appearance of treachery. What 
determined. the Vizier’s affent to a cefla:ionof arms, was, that. 
at that very time, the corps commanded by General Renne, on 
the river Sireth.in Moldavia, had crofled three rivers, and was 
near the Danube, where Renne had taken the town and caftle 
ot Brahila, though defended by a numerous garrifon under. a- 


Bafhaw. The Czar had. befides, another body of troops ad- 
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yancing from the frontiers of Poland. — It is alfo very probable, 
that the Vizier was unacquainted with the f{carcity among the 
Ruffians: the accounts of ftores and provifions are never com- 
municated to the enemy; on the contrary, in the prefence of ~ 
an hoftile army, it is ufual to boaft of plenty, even under the 
fevereft diftrefs. Defertion between the Turks and Ruffians is 
not known, as among us; the difference of cloathing, of reli- 
gion, and of language, reftrainit: thus the Grand Vizier had 
no exact knowlege of the deplorable condition of Peter's army, 


‘ Baltagi, who was not fond of war, yet had conducted it 
well, conceived that his expedition would be fufficiently fuccefi- 
ful, in delivering up to the Grand Seignor the cities and har- 
bours for which -he was fighting; in fending back from the Da- 
nube, into Ruffia, General Renne’s victorious army, and in {e- 
cluding for ever an enterprizing Prince from all entrance into 
the Palus Mzotis,° the Cimmerian Bofphorus, and the Black 
Sea; laftly, in not rifquing certain advantages on the chance of 
afrefh battle, (in which, after all, defpair might prove too ftrong 
for numbers). He had feen, the very day before, his janiflaries 
repulfed ; and inftances were not wanting, of victories gained 
by the fmaller number: thefe were his reafons, which, however, 
were not approved of by fome of Charles’s Officers then in his’ 
army, nor by the Khan of the Tartars. The motive of the 
Tartars was, the continuance of their pillages on the frontiers 
of Ruffia and Poland: the view of Charles the Twelfth,. was 
to be revenged of the Czar; but the General and chief Mini- 
fter of the Ottoman empire, was not prompted either by the 
private revenge of a Chriftian Prince, nor by an avidity of 
booty which {wayed the Tartars. 


© A fufpenfion of arms being fettled, the Ruffians fupplied 
themfelves with provifions, purchafing them from the Turks, 
The articles of this peace were different from what Ia Motraye 
relates, and Norberg only copies from him. The Vizier, a- 
mong other conditions, at firft required, that the Czar fhould 
engage to concern himfelf no farther in the affairs of Poland, 
and on this Pohiatowfki infifted ; but, in reality, it was for the 
intereft of the Turkifth empire, that Poland fhould continue 
weak and difunited; this article therefore terminated in with- 
drawing the Ruffian troops ftom the frontiers. The Khan of 
the Tartars demanded a tribute of forty thoufand fequins; but, 
after along debate, it paffed in the negative. 


‘ The Vizier was very urgent, that Cantemir fhould be deli- 
vered up to him, as Patkul had been at the folicitations of the 
King of Sweden. Cantemir’s cafe was exattly the very fame 
as that of Mazeppa, who, by the Czar’s order, had been fortn- 
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ally tried and executed ineffigy. The Turks did not a& thug, 
Procefles for contumacy, and the publication and pofting up of 
fentences, being unknown among them, and much lefs execy- 
tions in effigy, their law prohibiting all human reprefentations 
of any kind whatever. It was in vain they infifted on Cante- 
mir’s being delivered up, Peter expreffing himfelf in thefe very 
words, in a letter to Vice-chancellor Shaffiroff : 


© Twill rather cede to the Turks all the country as far as 
Curfk ; I fhall ftill have fome hopes of recovering it; but my 
word onte forfeited, is irrecoverable; it muft not be violated. 


‘Honour is all we have peculiar to ourfelves ; renouncing that, 


is ceafing to be a Monarch.” 


‘ At length the treaty was concluded, and figned near the 
village Falkfen on the Pruth.’ : 





This volume concludes the Hiftory of Ruffia under Peter the 
Great; and an Appendix is added to it, containing the con- 
demnation of the Prince Alexis, articles of the peace at Neu- 
ftat, and the Czar’s proclamation for the coronation of the 
Emprefs Catherine. 


Of the tranflation it is needlefs to fay any thing: ard we fhall 
only mention an anachronifm copied from what in the original 
could only be a typographical error, that it may be correéted in 
a fature edition, viz. Auguftus King of Poland is faid to have 
waited upon the Czar at Jaroflow in 1714, (p. 10,) ‘inftead of 
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A Form of Prayer, and a new Collection of Pfalms, for. the Ufe of 
a Congregation of Proteflant Diffenters in Liverpool,  8vo. 
3s. 6d, fewed. -Henderfon. 


© this form is prefixed the following Advertifement,——~ 
‘ Thefe compofitions are not the hafty production of any 
one perfon, but the joint labour of feveral, improved by the 


judicious ‘remarks of many. The Society for whofe ufe they 


were drawn up, have now made them public; and hope they 
will receive many farther improvements, from, the candid exa- 


mination of thofe who have not yet perufed them.—-Until {uit- 


able offices are compofed for, Baptism, and the Lorp’s Sup- 


PER, thefe rites will be adminiftered as ufual among PRorest- . 
ANT DIssENTERS.” 


| In what manner public worfhip fhould be condu&ed, fo as 
beft to anfwer. the important ends ef its inftitution, is an en- 
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guiry into which, at prefent, we fhall not enter. It gives us 
great pleafure, however, to fee a public form introduced into a 
Congregation of Proteftant Diflenters. It does honour, in our 
opinion, both to their candour and their judgment; and the 
example, we hope, will have a happy influence on other con- 
gregations. ‘The uniformity that takes place, in regard to the 
mode of public worfhip, in fo heterogeneous a body as that of 

















the Difflenters, is, indeed, at firft fight, fomewhat furprizing ; 
efpecially when one confiders the diverfity of fentiments that is 
to be found among them, upon points which are certainly at- 
tended with fewer difficulties. It would not, perhaps, be a dif- 
ficult matter, however, to account for the uniformity of this 
mode, without having recourfe to a general perfuafion that it is 
preferable to any other mode. But as a free difcuflion of this 
delicate point, would, probably, give offence, we fhall content 
ourfelves with throwing out this general hint, which thofe who 
think the fubject is of importance, may purfue at their leifure. , 


The advantages arifing from ftated forms in public worfhip, 
have never, as fat as we know, been clearly and diftinctly ftated ; 
the fubject is certainly of great moment; and a full, candid, 
and fetious examination of it, would, we are perfuaded, be at- 
tended with confequences favourable to the caufe of truth and 
piety. 

In regard to the work now before us, it contains nothing, as 
fer as we are able to judge, but what every Proteftant may rea- 
dily aflent to; there is a plainnefs and fimplicity in the language 
which does honour to the Authors; the feveral fervices are 0 
a proper length; and a fpirit of rational piety breathes through- 
outthe whole. ‘The following fpecimen may not prove unac- 
ceptable to our Readers : 


© A Prayer for Repentance and Pardon. 


O Gracious God, our heavenly Father, who defireft not the 

death of a finner, but rather that he may turn from his 
wickednefs and live; and haft encouraged us to hope for thy 
mercy upon repentance, and amendment of life; we defire, 
with our whole hearts, to return to the obedience of thy com- 
mandments : may we from henceforth forfake every evil way ; 
correct whatever is wrong in our temper and conduct; and de- 
light in the practice of ever thing good and virtuous; that we 
may obtain from thee, the God of all mercy, the forgivenefs of 
rn fins; and an inheritance among thofe who are fan@tified. 

men. 


- © For religious Wifdam. 


O Father of lights, and fountain of knowlege, open the eyes 
of our minds, and enlighten us with true wifdom: may we 
P 4 have 
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have pure and worthy apprehenfions of thy nature and provi- 
dence; lead us toa right underftanding of that religion which ’ 
js acceptable to thee, and recommended to us in the Gofpel of 
thy Son: may we evermore difcern, approve, and practice, the 
things which are excellent; and, by a life devoted to thy fer- 
vice, be prepared for the glorious and everlafting kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. Amen. 


© For good Difpofitions. 
EY ER bleffed and moft holy God, who fearcheft the hearts 


of men; and before all things regardeft the virtuous and 
upright mind ; we befeech thee that our hearts may be endued 
with every good and pious difpofition: and that all the great 
truths of rel#gion may haye a powerful and lafting influence, in 
correGting the vices of our minds, and amending the diforders 
of our lives; that by purity and righteoufnefs, we may approve 
onrfelves to thee, the judge of all the earth, Amen, 


‘© Prety te GOD. 


Wwe defire at all times, to retain a2 moft devout fenfe, and 
holy admiration, of thine excellent nature; to reverence 
thine authority; to look up unto thee with fatisfaction and 
joy. as the giver of all good; to love thee with all our hearts ; 
‘to delight in thy fervice ; to be thankful for thine innumerable, 
and undeferved mercies ; to confide in thine all-gracious proyi- 
dence ; and to yield an unreferved, and grateful obedience, to 
all thy holy commandments, Amen. 
© Charity to Mankind, 

S children of the God of all loye and mercy; as members 

of the fociety of mankind; and the common difciples of 
fefus, we defire to put on bowels of mercy, kindnefs, compaf- 
fion, humblenefs of mind, meeknefs, long-fuffering ; forbear- 
ing one another, forgiving one another. We would do unto 
all men, as we defire they fhould do unto us; and in the con- 
ftarit exercife of juftice and honefty, humanity and mercy, fulfil 


the gracious purpofes of thy providence, and live in peace and 
charity with all men. Amen. | 


© Self-government, 


U NDER a deep fenfe of our obligations, as thine off-fpring, 

and the facred duties of our profeffion, as the difciples of 
Jefus, who hath called us to glory and virtue, and the joyful 
hope of immortality, we earneftly defire to maintain a conftant 
government over ourfelves; to be fober, chafte, and temperate 


in ajl things; and to direé our views to a future ftate, in joy- 


& For 


ful expectation ef thy mercy unto eternal life, Amen. 
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© For Sincerity. 


-~\ Ever prefent, moft holy, and righteous God ! before whom 
O all things are open; may our hearts be upright in thy fight: 
in whatever ftation thou art pleafed to appoint our lots and 
wherever we are, in public, or in private, may-it be our uniform 
and fteady purpofe, to difcharge our duty with fidelity: may 
we never remove our integfity from us: and in that folemn 
day, when thou fupreme-over all, fhalt judge the world by Je- 
fus Chrift, may we be able to appear with humble confidence 
and joy; and be admitted into his glorious and everlafting 
kingdom. Amen. : ? 


¢ Submiffion to the Divine Providence. 


O Lorp Gop, whofe never-failing providence ordereth all 
things both in heaven and in earth, and who art the Author 
of every good and perfe& gift ; we fubmit ourfelves to the dif- 
pofal of that wifdom which cannot err, and to the care of that 
goodnefs which is unchangeable and everlafting; lead us whi- 
ther thou pleafeft; place us in what circumftances thou {hale 
judge proper: we would do thy whole will with fidelity and plea- 
fure; we would bear thy whole will with fubmiffion and pati- 
ence: defend us, O gracious Father, from every real evil; con- 
fer upon us every needful good; may all events confpire to the 
improvement and eftablifhment of our virtue; and may we be 
conducted by thine unerring hand, through all the changes of 
this mortal life, and finally admitted to the everlafting habita- 
tions of the juft, which thou haft promifed to thy faithful fer~ 
vants, by Jefus Chrift, our Lord. Amen,’ 


*,.* The publication of thisForm of Prayer, &c. naturally 
Jeads our thoughts to the Liturgy of our eftablifhed Church, and 
makes us earneftly wifh, that our ecclefiaftical Governors would 
new-model the whole of it. This they cannot but know is the 
fincere defire of many perfons, eminent both for their learning 
and piety, and whofe warm attachment to the civil and religious 
conftitution of their country, has never been called in queftion, 
It muft, indeed, be matter of ferious concern to every reflecting 
mind, that, in a Church the moft diftinguifhed for its learnin 
and freedom of enquiry, of any in the Chriftian world, the ab- 
furdity of fome parts of its public fervice fhould be fo great, as 
would even fhock the underftanding of a Cherokee. R, 


PROVIDENCE: &n allegorical Poem. In Three Books, 
By John Ogilyie, M.A. Concluded, 


R, Ogilvie having, in the firft book of this poem, en- 
YA deavoured to yindicate the Economy of Provipsnce 
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in the natural world, makes the wifdom of its difpenfations, 
with regard to revealed religion, the fubje& of the fecond. 


We mutt own, that after the moft careful perufal of this 
book, as well as of the firft, it is our opinion, that the Author has 
diftinguifhed himfelf meft fuccefsfully in his poetical capacity, 
In vindicating the juftice and the wifdom of Providence in the 
order of nature, his fubje&t might, perhaps, have furnifhed him 
with more and ftronger arguments, drawn from philofophical 
obfervations and experiments, than he has made ufe of; and in 
attempting to remove the objection breught againft the late and 
partial publication of revealed religion, we are apprehenfive that 
the arguments he eftablifhes, will be thought very exception- 
able, and that it will not be deemed altogether confiftent with 
the fupreme wifdom and goodnefs, to have fuffered whole ages 
to languifh under the gloom of obfcurity, merely that fucceed- 
ing ages might be convinced of man’s natural incapacity to dif- 
cover, or attain to revealed truths. It is, and, indeed, has 
Jong been the ppinion of many judicious perfons, that, after 
all the labours of religious Controverfialifts, the reafon why 
the publication of the moft perfeé religion was fo long delayed, 
wil! ftill remain amongft the fecret counfels of Providence.— 
We remember, however, to have read an ingenious difcourfe, 
written by Dr. Robertfon, and preached before the Synod of 
Scotland, in which the propriety of the time when the Chrif- 
tian religion was revealed, is largely and forcibly difcuffed.— 
This Ditcourfe we recommend to fuch of our Readers as are 
inclined to enquire farther into the fubjeét *. 


But, though our ingenious Author has given us no mate- 
rial fatisfaétion with regard to this part of his fubject, he has 
afforded us abundant entertainment by the fplendor of his fcene- 
ry, the richnefs of his expreffion, and the various invention of 
his allegory.—Not fuch allegory as Spencer meditated, of Pay- 
nim fierce, or red-crofs Knight; but natural exhibitions of the 
beauties of the univerfe, the elegant effects of art and genius, 
and the touching fimplicity of native innocence. 


The fcene wherein the Author meets the Genii of his me- 
chanifm, Contemplation and Fancy, is thus beautifully defcribed : 


*T was where a plain far from the haunt of man, 
Spread its green bofom to the evening ray, . 
All foft and {weetly filent; my flow ftep 
Had !ed me wandering wide: the ftream of thought 
in that calm hour to meditation due, 
Flow’d on the foul fpontaneous; as the breeze 
On the fmooth current of fome limpid rill 


* See alfo the obfervations of Dr, Macknight, in the prefent Month's 


Review, p. 194. 
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Steals o’er the ruffled wave. A dufky wood 
O’erlook’d the field, and full in fight oppos'd, 

A range of hills frown’d o’er the checquer’d f{cene, 
Crown'd with gay verdure; whence the lift’ning ear 
Thrill’d to the mufic of the tuneful choirs 

That ftream'd fweet-warbling o’er the vale ; or heard 
Remote the deep's low murmur, like the voice 

Of torrents fromafar. Here all retired 

Muling | far. 


To prove the infufficiency of Reafon to difcover any confift- 
ent theological fyftem, and the confequent expediency and ne- 
ceffity of Revelation, fucceffive views of the ftate of the world 
are exhibited, -in the firft ages of fimplicity; under the future 
rudiments of culture; and, at laft, in the happier zra of its 
higheft improvement; in all which the enquiry is continued, 
whether the human mind was, at any of thefe periods, able to 
difcover a rational fyftem of religion: and how far its improve- 
ment in this refpect correfponded to its progrefs in the invention 
of arts, orin the refearches of {cience. 





The defcription of Arcadia, in its ftate of innocence; the 
appearance of Temptation, and its prevalence over the once 
happy inhabitants of that —— region, are finifhed by the 
glowing pencil of elegant Imagination. ) 


At the command of Contemplation Fancy creates the {cene : 


Graceful he faid :—when lo th’ attending Power 
Struck with her magic rod the {welling lawn, 
And work’d a new Creation! Thelow plain 
Stretch’d to a field immenfe, where fportive walk’d 
The fair-robed Summer,—O’er her glowing form 
Harmonious, flow’d the flower-embroider’d vet, 
Girt with a mantling zone ;—her lucid eye 
Beam’d {weetly-radiant ; and her cheek outvied 
The cherry’s deepening bloom. Soft on her lips 
Sat all the laughing Loves; and in her hair, 
Spread o’er the throbbing bofom, half-difclos’d, 
And fwelling to the breeze ; the Graces play’d 
Luxuriant.—Round, the bleating flocks were rang’d, 
A harmlefs train, that crop’d the flowery turf, 
Or quaf’d the filver rill. In frolic {port, 
All-light they wanton’d; for no mound reftrain’d 
Their aery paltime ; - and the favage tribe 
Sought not their peaceful cot. A diftant lake ®, 
That fwell’d its blue wave from the thymy hills, 





* A diftant lake, &c.] The lake Stymphalis in Arcadia, where this 
fcene is fuppofed to lye; which was contiguous to the city, and to the 
hills of that name, 


Gleam’d 
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Gleam’d thro’ the loofened grove. As yet the birds®, - 
Whofe wings expanded veil’d the noon-day fun, 
Stain’d not its tide. Not far the fimple hut, 

Sweet haunt of Innocence and Peace! o’erlaid 

With flender ofters, and the flexile fhrub, 

Checquer’d the rural landikip. O’er the field 

Rov’d the young Shepherds, {miling in the prime 

Of life, and near were feen the fpotlefs Fair 

Crown’d with the herbage of the broider’d mead, 
That fhower’d its fpoils around them. Beauty beam’d 
In every look, and on each cheek, the bloom 

OF rofy youth, delightful as it glow’d ; 

With {ofs inchantment ftole th’ enraptur’d eye. 


Rapt in {weet tranfport as 1 mark’d the fcene 

All balmy-breathing :—Hail ye happy feats 
[thus exclaim’d) ye gentle tribes that tafte 

he cup of Pleafure, by the baleful feeds 
Of Care untainted! may no Syren charm 
Your ftep from Nature’s open court, to ftray 
Amid’ the wilds of Paffion! may you walk, 
Thus bleft, thus harmlefs, till fuperior Powers 
Once more defcending to th’ abodes of ‘man, 
Mark a new Eden, and tranfported join 
To mortal ftrains the high feraphic lay! 


Thus from the feeling heart with joy infpir’d, 
The ftream of rapture flow’d.—The power of thought 
Smil'd with confenting mien. Bleft is the man 
Who hears the voice of Nature; who retir’d 
From buftling life, can feel the gladdening beam, 
The hope that breathes of Paradife. Thy deeds, 
Sweet Peace, are mufic to th’ exulting mind: 
Thy prayer, like incenfe wafted on the gale 
Of Morning, fpreads ambrofia, as the cloud 
Of fpicy fweets perfumes the whifpering breeze 
That fcents Arabia’s wild.—Yon rural train, 

In carelefs indolence reclin’d ; the field, 

Gay with the hues of Summer ; the loofe herds 
That roam the pafture, and diffus’d o’er all, 
The {mile of Innocence, .the guilelefs blufh 
Of fimple Nature ;—let thefe fcenes recall 

The prime of days, when.in-its vernal bloom, 
Earth robed in verdure, from the Maker’s hand 
Came warm and genial; aad her peaceful fons 
Knew not the lore of Luxury.—Serene 
Thou.deett-them; various in the rural tak 


* As zet the birds.) The Stymphaljan ‘birds who haunted this lake, 
and infefted the gountry; are well known ; as it was one of the labotirs of 


Hercyles tharoughly. to fubdue them. » The fertility of Arcadia, and the 


fimple manners of its firft inhabitants, render it eculiarly prapét to the 
end for which this defcription is introdueed, , . 
b cees Employ'd 5 
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Employ’d; or fporting o’er the lillied lawa ; 
Or ftretch’d at eafe beneath the mantling bough, 
Hymning the great Creator, py tribe! 

But perfec? Happinefs to man’s frail race 

Pertains not.—Drink inftruétion, and be wife. 


He fpoke ;—and fudden as I gaz’d around, 
Bright in the glittering Eaft * a form appear’d 
Divinely beauteous, whofe rich plumage gleam’d 
Gay to the dazzling fup : beyond the race 
Of mortals fair, beyond the human fize 
Rais’d, with fuperior dignity fhe trod ; 

And feem’d a Goddefs from celeftial climes 

To man defcending, — lenieat hand 
Might point the to Happinefs.. Her head 
A a gpa o’er her limbs a robe 
Floated in eafy majefty ; a ftar 

Peam’d from her brow ; and on her arm. fhe bore 
A polith’d mirror, where the forms of things 
Reflected, with tranfcendent luftre flam’d. 
Age in the glafs beheld its wrinkled front 
Smooth as the cheek of Hebe. Beauty fhone 
With angel-radiance ; and Deformity, 

(Had fhrank Deformity been there) had vy’d 
With Helen ftruggling in the arms of Love 
Sweetly relugétant. Such the Goddefs fhone. 


Not long fhe trod the plain, when gathering round, 
The rural tribe yet innocent, beheld 
Her form with wonder; eyed her purple plumes, 
Her crown, her flature, and her magic glafs, 
Curious, amaz’d, delighted.—But when near 
She held the mirror up, and fhow'd the face 
That glow’d celeftial, foft as Fancy paints 
Bright Venus orient from the filver wave ; 
The throng obfequious to the powerful charm 
Purfued her ftep, nor knew that all the fcene 
Was falfe and hollow ; nor behind the veil 
Difcern’d Temptation ; till fhe led them on,, 
Where rob’d in vivid green, a meadow {pread 
Its velvet mantle to the fun. All-wild 
They rufh’d along, till in the fecret {nares 
Spread o’er the {miling lawn, their flippery feet 
Befet, the Fiend fecured them as her prey. 












































Loft then at once were all the native charms 
Of tender Innocence ; the heart no more 


* Bright in the glittering Eaff, &c.] The Reader will cbferve,’ that 
this allerorical Perfonage is faid to come from the Eaft; as it was from 
that pari of the world, alternately conquered by the Greeks and the Ros 
maris, that the luxury and effeminacy which finally ruined both thefe na 
ons, was originally derived. : 

: Whifper’d 
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Whifper'd its dictates to the fimple tongue : 

But fmooth Deceit, familiar in the robe 

Of Virtne, then firft taught the gentle {mile 

To veil the rankling thought. Caught in the net 
OF Vice, debilitating Sloth unnerved 

Each manly effort ; and Corruption, fure 

As fome dark Miner, fapp’d the mounds of Truth ; 
And gave the throng to wanton o’er the mead 
Enlarg’d, and {creen’d from fight the powerful chains 
Unfele, that held them in the Tyrant’s power. 


The reflections which this allegory affords on the fubje&, are 
thus exprefled by Contemplation : 


Now mark (thus ferious fpoke the hoary fire) 
How vain the boait of. Reafon, that prefumes 
Its powers adequate to difclofe the truths 
Reveal’d by Wifdom.—To themfelves thou faw’ft 
Yon tribes abandon’d, free to chafe their path 

n Nature’s common, as the judging mind 
Approv’d or cenfur’d from impartial view. 
Whence then by Paflion’s lawlefs arm fubdu’d, 
Thus unrefifting fall they? Why. reprefs’d * 
Before Temptation’s guileful glance, fubfides 
The voice of Reafon? His deep-fearching eye 
Had feen the fraud of yon deceitful glafs, 
Had warn’d the throng to fhun th’ infidious {nare ; 
Had kept them innocent, did’ft thou defcribe 
His {phere with truth.—But how this leading Guide 
Shields the firm thought from Pleafure’s gilded lure, 
Thou feeft ; unequal to the tafk, he fhrinks 
Back from the field, or yielding +, takes the fide 

Of 


* Why repre{s’d, &c.] The Reader will obferve, that though there is 
fome allegorical defcription blended with this ftory; yet the principal 
fact is itrictiy true. ‘The Arcadians were early invited to paftoral life 
by the richnefs and fertility of their pafturage ; they became afterwards 
a martial and intrepid people, as Herodotus particularly attefts, Hilt. 
lib, i. and they were at laft enervated by the luxury which fpread uni- 
verfally among their countrymen. 

t Yielding takes the fide of Paffion] This unequal poife of Reafon 
and the Paffions, is a truth which will ffand in need of no proof to any 
perfon who is attentive to the operations of his own mind. The ac- 
count which Cicero gives of this mattér from his own experience, will 
be confirmed by univerfal teftimony. Speaking of the errors which are 
imbibed in youth, he fubjoins : Cum vero accedit eodem quafi maximus 
quidam magifter Populus, atque omnis undique ad vitia confentiens 
multitudo, tum plane inficimur opinionum pravitate, a Naturaque defcif- 
cimus ;—& optimus quilque veram illam giriam expetens, quam unam 
Natura maxime inquirit, in /vma iranitate verfatur: confectaturque 
nullam eminentem effigiem virtutis, fed adumbratam imaginem gloriz. 


Tufc. Quaft, lid. iit. How this defcription of hyman Nature agrees 
with 
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Of Paffion, or faint-whifpering, if his voice 
Diffuades from peril; yet its found unheard, 
Amid the tumult of the madning mind 
Negleéted dies; as when the thunder roars ; 
The gentle murmur of the purling rill 
Strikes not retentive on the thrilling ear. 


Since then unfit from fmooth Temptation’s {mile 
To fave its Votaries, in the trying hour 
Decoy’d by Pleafure; fince his feeble glance 
Difcerns not Vice behind the mantling veil 
Of borrowed charms; or dimly feen, his voice 
Detains not from the chace:—Is Reafon then 
Thus weak, to nobler work adequate, bold 
To fearch th’ Eternal in his work, or known 
In Truth’s ftrait path to guide the reftive mind ; 
When fway’d by Fancy in his choice, or dup’d 
By Paffion in his purfuit?—Let thy thought, 
Weigh the full proof, and pondering judge the whole, 


The next allegorical fcene is, indeed, a noble one: it is a 
defcription of ancient Egypt; and as the moral of the former 
allegory was the infufficiency of human reafon to guard againft 
the itratagems of Temptation, when unfupported by the fanc- 
tions of a rational religion; fo the conclufion drawn from the 
following is the incapacity of a nation, diftinguifhed by arts 
and fciences, to difcover any fuch religion by its own powers : 


High o'er broad lawns with broider’d vefture gay, 
Where Nature’s liberal hand had fhower'd profufe 
Her richeft treafures, and the young-eyed Spring 
Walk’d in loofe luxury; we mark’d fublime, 

A fpacious theatre, whofe round inclos’d 

Proud Fanes, the boaft of Science; abelifks 
That touch’d the blue horizon; towering domes 
Piled in rude grandeur; and the dizzy height 
Of fky-topt pyramids, whofe fteepy {pires 
O’erlook’d a wafte of empire. ”T was in all, 

A mighty city; round whofe ample fkirts 

A circling terrafs ran, broad, firm, and ftrong, 
To ftand the dafh of torsents. From the brow 
Of a fteep hill, we view’d the {cattering throngs 


with what he fays afterwards of- the wife man keeping his mind in a per- 
fect and uninterrupted equilibrium ; I cannot fo readily difcover. ‘1 his 
admired Antient has probably been led into trains of fentiment appa- 
tently oppofite, by negleéting on fome occafions to confider, that what~ 
ever difference we my obferve in the charaéters and actions of men : 
yet the radical and difcriminating qualities of the human mind, are 
chara€teri:tic, in fome meafure, of every individual; and a man with 
his paflions and reafon in conftant equilibrium, would be an obje& as 
extraardiuary as the Arabian Phgenix. I 

That ° 
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That roam'd at large. Some from the terrafs* height » 
Breath'd the cook breeze, whofe lily-fcented wing 
Perfum’d the ambient air: fome o’er the mead 
Wanton’d in eafy indolence, and cull'd 

The fpoils of Summer; while a few retir'd 

Sat on a tower’s proad embofs'd around 
With myftic figures; and in thought elate, 
Mark’d the declining fun ; defcrib’d the courfe 
Of planetary orbs ; and when the ray 

Of thy Aurora ting’d the glowing aft, 

* Eyed the firft beam that gilds the morning far, 
And view’d its courfe along the brightning ties. 


Not far, a river o’er its pebbled bed 
Roll’d a majeftic ftream ; along its bank, 
Bloom’d the fair herbage of the mantlivg lawn, 
Whofe living hues illum’d th’ unbounded {cenes. 
With rich variety: fpontaneous glow’d 
In gay affemblage, all that-binds the locks 
Of Spring, when blufhing, from her primrofe couch 
She flarts ; or floating wide, and circling, forms 
The Summer’s radiant mantle, loofely gay. 


Charm’d as I leok’d, bewilder’d Thought furvey’d 
This fcene of wonders burfting on its view, 
Perplex’d ; nor knew to clear th’ entangling maze. 

_ + Chief on the figares dwelt my dubious fearch : 
n 


* Eyed the firft beam, &c.} By the morning ftar here is not meant the 
planet Venus, which ufually goes under that name; but the Dog-ftar ; 
from whofe appearance, when it firft rofe above the horizon, the Egyp- 
= Philofophers eftimated the plenty or barrennefs of the fucceeding 
eafon. 

t+ Chief on the figures, &c.] The Egyptians, who applied themfelves 
early to the ftudy of Philofophy, sarenied this methad of communicat- 
ing knowlege, ptobably as being beft adapied to the felfith purpofe of 
confining it to afew., It.was impoffible when the God Mythras was re- 


ag by the Egyptians and Perfians, fometimes with the head of a 
] 


on and the body of a man; fometimes with a ferpent twined about 
him ; fometimes with a flaming torch; and at others, in the habit of 
an High-prieit :—that the vulgar of thefe nations fhould comprehend 
the doctrines which were veiled in this manner; and were conveyed fo 
darkly to the mind, that the refearch of Science is bewildered in at- 


) cpycne to account for them. See Univ. Hift. vol. I. p. 507. Gale’s 


Court of the Gent. val. I. Le Pluche Hift. du Ciel! Paff. In faeceed- 
ing ages, when principles began to be eftablifhed, and regular fyftems 
to be deduced from them, this method of propagating Science: became 
vague, uncertain, and unintelligible to the bulk of mankind, from thé 
multitude of objets which were to be illuftrated. The Egyptian learn+ 
ing therefore, which was at firft conveyed by hicroglyphical fymbols; 
was then partly preferved in the antient manner, by being infcribed om 
pillars erected for that ‘purpofe ; and was partly committed to wanes 
' an 
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In deep fufpence, and fcann’d their myftic fhapes ; 
Their parts incongruous, where the wither’d hand 
Of bent Deformity had caft the moulds, 

And wildly freak’d with Beauty. Strow’d o’er all, 
Thefe forms unfeemly touz'd th’ enquiring mind ; 
And couch’d fome truth myfterious. The thort glance 
Of mift-eyed Reafon darken’d as it view'd : 
Nor Fancy’s lightning-beam could pierce the veil. 


While thus wild Paftime o’er th’ inviting fcenes 
Amufive roam’d;—lo, from his fecret cell, 
Uprofe the River-Genius! In his hand 
A trident wav’d, and o’er his form fublime 
Floated the mantling azure. On acar 
Of pearl, inlaid with fhells, whofe polith thone 
Refplendent to the fun ;.. led by the train 
Of {porting Naiads, fat the god-like.Power ; 
His blue locks waving to. the fluttering breeze 
‘That wanton’d as he came, Gay, Plenty near, 
Shook her bright wings, and.ey’d the laughing mead - 
With {miles afkance, and. o'er the landtkip hel 
Her horn redundant; all the blufhing year 
With rich luxuriance bloffem'd in her {mile. 


He ftood :—and fudden in the fwelling tide 
Plung’d his broad trident: " From its bottom turn’dy 
The working current boil'd. . Not long its bank 
Reprefs'd the ftream, but rifing oer the mound, 
It {wept, a debuge, o’er the fhrinking lawns ; 
And roll’d promifcuous on its wave, the fpoils 
That crown’d the fmiling year. Its banks o'erfpread, 
Full on the city pour'd t guihing ftream, 
And fhook its circling terrafs, _ * Wide around , 
It fpread, and whelming wrapt the broad champaign 3. 
Far as the keen eye ftretch’d its boundlefs view, 

Within, 


and configned to the cuflody of the Priefts. Pythagoras at laft became 
acquainted with this hieroglyphieal learning, and tranfplanted it into 
Greece. SeeStrab. lib. xvii. and fees Gonrt, de vit. Pythag. ° 

* Wide areund it Jpread.] In this defcription of the Nile ove:*owing, 
the Author has confidered his work asa poem, in which it ismeceflary 
to bring as many objegts as poflible into one view ; rather than as au 
hiftorical detail, in which the order of Nature isexaaly followed. 1 hus 
the inundation of this river, and its confequences, as far as thefe are 
connected with the prefent fubje&t, are collected into one defcription 3 
though hiftory informs us, that this procefs goes forward very gradually. 
The overflowing of the Nile bepins about the fummer folitice; and the 
river through the three fucceeding months continues to rife to the height 
of about fixteen cubits, when the canals are opened, and the waters ate 
difperfed over‘Upper-and Lower Egypt. After that time it decreafes.as 
lowly, and- leaves the country covered with -flime, and fitted for the 
Purpofes of agriculture. The Reader may fee this curious fubject more 
Rav, Mar. 1764, Q. particulaily 
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Within, the voice of tumult.and. amaze 
Was heard difcordant ; for the {warming throng 


7 Raid er the ftreets; fome fromthe fhelter'd walt ‘ 


fee the.copious tides, to,mark-the field 9.5» 
Juft;fhrinking from the fght!, or the rude rock, 
Halt-lott,and half-projetted o’er the waves +, . : 
O’erlook the mighty. om Some intents) <!\c , 
With eager hope explor’d the-rifing ftreamy. >. : 
And.fearch’d. its op thence: kindling Fancy view’d 
The diftant Autumn, faw the forward fkep.- 
Of laughing Ceres, or aghaft beheld : 

Where pale-lip’ d Famine,. from her baleful wing. - 
Shook Jivid.poifon on the blafted year. 


Moft fought the facred Fane. The facred Fane, ~ 
With open porch, received the folemn throng . 
That call’d their God.—But farting with amaze; 
What fadden hosror thrill’d the darting thought! __ 
When for that God whofe thunder rends the fkies; . 
Whrofe glance is lightning, and whofe arm fublime__- 
Consoatl the vaft of Nature: when for Him = ~~ 
Unknown ;—the brute ftood bellowing !—In the Fane, 
Superb of ftructure, lodg’d the lordly Bull ; . : 8 
And ftar’d, affrighted at the proftrate train 
That bow’d before his fhrine! with awe-check’d hope’ 
Approaching! and with pious fervor warm, 
Imploring aid !—Grim Superttition then 
Obtain’d his noblefttriumph; and elate, 
Chain’d Reafon to his car.—Aghaft I gaz’d 
With filent wonder; till Refentment tos d 


The ftruggling thought, and gave the voice to fow:.. 


“« Thus ‘then abforb’d is Truth’s meridian ray ? 
Thus ftoops th’ Almighty’s image to the thrine | 
Of neville Inftinét? then how vain is man? maar 
Whence then the judging power by Heaven beftow’d? °°?! 
Whence weak Philofophy thy. boafted fway ?. a 


Why hears the mind appall’d the bold reproae” orf wt 
Of Heav'n’s Vicégerent? Why the great com = 
‘That once conferr’d dominion ?—Yet not alJ' °° | 8 PO? 
~ Thus meanly bend; thus from his glorious fphere,' ~'” peter : 
Pull that internal fun, that lights the-fouk ; bePuagitet, se 
And quench his radiant beam.—But fay what men; *"” 
What fons of Night and Ignorance are thefe?” a R 
To this the Sire unmoved. Thou feeft difplay ‘be; Lick ods 


The land of Nile, the fair iMlumin’d clime, 
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~ PRovipence, a Poem: 427 


Firk Mretch’d his eagle-thought: whence the pale dawn 
Of Science o’er di*enlightned nations fhone: *  ” 
Lo where proud Memphis’ mighty towersidifplay’d,, 
Stand in thy fight!’ +The towering piles that ftrike 
Th’ aitonith’d gaze, by toiling ages rear'd, | 
‘The tombs of Kings, inclofe the putrid earth 
By worms now loath’d. Yon high majeftic dome 
In folemin grandeur rear’d, unfolds toview ° - 
+The labyrinth. | Thefe figures widély ftrow’d, 
The myflie fpells flung’care-efs o'er the tobe | 
Of Thought, where Keafon’s deep difcerning feareh 
Can catch ideal fhapes ;_ veil’d from. the, ken 
Of vulgar hope, as yon pale wellern gleam . 
Behind the cloud’s blue mantle. . The fine form, 
Fir’d by the fan’s attenuating beam 
That thrills the vivid nerve ; alive and keen, 
Drinks purer fpirits, and the kindling foul 
Starts all to tranfport; fin the {parkling glafs 
Where 


© Whence the pale dawn of Sciences &c.] Though it is not wholly 
evident, that the Greeks derived the firft rudiments of learning from 
Egypt, as Cadmus, who introduced letters, was a Pheenician ; yet it is 
certain, that their philofophical and mythological fy ems were, originally 
founded upon the knowlege which was acquired by the perfons who tra- 
velled in that country. Thus Diogenes Laertius informs us, that Py- 
thagoras while he refided in Egypt, was made acquainted with that fe- 
cret learning, which was concealed from the vulgar of their own coun- 
try, and from the foreigners of others. He returnéd inftruéted in all 
the wifdom of Egypt; and communicated the knowlege he had acquired 
tohiscountrymen, We have reafon to-believe, that the Greeks derived 
their {kill in navigation from the Phoenicians, who were a maritime peo- 
ple, as Thales, and fome of their otlier Philofophers, are faid to have 
tefided in that cultivated nation. It is, however, probable, that 
their aftronomical learning came originally from Egypt, rather than 
from Babylon; (notwith{tanding the teftimony of Herodotus to the 
contrary) as their Philofophers were much earlier acquainted with the 
former nation than with the latter ; and it is certain, that the Egyptians 
applied at a very early period to Afironomy and Geometry; ftudies 
which they were in fome meafure neceflitated to purfue, by the peculiar 
circumftances of their country. By meafuring the depths of the Nile, 
and by knowing the quantity of water which was neceffary to fertilize 
the foil, they were probably led to acquire geometrical knowlege ; and 
as the appearance of the Dog-fiar regulated this matter, it is reafonable 
to fuppofe, that their attention to this circamftance introduced atftro- 
nomical refearches. See Diod. Sicul. lib. i. | 


. The todvering piles, &c. The labyrinth.| For a particul 
Of thofe Wonderful ftru€tures, we refer the Reader to Herodot: 
C127, 148; &c. Ammian. Marcel. lib. xxiii. and Diod. ub. fi 


"'t Inthe fparkling glafi, &c.] This defcription of the Eattern 
may ké applied with particular propriety to the Egyptians, among whoin 
: Q2 enigmas, 


























Provipence, a Poem. 


Whrere Fancy looks, ten:thoufand beautecus fhapes. 

Dance on the fight; and Judgment’s guiding hand 

From.thefé feleéts to.clothe her kindred train, 

Robid like the Spring; in all the looten’d {wim 

Of {weeping Luxury.— Hence Learning fhann’d 

The Vulgat's rude approach ; Philofophy 

Walk’d with the Graces: the myfterious veil 

Wrapt o’er her form, from the weak dazzled eye 

Screen’d her diviner beauties.—Lo thy doubts 

At once difpell’d! Not thefe the fimple train 

Of fmiling Innocence, untaught to know. 

Temptation’s larking Jnare; to fhun the thorn 

O’erlaid with flowers. Not thefe have trod the gloom 

Of Night:and Ignorance: but the young beam 

Of dawning ‘Science, o’er th’ enlightned mind 

Hath fhone all radiant as the fpangling-itar 

That giids the Morn’s fair crown, bold Reafon there 

Hath ranged his circuit; and ? a glimmxring ray 
enigmas, fymbols, fables, and allegories, which are the offspring of 
imagitiatioh, were remarkably predominant. As a proof of. this, in 
€oncurrence with other teftimony, we need only to adduce the practice 
of the Poets who travelled into that country, and formed their writings 
wpon the model of that people. See the Author's Efiay on the Lyne 
Poet. of the An. Let. i. p. 16, &c. 


_ * A glimmering ray from Revelation.| Though there is no doubt forme 
troth in this obfervation, yet by the well-meant zeal of fome Writers, 
who would deduce every mythological abfurdity from the Bible; it has. 
given rife to fo many extravagant theories, that an impartial Reader whd 
would examine this matter, finds himfetf bewildered in the labyrinth 
Of conje&tire. Some of thefe Gentlemen (otherwife refpeétable for 
their learning) indulge the wildeft flights. of imagination, and collet 
the remotelt points of fimilarity to fupport their hypothefes. Thefe, 
becahfe they have found an ancient city of Cilicia, of the name of 
AAANA, they will have this place to be built in honour of Adam ; and 
Becaufe Adam is called the fon of Ged, and Saturn the fon of Heaven, 
for this and fome other proofs equally conviticing, they would perfuade 
ws that Saturn was Adam. See Voff. de Idol. lib. i. The Reader is no 
fooner inclined to with that this might be {upported by probable evi- 
dence, but a fecond tribe are introduced, who tell us, that Saturn was 
-not_Adam, but Abraham. In the fame fpirit, a learned Author cof- 
jectures, that the Taautus (from whom Sanchoniatho ‘is {aid to have 


borrowed maffy of his principles) was the fame with Moles; and this - 


for no reafon, but becaufe Mo’es and Sanchouiatho happen to agree in 
fome tenets with regard to Phyfiology. ‘he truth of this matter pro- 
bebly is, that the Jews and Egyptians became reciprocally ‘acquainted 

‘With he opinions of each other, at the time when the former were ina 
dtate of captivity; and hente, no doubt, avife fome refemblanées in 
their phi'ofephic:] opinions, which are, however, fo intermingled with 
fictitious ctrcumitances on the part.of the latter, that it is no eafy thing 
wo difcover the lareat truth which is screened behind fo dark a vel. 


@ From 






















































PrRoviDENcE, a Poems 


From Revelation, trembling. thro’ the void, 

Hath glancedon Truth, Over all the circling tkies, 
Gay Hope elate hath ftretch’d her daring flight, 

And {cann’d their worlds unnumbered. —Yet are thefe 
Thus groveling tothe brute! When o'er their fields, 
Rolls yon deep current to impregn the foil 

With fatning moifture: * at the pompous fhrine 

Of bellowing Apis; yon pale proftrate throng 
Difgrace the namé of Wifdom, and of man. 


On the foregoing paflage the Reader may poflibly conclude 
with us, that it was not worth while to contradict the known 
and received philofophy of the inundation of the Nile, for the 
fake of a little of the marvellous, and the poetical crifis in- 
troduced. 


Ancient Greece is the next object of allegory; and, after 
defcribing the fuperftition of the Athenians, and the perverfion 
of the fine arts to promote its purpofes, the conclpfion from 
the whole is, that the human mind in every ftate, either of in- 
nocence, of knowlege, or of the higheft poffible improvement, 
is unable to form any confiftent fcheme of theology. 


The fubje& of the third and Jaf book, is the Difpenfations 
of Providence with regard to human life. 


As this book was the moft dificult to the Author, fo it will 
likewife be moft unentertaining to the generality of Readers : 
itis, however, by no means deftitute of thofe fine effects of 
imagination which moft agreeably characterife all Mr. Ogilvie’s 


peccical writings. 


_ The do@trine of the firft allegory is, that difeafes are the con 
fequences of intemperance, and temptation of opulence. , 


* At the pompous fbrinz, &c.] The Apis of the Egyptians reprefented 
the God Ofiris, whofe foul was fuppofed:to tranfmigrate into’ this ani- 
mal. The funeral honours performed to this Deity; and the places 
through which the proceffion paffed, gave occafidn, as Diodorus Sicu- 
lus infinuates, to the fables of Cocytus, Lethe, Charon, &c. to which 
the Poets are (o highly indebted. Phe next in fucceilion to Apis was a 
ball called Mnevis, :and-worfhipped at Heliopolis. . 0.ds Hasson 
TeePon:vO Cy: ov Mycury RAUCH, fASAGLS ET hy 5 d:vlepaxs EXE ThpAces juclece trv ATi, 
Plac. de Tid. & Ofid. Abfurd, however, as this, and many other Egyp- 
tian in{titutions may appear, it is yet certain that ihey retaived juft ideas 
of the Supreme Being. Of this truth the celebrated infcription, on the 
temple at Sais, as it is preferved by Plutarch, affords a remarkable 
proof. De lfid. & Ofid. The opinions ef this kind which were enter- 
tained appeared to have. beén confined to a few individuals, as the bulk 
of the people certainly run into the mok abfurd and sidiculous 


theology. | 
Q% 4% The 
























































PROVIDENCE, a Poem. 


The fcenery of the region of PreasureE in this allegory, 
the high painting of the Goddefs, andthe various delufion and 
intoxication of her votaries, are worthy the pencil of our ctea- 
tive Poet ; it MRISY 6 8 : 





He {poke ; and fwelling, as the magic rod 

Of Fancy touch’d the'trembling earth; around, 
A woody theatre arofe'! “the pies 

Wav’d their green vefture o’er the fhaded lawn, 
Where bloom’d fpontaneous beauty: all the tribe 
That mellow Autumn from the cloudy hill 
Beholds loofe-floating.». Mid the eircled field 

An eafy mount/aftending, raifed its head 

High o’er the topmott boughs; whence to the gaze 
Delighted, all the rufhing landkip glow’d. 

Two paths of flowery turf, where Art difpofed 
The rich embroidery, blooming as it rofe ; 

Led thro’ the winding foreft. One entic’d 

Th’ unwary ftep, that gradual fcal’d the brink 
Of a fteep precipice; whence the weak fight, 
Dizzy with horror! mark’d the fhaggy rock, 

An height immenfe! and tottering as he gaz‘d 
Th’ affiighted youth drop’d headlong. From the mount 
The other {weeping fhew'd a pompous pile ; 
Whofe front tranfparent glittered to the fun, 
‘And thew’d the broider’d dale. Its form difplay’d 
The fimple elegance of tafte.——Below 

A range of pillars, eafy, light, fublime ; 

Upheld at once, and dignified the domes 

That o’er the fwelling arch majeftic lean’d. 
Above, an aery cupola difplay'’d 

Jts gleaming circle; from the illumin’d round, 
The landfkip dane’d in all the kindling hues 

That Faney eyes with tranfport. — 


As all-diffolving, on the moynt's high brow 
I mark’d the fcene luxuriant ;—on my ear 
The lute fweet-warbling pour’d a melting lay 
Deep-felt, that trembled to the wihhing foul. 


Sudden, a Form all-radiant, as the cloud 
That gilds a fummer eve ; flaw from the grove 
Advane’d; of.winning port; her pinion’d wings 
en loofe, and glitter’d to the fparkling ray. 
A veil fair-mantling, o’cr her glofly limbs 
Flow’d carelefs down; and fwimming to the breeze, 
Heightned the ivory polifh.—In her hand 
The lute, of voice melodious, thro’ the trees 
Low-murmuring wav’d; and on her moiftned lips 
The Graces dropt ambrofia. Gradual on 
She came, and fhow’d her charms all heav’nly fair, 
Full to th’ altonith’d gaze : and from the gate 
‘Wide-opening, rufh’d her loud-exulting train, 





A joyous 



















































PROVIDENCE, @ Poem. 23u 


A jeyous tribe, that thro’ the mazy dafide 
Harmonious fkimm’din aery ring; gay-rob'd, 
As the fair people of a vernal noon ; 

That {port, and humming ply th’ aerial wing. 


One mid the circling throng fuperior trod, | 
And claim’d their homage; yet ‘his cheek retain’d 
The fading rofe of wm that ere its. prime I 
Difeafe had wither’d, as th’ expanding bud, BAT i 
Smit by pale lightning’s beauty-blafting wing, q 
Untimely droops, aad quivering threats a fall, bds 
F’re Autumn’s rude breath bare the leafy hough. | He 
Yet reeling from the feaft, his eyes announc’d i} 
Tntempesate joy, though flow-corroding Care ait t 
Sat on his front.: ‘Behind him crawl’d the ttep | 
Of feeble Age; a Sire, whofe ragged brow . | 
Time's er ges plough-fhare deepning as it roll’d, 

Had mark’d with furrows ; and his. palfied limbs 
Bent, as he totter’d o'er the ruftlieg Jawa. 

The reft laugh’d loud, and-Mirth with frolic laugh 
Danc'd on their dimpling cheek : light to the voice 
Of the foft lute, all look they rov’d along, 

Where young-eyed Pleafure, led their ftep, elate, | 
And heedlefs of the roads The blooming Fair, i 
Now fmiling charm’d them ; now her ftealing lay | 

: Thrill’d to the foul. Along the flowery path ; 
Carelefs they follow’d; till aghaft. they view’d = 
The headlong precipice; and check’d their courfe .. ‘ 
Sudden, and ftarting, mark’d the howling wild. _ | a 


Yet foon the danger vanifh’d: the bleak fcene A 
Familiar, frown’d nomore. Though to the brink 

One came, and foundering, tumbled as he gaz'd ; : 

Another run, ftood, totter'd, reel’d, and fell: 

Yet ftill the crowd:precipitate prefs’d on, | 

' Fearlefs of death. . Some ta their bofoms clafp'd « : : 

The rofy-featured Maid, whofe beating veins | 





Pig 62” 








Throbb’d with foft tumult, and her downy cheek 

Glow'd to the warm embrace. Some fnatch’d the cup 

Where the wine {parkled, and with eager thirft 
Quaff’d its delicious poifon. Some retired : 
Far in the dark ware deep recefs, ‘explor’d | 
Its windings wild, and led the willing Fair , ; 
To bowers where Nature weaved th’ entangling fhrub : 
In mazes intricate ;, ghat fcarce the breeze , | | 
Was heard to murmur, and fhe Sun’s weak eye 

J.ook'd glimmering thro’ the gloom. "Twas all a fcene | 
Of {port, and frolic dance, and laughing joy. 





Long o'er the lillied plain I caft my eye; 
Jong mark’d the crowd that roam’d delighted on : | 
_ Alternate tranfpott, pity, love, and fear ~ .- Peas 
Q4 Work'd 











PROVIDENCE, @ Poem, 


Work’d in my bofom. Dubious as I ftood, 
The Sire benignant fmiled, and thus refum’d. ‘ 


Lo! from thy heav'n-illumin’d glance, the mift 
That veils from mortal man; the Powers unfeen 
Who prompt to vice, is vanifh’d! Rafe thy fight 
From yon black cloud, and mark what forms appear. 


1 look’d, and hovering o’er the flowery turf 
Were feen innumerable fhapes, whofe wings 
Wav’'d on the wind, or o’er the glittering field 
Who trod in filence. Care with lowering brow 
Slow ftalk’d, and Slander, fpeckled as the fnake 
That ftings th’ unwary traveller, along 
The tainted earth trail’d loofe ; or born on wings 
Blue as the brimftone’s gleam, in fecret fhot 
Her poifon’d arrows; pining Envy gnaw’d 
A blafied laurel, from the locks of Fame 
Snatch’d, as the Geddefs to her lips applied 
Her mighty trump, and * fwell’d a folemn note 
To Homer's venerable name.—Not far 
Stood Difcord foaming. Riot double-tongued, 
And gleaming Frenzy, and thy yellow win 
Revenge, fell fiend! fhook plagues, and thro’ the breaft 
Infufed their venom to the inmoft foul. 

O’er all Difecfe her beauty- withering wand 
Wav'd high; and heaving on the heavy air 

Her raven-pinions ; bloated as fhe fail’d 

The face of Nature. Shapelefs was her form, 
And void; the owl’s ill omen’d eyes high-rais’d, 
Speckled her front; her noftrils breathed a cloud; 
Pale | amine’s f#llow hand had fcoop’d her cheek ; 
And a green viper form’d her forky tongue. 

Her wings the rank fen’s putrid fteam compos’d, 
Condens’d to folid. All her form below 

Ended in fiery bafilifks, and fnakes, 

And fcorpions dropping venom —Slow fhe mov’d 
Aleng the troubled air; and from a bag, 
(Wrought deep by Envy in her midnight den) 
Scater d the feeds of death. “The fparkling bow] 
Received them now; and now th’ enfeebled corfe 
Lank, open, fpent, at each unfolding pore 

Suck’d in the poifin, as it rofe decay'd, 

Livid, and weak, from Pleafure’s luofe embrace. 


Soon o’er each withering check, the baleful Power 
Had fpread unfeen her life-conluming ftain ; 


* Saveli’d a folemnu note to Homer's, &c.) This refers (as the intelli 
gent Reacer will obferve) to the mean attempts of fome -Critics, who, 
becaufe they cannot reach the fphere of Homer, would,pull down this 
great Genius to their own level. 


Nor 
































































ProvIDENCE, a Poems 


Nor knew th’ exulting Youth, who quaff’d elate 
The draught delicious, that untimely frof 
Lurk'd by the fprings of life ; and fecret chill’d 
The florid blood, and mark’d him for the tomb, 


At laft with weak ftep came the trembling Sage, 
Haggard, and fhrinking from the breeze; his voice 
Was deep, and hollow; and the loofe nerves fhoo, 
His filver-{prinkled head. He thus began : | 


“ O yet, while Heav’n fafpends your doom, be wife, 


My Sons! O ceafe to liften to the lore 

Of Pleafure! Death attends her forward ftep ; 
And Rain’s keen dart fhoots pointed from her {mile. 
Hear then the words of Age: Yet Fate beftows 
One hour ; yet Virtue with indulgent voice 

By me invites to fhun the devious maze 

Of Error :—Yet tocrown with length of days, 
With joy, with h2ppinefs, your bold career 


She hopes! © fnatch the profer’d boon! be rouz’d; 


E’er her ftrong arm tremendous, at your heads 
Sha!l launch th’ avenging thunder: e’er difmay’d, 
Perplex’d, bewilder’d, wild; you feek the haunt 
Of Peace, when Darknefs veils her lowly cot; - 
And mourn her gentle {mile for ever gone.” 


Chief on the youth whofe bloom the mildew’d blaft 
Of fell Difeafe had ftain’d ; the words of Age 
Imprefs’d conviction; ftarting from hisdream, - 

He paus’d a moment, dubious as he mus’d, 
From Pleafure's flowery path to turn ferene, 
With aim determin’d ; or ee lingering, fhare 
Her rich repaft, and wait fome future hour, 


Him thus half-rouz’d, the foul enchanting Fair 
Beheld : the ruby deepened on her lip, 
And keener radiance {parkled in her eye. - 
_ Bare as the throbbing bofom to his view 
Tumultuous heav’d ; the raven-colour’d hair 
Shaded its fnowy white) all-loofe the {prang 
Back from the wood. The mantling veil clung round 
Her polifh’d limbs, and fhew’d the beauteous frame, 
Shap’d by the hand of Harmony, and rob’d , 
By ail the Graces ; to the lawlefs glance 
Of youth, that wandering o’er her countlefs charms 
Stray’d loftin tranfport. With a fmile that thrill’d 
His inmoft foul, flie charm’d him to her ‘lore : 
Then ardent, clafping to her {welling breatt 
His form high-kiadling, with the voice of Love 
Waked the joft feelings of the melting foul. 


What then to calm enraptur’d thought. avail’d 
Slow-judging Age? Impatient of controul ; 
And fired to rage at Pleafure’s whifper'd call ; 














SY PAALYC 
2% -* PROVIDENCE, a Poem, 

The bright reverfion of hisrichdomains 
Glanc’d quick on Paflion’s fiery-ftreaming eye, 
And rouz'd to frenzy.—By the filver hair 
He dragg’d the helpléfs Sire, while yet weak life 
Leap’d in his bofom, to the fhaggy rock! 
(The £3y companions of his frolic hours 
Lent willing aid) and hurl’d him headlong down, 
Regardlefs of his wail! I {aw his hands, 
His wither’d hands to grafp the fteddy knee, 
la vain extended ! heard the fuppliant voice, 
Remote, as in fome deep and hollow cave 
Howls ,the low wind ! and mark’d the wild eye, roll’d 
In deep unatterable woe !—— Defpair, 
Pity, and Anguifh wrung my tortur’d heart 
By turns, that with’d a dagger might avenge 
The ruffian deed. The Power of thought beheld 
Sedate the mix’d emotions, and began : 


Leave thou to Heav’n the wretch whofe impious hand 
Has foil’d the locks of venerable Age, 
And hurl’d his Sire untimely to the tomb. 
* Difeafe thou feeit and Death already wait 
To feize their victim, Onthe dizzy verge 
Of Time hte ftands unpitied ; and the Power 
Impatient o'er him waves his {weeping ftythe. 


The introduction of the aged Father, has a moft happy ef- 
feét, and the Poet has exerted every fuccefsful art to give the 
pathos of the fcene its proper force ; 


~~~ I faw his hands, 
His wither’d hands, to geafp the fteddy knee, 
Tn vain extended. 


Is worthy even of Shakefpear. 
This third book contains fome other beautiful and majeftic 








* Difrafe thou Seeft and Death, &c.| As this book opens with a com- 
Taint of the miferies to which human life is expofed, partly from the 
Sifeafes which are incident to man, and partly from the calamities of an- 
other kind to which his life is expofed : it is replied here in anfwer to the 
firft, that no argument can lye againft Providence from this confidera- 
tion; becaufe difeafes are generally the confequences of fome fpecies of 
intemperance. That many excellent moral ends are effectuated. by 
thefe, isa truth, which the experience of individuals will not permit 
us to queftion. Yet it is certain in general, that as diftempers are en- 
tailed upon the moft robuft conftitution by irregularity and excefs; fo 
rfons who are originally tender and delicate, will not only preferve 
conftant health, but will even retrieve a broken conftitution, by regu- 
larity and temperance. It is therefore unreafonable to accufe Provi- 
dence, as if it inflicted thofe difeafes as punifhments, which are really 
the natural confequences of our own conduct. an 4 


@ fcenes, 














Wispom, which draws it to’a'‘conch) 
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Ye fons of men! ye children of the duft, ~ 

Be wife! Lo! I was preient:when the Sire 

Of heav'n pronounced his Fiat; when His eye, 
Glanc'd thro’ the gulph of Darknefs, and His hand 
Fafhion’d the rifing univerfe :—I aw 

O’er the fair lawns, the heaving mountains raife 
Their pine-clad {pires; -and down the thaggy cliff - 
I gave the rill to murmur... ‘The ong mounds 
That bound the maddening deep; 

Along the defart ; the volcano fraught » ->» 
With burning brimftone ;—-J preferibe, their ends. 

I rule the rufhing winds, and on their wings 
Triumphant walk the tempeft. ~To' my Call 
Obfequious bellows the red bolt, that tears 

‘The cloud’s thin mantle, when the gufhing shower 
Befcending copious, bids the defart bloom. 


‘* I gave to man’s dark fearch /uperior light ; 
And clear’d dim Reafon’s mifty view, to mark 
His powers, as thro’ revolving ages tried, 
They rofe not to his Maker: thus prepar’d 
To know how diftant from his narrow ken 
The truths by Heav’n revegl’d ; my hand difplay’d 
The plan fair-opening, where each nobler view, 
‘That {wells th’ expanding heart; each glorious hope 
That points Ambition to its goal; each aim 
That ftirs, exalts, and animates Defire; _ 
Pour on the mind’s rapt fight a noon-tide ray. 
“* Nor lefs in life employ’d, "tis mine to raife 
‘The defolate of heart; to bend the brow 
Of ftubborn Pride, to bid reluétant ire 
Sabfide; to tame rude Nature to the rein 
Of Virtue. What though fcreen’d from mortal view 
I walk the deepening gloom? What tho’ my.avays 
Remote from Thought’s bewilder'd fearch, are wrapt 
‘In triple darknefs ?—Yet I work the fprings 
Of Life, and to the general Good direct 
Th’ obfequious means to move.———~O ye, who tofs’d 
On Life’s tumultuous ocean, eye the fhore, 
Yet far remov’d, and wifh the happy hoar. 
When Slumber on her downy couch fhall lull 
Your cares to {weet repofe: yet beara while, . 
“And I will guide you to the balmy climes 
_ OF Ref; will lay you by the filver ream 
Crown’d with Elyfian bowers, where Peace extends 
fer blooming olive, and the tempeft pours 
Tts killing blaft no more.” Atty 3) 








In confequence of that exalted ftyle of imagery, and that ab- 
: ftractednels 
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ftra&tednefs of fentiment, which characterife this poem, we ap. 
prehend that its Readers will confift-chiefly of. the .diftinguithed 
few, who are capable of. tafting thefe fine efforts of art: for, 
though works of imagination bid the faireft for being popular, 
thofe that fucceed the beft, generally addrefs more. to the paf- 
fions than to the intelle&tual powers ; and the reafon is obvious, 
fince they who are capable of feeling, are many more in num- 
ber, than thofe who are able to think. 


If we have any objeCtions to Mr. Ogilvie’s execution in this 
poem, they are thele; that we think his imagery, in fome 
places, teo diffufe,. and that his;compound epithets are fome- 
times planted too near each other. By fhunning the track of 
€ommon expreffion, he ‘has, though rarely, become obfcure ; 
and in the purfuit of metaphor, he has fometimes loft fight of 
fimplicity. ‘The ‘minuter faults that we have obferved, we 
think it not worth while to enumerate, nor to object againft 
the proportion of a nail, when the whole figure is fo nobly 


executed. 


*.* We have. been favoured with a letter from Mr. Ogil- 
vie, in which he has obligingly informed us, that we did not 
take the note on ver. 107. b. [. inthe light he meant it*, We 
are entirely ready to believe, that Mr. Geilvie did not intend 
to countenancé the doGtrine of .a fufpended, or an occafional, 
Providence; and only wifh that he had exprefled himfelf in a 
- manner fomewhat more explicit in that note; and that, inftead 
of faying, * Thefe apparent irregularities are only mentioned 
as feeming evidences that Providence does not conftantly fuper- 
intend the government of the world,’ he had faid, ** Thefe ir- 
regularities in the frame and oeconomy of Nature, fo'many 
feeming evidences that Providence does not conftantly fuperin- 
tend the government of the world, are only mentioned here, 
that the objections generally derived from them, may be obvia- 
ted in the fucceeding part of the book.” This, or fomething 
to the fame purpofe, we are willing to believe, was what he 


meant. 





* See page 136, of laft month’s Review. Lia ‘ 
page 13 





MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For M A R C H, 1764. 
RELiIGtous and CoNTROVERSIAL. 


Art. 1. The Progre/s of a Female Mind in fome intcrefting En- 


quiries ; containing, 1. 4 Soliloquy; 2. a Letter toa er 
the 























































Rericious and ConTROVERSIAL. 437. 


the Evidences of Revelations 3. a’ Letter to a’ Chriftian Divine, 
bn the Gofpel Syflem, with fome References to a late Free Kinguirer 
4. @ Remark on thé Importance of ‘the Hebrew Language. ‘By «a 
Lady. 8vo, rs. 6d. “Corbet. A 


EHOLD & Lady floating om the firface of Theology! The 
lightnefs of her drefs keeps her above water—ah ! no—the finks 
——ftretch out a pitying hand to fave her—the’s gone !+——Serionfly, 
this female Mind, if it is rédlly a-female Mind, would’have been mach 
better employed-in attending the progrefs of Pickles and Conferves, 


than in purfuing thofe abitrufe enqtiries, which require a'depth of eru: 
dition, aid a reach of thought, that few Ladies can attain. 1, : | 
¢ 


Art. 2. Paradife Reflored or, a Teftimony to the Doctrine of the 
Bleffed Millenniim. With fome Confiderations on its approaching 
Advent, from the Signs of the Tim. To which is added, a frort 

Defence of the Myftical Writers, againft fome Reficttions ‘of the 
Bifhop of Gloucefter, ina late Work intitled, The Do&trine of 
Grace, &c. By T, Hartley, M.A. 8yo. 5s. bound, § 
Richardfon. : | 
The title-page is enough’ 5 ect > 


Art. 3. Serious Reficttions on' the Rev. Mr. Tafwell’s Vifitation 
‘Séirmon, lately preathed at Briftoly—in a Letter froma Gentles 
man to his Friend, S8vov gd: ‘Kearfly. | | 
As we gave no particular ac t of Mr. Tafwell’s-difcourfe, : which 

was inferted in our lait lift of fingle Sermons, neither fhall we enter inte f 

any farther detail of. this anfwer to. if, than brieHy to mention, that J 

the anonymous Author, conceiviig the Diffenters to have been attacked 

in the vifitation-fermon, has here.entered warmly. into their defence ; | 
and, in his turn, has vigoroufly affaiied the eftablifhed Church :—bure 

this controverfy was happily exhausted about twenty years ago, in the 

celebrated trial of {kill between the-Rev. Mr. Wuite and the Dissent- 

inc GENTLEMAN. 


Art. 4. The Chriflian’s New-Year’s-Gift. Containing a Compa- 
nion for the Feafis and Fafts of the Church of England, Prayers 
and Meditations for the Ufe of the Holy Communion, and a Ma- 
nual of Devotions for the Glofet and the Family... By a Giergy- 
man of the Church of England. 12mo, 2s. Newbery: 


_ Fine fpiritual pap for the fucklings of grace in our Chuch by law 
eftablithed, and for all who place their religion principally in feafts and 
fafis, the obfervance of days, and the commemoration of faints 1. 
We find St. Paul reprimanding the ferfh and fuperftitious Ga/atians, 
in thefe terms: How tura ye again to tbe weak and bergarl, eiements, 
cubereunto ye défire again to be in bondage: Ye obferveda,3, and- months, 
cind times, and years! 1 am afraid for yu; dep dT have-beforved. apon 

jou labour in vein... Our Author dees not feem to. know this péflage, 
nor to be aware, that it was in condefcenfica to the religious prejudices 
: a 
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ahd inoperable cuftoms and Habits Of the common people, that our. rt 


wife fe faffered certain, weak. and begparly elements.to remain 
in oat Chofch:—So zealoiis is he to fupport and revive fuch kind of 
fuperitition, ‘that he has moft’ carefully and indwsioufly.colleéted tra- 
ditionary ftories mentioned by fome antient writers concerning the 
epofties, but of no authority ‘that can be fafely rélied on, and fome of 
them that bear marks of forgery:in'their very countenance. 

‘* St. Peter, fays our Author,.towards the latrer end of his life, and 
im the reign of Nero, fettled'at Romie. In this city he found the people 
firangely deluded with the infernal arts of Simon Magus, whom they 
fo much. honoured, that, according to Juftin Martyr, they erected a fta- 
tue to,him, with this infcription, Simoni Deo Jane, To Simon the holy 
God.” (By the way, this part of the ftory, taken from Juftin Martyr, 
has “been: fully refuted. by the late Dr. Middleton.)  ‘* Peter, bein 
highly provoked by this prefumptuous arrogance, made it. his bafine 
to unmafk the vile impottor, and lay open his prevaricating tricks and 
delufions. For effecting of which there foon happened a very fit occa- 
fion.. There was,.at this time, at a an eminent young man, and 
2 kinfman of the Emperor’s, lately dead ; and for the recovery of, him 
to life, there was a conteft between St. Peter and Simon Magus. ‘The 
Magician being the challenger, our Apoftle, ftrong in faith, readily 
accepted it; and effected that by the power ‘of God, which the other 
could not by the power of the Devil. [We never knew before that the 
Devil was. ever {0 filly as.to pretend to raife the dead to life.} ‘The 
Sorcerer was extremely mortified at this defeat, and to recover his repa- 
tation, pretended to fly up to heaven, from-the mount of the Capitol ; 
by the prayers of St. Peter, the wings he had tiade [Quere, What did 
he make them of ?} began to fail himy [Quere, How high was he got 
before they began to fail him ?} and falling, he was’ fo bruifed, [Ama- 
zing that he was not killed outright !} that, in a fho:t time, he died.” 

This,ridiculous {tory is recited by our Author fo ferioufly, that we do 
not doubt. but that he believed it himfelf, and thought it a very proper 
fubje&t to exercife the faith of the vulgar, upon St. Peter’s Day! We 
ferioufly,, however, beg leave to inform our Author, that we are*con- 
cerned to find fuch a mixture of trafh ina book which contains fo many 
well-compofed forms of devotion, But what has moft‘of all offended 
us is, his inculcating upon Proteftants fuch a low and grofs fuperftition 
in their receiving the facrament, as we hoped had been peculiar to the 
Roman Catholics, viz.°a profound reverence for the materials which 
they are to fwallow | We humbly conceive, that neither bread nor wine 
can ever become,. by virtue of any confecration, the proper’ objeéts of 
our reverence : and that the attention and reverencé of the worthipper 
in that aét of devotion ought to be withdrawn, as much as poflible, 
from material objects, and directed to the wifdom and virtue, example. 
and authority, of that great perfon whom he profeifes to commemorate. 


PogrTICAlL Bo, 


Art. §. 4 Poem on the Peace. 4to. 15, . Fletcher. 


Here is a poem fpoiled by the moft unfortunate circumftance in the 
world. The Author wrote this piece, he tellsus, to amufe fome deavy 
hours.—-Heavy hours !the moft improper he could have found to — 
a t 
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the Mafe in! She is like a’mere mortal Miftrefs in that refpe&, and 
whoever folicits her favour, fhould come. as gay.and lively. as  h Addaes 
man to a ‘turtle-feaft. “By ‘negledting this rule, a het 
in your Leavy hours,’ you. fee, Sir! what Jad oie you have of 
it) «Why here are verles ‘that are ediongh to make a e- panne heac 
—_— repeated : fuch as. 


Crevelt, indeed, one may bring into rhyme, 
~ But Wilhelmfahl will hardly come in time: 
Kirch-denckera runs ftill rougher in the verfe, 
Alike the Mufes and the Frenchman’s curfe: 
“But when the Sage tells the ambitious Pyrrhus, that +) lle 
; Epire can fatisfy each juft defire | 
. That with can form, or appetite require : 


“Little do you think, perhaps, that this couplet is abfolute mon fenton 


1, What do you meaa by appetite requiring a defire ‘ies 
And where you fay, {peaking 8 go Warrior, that 


* All his country’s painted in his eye,” 


_ you, ate not lefs incomprehenfible. 





A little farther we obferve, 


Each tender wife now clafps her watlike Lord, 
. Dwells on his lips, and hangs on every word. 


_ This is almoft as ftrange as the reft : how fhould the wife hang apon her 
" hufband’ swords, while the was dwelling on his lips?——~All this comes 
‘of, our writing verfes in your heavy hours. | 

ut we were chiefly ftruck with the following marginal note. “The 
Author: forbears at prefent to. refer the Reader to a {pecimen of his fati- 
rical talent, but he has fome thoughts of printing forme ‘trifiés foon.’ 
Now, in fober fadnefs, .if this be trué, we-are forry to hear it,’ Print 
trifles! Sir—-Why! you had better make bafkets, mend Mioes, ‘cry Je- 
rufalem artichokes, or aire a duft-cart.-—Befides, there is nonovelry 
_indoing.what you have already done. In fhort, we he st -both foryour 

fake, and for our own, that you will not print your trifles :—Be advifed, 
Sir! and let us have the fatisfaétion of turning one Author, at: leat, 

rom the error of his braia! L 


Art. 6. The Remonfirance. A Poem. 4to. 1s. Burnet. 


The Author remonftrates againit fome few of Mr. Churchill’ $ ‘enor- 
mities, in fuch verfe as the following : 


— Men.are made the vidtims of your fport, 
Only as means to furnith a fupport! 
Poor Scotland thus may help you to regale, 
| And Minifters of State—a itanding meal ! 
- My Lords, take warning, fly him, him-way, | 
Forth ifftes Macer, defperate for his prey ; 
No guineas in his purfe, you hear him rant, . 
A foe to vice from hunger, and from want. 
With care he feeks out every weed.and thorn, _ 
Then fhews th’ offenfive wreath in Nature’s {corn 
» NotSatire’s honeft fpirit prompts his quill, 
But downright intereft, ‘or what’s worle, il- will ; 
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b- ©°. And, fpite of albhis candid declarations, 
-\ v's 0. Lives by the fale of butcher’d reputations. — L, 
Ait. 5, The Earl of Warwick’ or the King and Subjef. A Tra= 
Se te gedy. 8vo. 18. Kearfly. 


This piece is tranfated, taken, or manufactured, from M. de la 
Harpe’s tragedy, which was lately reprefented with fo much applaufe 
on the French theatre, and of which we gave fome account and fpeci- 
mens in our laft Appendix.’ It appears to have been intended, in its 
prefent drefs, for the Englith Stage, -but was reje&ted by the Managers ; 
on whom the Tranflator; or Imitator, ‘is, therefore, not a little fevere. 
‘ Foreign grotefque Dancers, (fays he} Eunuchs, or Jtalian burletta 
Strollers, fwept from any part of Burepe hither, can get cw at either 
-houfe, now-diftorted entitely for pantomime, dumb thew, outrageous 
fqualling to a numerous orcheftra; or the exhibiting a moniter, made up 
of coarfe cloth, timber, and other trafh: while the hearing a rational 
Speaker is now almoft defeated, in the more confiderable part of both 
theatres.” What the Writer: means by this paffage, we cannot very 
well tell; but if he intends by his:pantomime, dumb-fhew, outta: cous 
Sjqualling, &c. to cenfure the ciumfy attitudes, or bad voices of. the 
Dancers and Singers, or even the Managers for employing fuch, we have 
nothing to fay againitit. But, for goodnefs fake, why fall foul on the 
poor, dumb .clephant? Elephants, good Sir! are not monfers: and 
tho’ that which is at the play-houfe, may not be fo compleat in all its 
“parts, as the other lately exhibited near Buckingham-gate, the former is 
_bigger, and will, in all probability, live much longer. ‘ This, at leaft, 
is certain, that it isa better copy Of a real elephant, than your perform- 


afiee is of that of the ingenious M, de Ja Harpe. K 
-h-k 


Art. 8. Ingratitude. A Poem. Infcribed to the.moft grateful of 
~ Mankind. to. 1s. Williams. * 


: Kt thot fevere and: bitter fatire, On a certain great military Ag—t. 
‘Phe Author profefiesy that it is the produ& of an infant Mufe. We 
may therefore hope for better and more finiflied productions from hit 
heréafter; Bs 


Art. g- The Patriot Poet. A Satire. Inferibed te the Revs Mr, 
Ch——/l, By a Country Curate. gto. 2s, Wilkie. 
Not a Country:Cutate, in all:probability, but.a ‘Town-Scribler, fith- 
ing for a dinner in the dirty. pool of Pohtics. He has taken off his 
Patron, Mr. Ch——-i}'s gaping prejification prétty well im the following 
couplets : baA- 
Teach me to twift a thought a thotifand waysy 
And ftring With idle particles my lays; 
That, one poor fentiment éxhaitted, when 
The weary Reader hopes a tefpite, then 
I may ‘fpring Gn with force redoubled, tifl 
I bréak-him panting, brewthlefs #0 my wil. 


L, Art, 


























Art. 10. Faces facra, five Epithalamium ceelefte Solomonis. ‘Inter | 


prete Cafpare Barleo. gto. 2s. Henderfon, &c. 


There is juft as much propriety in printing a Latin paraphrafe of the 
Song of Solomon, on occafion either of our Sovereign's marriage, or 
that of his fifter, (both which are here taken notice of, in an introduc- 
tory Latin poem, figned And. Henderfon,) as there would be in oper- 
ing a birth-night-ba!l with a pfalm tune. Not that the impropriety 
arifes from the facred import of that Song, for to fuppofe that it means 
any thing about Chrift and his church, can only be in the wild dreams 
of fanatic prejudice; but to attempt to reduce the greatnefs of the Ori- 
ental images and poetry, within the meafured precifion of Latin verfe, 
was abfurd in the defign, and the application of it alone is more fo. 





Art. 11. Report, or the Political Lyar, a Satirical Epifile. 
: 4to. 1s. Roberts. 


If the Author of this jumble of ftale political nonfenfe, received a 
fheep’s-head for his copy, he was paid in kind, and might juftly acquit 
his Bookfeller for more than value received. L 


Art. 12. An Effay on Satire and Panegyric: 4to. 1s. 6d. 
: Wilfon and Fell. 


This Author deferves to be diftinguifhed; for it muft certainly re- 
quire no {mall degree of genius and invention, to write, as he has done, 
thirty-four full pages about nothing. As to the title, it is all graris 
dium, and the-poem might, with the fame propriety, be called a Di/- 
Srtation on Dumpling, or a Compleat DeteGion of Archibald Bower, as 
an Efjay on Satire and Panegyric. L 


Art. 13. 4 Poem on Chefi. 4to. 1s. Hawkins. 


This little poem is written in fach a very elegant and agreeable ftrain 
of veriification, that it may be read with confiderable pleafure, by thofe 
who have any knowlege of the game it celebrates. | 

The King being difplaced by a Rook, produces the following hu- 


mvourous fimile : 


As when an afs, that from the common ftrays, 
And breaks thro’ fences in fat meads to graze, 
Is by the Farmer bang’d from off the greund, 
And children chafe him to the parifh pound ; 
The heavy, ftubborn beaft, with motion flow, 
And ftep, by flep, juft budges, loth to.go; 

So moves of: Majefty the bulky weight, 

Now regal only in his port and gait. 


The Author of this performance is undoubtedly capable of much 
greater produftions. Ex pede Herculem. L 


Art. 14. Nature. An Ethic Epifile. Inferibed to the Honourable 
Mrs. D—y. 4t0. 18. Flexney. 
As a teftimony of filial duty, we cannot blame this poem, but are 


forry that the Author did not chu’e fome lefs injudicious method 10 gra- 
Rev, Mar. 1764. R ) tify 
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tify the fondnefs of an affectionate parent: for this, confidered as ary 
Ethic Epitile, #s'@ very poor performance ; the numbers are feeble, the 
moral trite, and the philofophy narrow and fupeificial: witnefs the 
following line: : 

“The world is made for man, and man for God. 


Art. rg. Ou Benericrncek, a poetical Effay. ato. 18, 
: Wilfon and Fell. . 


The Autor of this poem informs us, that it was written laf winter, 
during the hard-frott, witli an intent that it might open the hands and 
the hearts of al! good Chriftian people, to relieve and pity the Poor ;. 
but, that, unluckily, the froft diffolving, all thoughts of its publication. 
were laid afide.—This diffulution of the froft would have been a terrible 
firoke, indeed, to the poetical world, but for'the reverfe of weather, 
which has happened this winter, and which has brought this inimitable- 
poem to light. 

Thus it begins: co 

Awake, Beneficence, kind Power, awake 
Each fleeping plant 


Thé fleep of plants is adofrine now univerfally received, and certes, as 
our friend Scriblerus fays, it was aright pleafant thought in the Author, 








to ‘make Beneficence call them up in the morning. Otherwife very | 


cruel and difagreeable confequences might have happened ; a Taylor's 
wife might have falien upon a cabbage before its nap was out, and the 
oor plant might have been drawn, quartered, and potted, without 
tml a any thing of the matter. 
Before the Poet has fpun out ten verfes, he has foared quite out of 
fight, and you might as well attempt to look for one of Jupiter’s Satel- 
lites, with :the naked eye, as endeavour to trace him, It is in vain, 
therefore, that he calls upon the Marquis of Granby, to take a peep at 
him while he is in the upper regions ; 
Then, then, OGranby, might thy heav’n-bent eye,. 
Dein with delight to view the heights I'd foar. * 


But if that noble Lord fhould have any.wiolent inclination to reconnoitre 
this thirteenth fign, we would recommend to him the newly-improved 
telefcope. : 

The Triumvirate who wrote the profound treatife on the Bathos, have: 
not, in all they have quoted,. and in, all they have invented, exhibited a 
finer inflance of. it,than is to be found in the following defcription of 
the diverfion of fhooting : 


Hark, th’ explofion dire, 
The dog, quick-fcented, and high-bounding new 
Anounce on fome great embafly difpatch’d 
Death’s harbinger—or thrujh or linnet dies ! 
' But, for magnificent imagery—here we have it : 
, Lo with vaft mountain fpread, whofe fides immenfe,. 
And nods whofe hoary head, take root whole feet 
In the foundations of the rorya Tuames,. . 
| .A.floating mountain wars, tremendous more'! 
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NoveEi §, 
Beard {tif with icecles, rock-bnilt his fidés, 
Deep in the wave his lower parts defcend, 

As horrid towers his head above the flood, 
This grinds his teeth in ire, and grapples firm, 
And fierce affails. 


What can this huge Plinlimmon, this hortibly monftrous objeét be 77 
a fragmenit of ice floating uponthe Thames, Obe! jam Satis of! 





NoveEtLs. 


Art. 16. Maria: The genuine Memoirs of an admired Lady of 
Rank and Fortune, and of fome of her Friends: 12m0. 2 volss 
4s. few’d. Baldwin, &c: 


A pretty, decent, interefting romance. The Authot indeed, dif- 
claims the title, and would havé us conftder the work mot as a romatice; 
but as a relation founded on fact, and free from all mixture of the mar- 
vellous or extraordinary. This pretence, however, is fufficiently over- 
thrown by the many /urprifig adventures contained in the book :— 
which is, neverthelefs, what we have ftyled it, an interefting perform- 
ance. The fentiments are friendly to virwue and goodnefs, the language 
is eafy, though unequal, and the ftyle elevated above the common rank 
of modern novels. In a word, we conjecture that the Author has 
been in a hurry to finifh the work and that he is capable of a better 
production, if allowed more time to finifh it. 


Art. 17. The Ademiirs of Mifs D’ Arville;, or the Italian. Femalé 
Philofopher: Ina feries of Adventures, founded an fact: Tranf- 
lated from the Italian, amo. 2 vols. 5s. feéwed. Prid- 

den, &c. 

An old-fathioned, unpleafing, unintersfing 
tures in breeches: d@Ritute of charatter, fe 
may pofibly appear to more advantage in. the original; but: the tranf- 
lation is very poor :——and we much queftion if the book was worth 
anflating at all. | 


tale, of a female’s adven- 


Art. 18. Fazily Pidures 3 a Novel: Containing curious and intes 
refting Memoirs of feveral. Perfons of Fafhion. in W- —ree 
By a Lady. 12mo. 2 vols. 4S. fewed. Nicoll, &e. 


This Lady is a moral, though not a firft rate painter. Her pidtures 
aré not very fttiking, but them they are decent, and will make proper 
furniture for the apartment of a novel.reading young lady, 


Art. 19. The Life and Atugntures of Mr. Francis Chive. -42mo, 
2vols: 53. fewed. Lownds. 

Low, dull, and abfurd. The Author feems to poflef$ neither the 
powers of genius, nor the manners of a gentlemam: yet he boldly ven- 
tures into the higher ranks of life, where he makes a, molt. woful figure 
Indeed! He fucceeds helt im deferibing mean and, worthlefs charatters, 
Rot with Symour (for in that way of. wsiting he gives no fpecimen of 
his abilities), but as they probably are found id real life. However, the 
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fcenes he draws of this fort, are fo difagreeable, that we fCarce remem- 
ber to have perufed a work of the kind, with fo little fatisfaétion. 


Art. 20. Memoirs of the Chevalier Pierpsint. Vols. 3 and 4, 
12mo. 4s. fewed. Dodfley. 


We expreffed our fentiments of the two former volumes of this per- 
formance, in the 28th volume of our Review, p. 78; and as yet we fee 
little reafon to change our opinion of the week :—-which, neverthelefs, 
as-we before intimated, will probably have its,admirers. 


Art. 21. The Hiftory of Charlotte Seymour. 12mo0. 2 vols. 5s. 
: ; : fewed. Burnet *. 
Echos * Burn-it ! 


Art. 22. The Hiftory of Lady Lousfa Stroud, and the honourable 
Mis Caroline Stretton. 12mo0. 2 vols. 5s. Noble. 


We have obferved nothing very great in this novel; but there is 
fomething agreeable in fo fimple, decent, and moral a tale as is here 
related, in a feries of entertaining letters, written in a natural and'eafy 
ftile; and even with a degree of elegance, notwithftanding feveral 
marks of careleffuefs, and fome ftrange words, which feem to be the 
coinage of a female mint. Indeed the Editor tells us, that the work 
was compiled by a lady, from original papers. 


THEATRICAL. 


Art. 23. Adidas: An Englifh Burletta. As it is performed at the 
Theatre-Royal in Covent-Garden. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Kearfly, &c. 


As the Editor of this piece affures the public it is ¢ written in the 
true Jpir it of the mock-heroic,’ it may be thought not very polite to tell 
him, he may pofibly be miflaken. We do admit that *Burvesqu®, in 
all times, from the fage of ArHEens down to the Dracon or Want- 
LEY, has been efteemed one of the provinces of the drama; and, that 
its humour principally confifts in making dign‘fied perfonages raife in out 
minds, trite and ordinary ideas, or elfe in giving to trivial objeéts a 
ferious air of gravity and importance.’ Is the Editor, however, very 
Sure that the Author has /ucceeded, even according to his own idea of 
the true fpirit of the Burle/que? It is to be obferved, that this fpecies 
of writing, depends, more than any other, on that influence and con- 
nection, which, the learned fay, prevail reciprocally between languages 
On opinions, and opinions on languages, And, it is certain, that 
both opinions and languages take a very different complexion at diffe- 
rent eras. It is not impofflible that the ingenious Author (for fuch we 
allow him to be) is miftaken with regard to both. He may have falfely 
conceived, that the heathen deities would appear dignified perJonages 
ona London theatre; where, in their very beit cldath:, they always 
convey the moft trite and ordinary ideas. It is impoffible to burlefque 
what is conceived to be, in its own nature, ridiculous. ,.We fhould 
otherwife give our Author credit for many fine ftrokes of humour in 
this work; which the c/afical Reader, who may be able to preferve 
in idea, the imaginary importance of the perfonages of thé drama, will 
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undoubtedly admire. It is, indeed, impoffible fr any fuch Reader, who 
has the leaft tafte for drollery, not to be pleafed with the perufal of 
this performance. With regard to the public in general, however, 
the humour of it is out of date; and that not only in refped to the 
characters, but alfo in point of ftyle. Every body knows how much 
Cotton’s Traveftie of Virgil has been formerly admired ; xow, hardly 
any body reads it without difguft; and we have lately feen a new ex- 
cellent Traveftie of Homer's fliad, and another of Mapheus\equal! 


be pleafed merely with either fhort, double, cramp, or reiterated 
rhymes Such are the objections to this performance ; which, we con- 
fefs, notwithftanding, gave us confiderable pleafure in the reading, As 


to the reprefentation, the Editor feems to build greatly on the propriety. 


with which it is adapted to mufic. On this head, however, we are 
obiiged to declare, that moft of the humour we difcovered‘in reading, 
evaporated in its exhibition’on the ftage; in fo much, that we were 
greatly difappointed on being fo little moved, and, indeed, at obferv- 
ing moft of the audience fo gravely liftening to hear that /umg, which 
we laughed very heartily at, when read. It is probable, fome part of 
this difappointment fhould be imputed to the attors; the greater 
part, however, we are convinced, was owing to the mufic’s being 
il-adapted ; the moft humorous fongs being fung to fuch quick time, 
that the words, on the articulate pronunciation of which, the point of 
humour lies, are htipe articulately over, even fo faft, that, not- 
withftanding the affiftance Of a book, the audience cannot poffibly 
enter into the peculiar merit of fo fingular a performance. _We would 
advife the author,. therefore,.or any one elfe; who, for the future, may 
write mock-operas, rather to take for a model the Dragon of Wanitley, 
or fome of the beft Italian Burlettas, than to copy either the ftyle or 
humour of Hudibras or Virgil Travettie. 


: 


Art. 24. 4 Fairy Tales In two Ads. Taken from ‘Shakefpear. 
As it is performed at the Theatre-royal in Drgifj-Lanc. 
6d. Tonfon. | | | 


This Extraé from the Mid/ummer-night’s 
prefentation; the paflages being judicioufly 
very prettily performed by the children. 


Art. 25. The Rayal Shepherd. An Englifo Opera. As it ts per- 
formed at the Theatre-reyal in Drury Lane. 8vo. 1s. Owen, 


Among the moft celebrated actions of Alexander the Great, may be 
ranked that of delivering the kingdom of Sidon from the tyrant 
Strato; and, inftead of taking the dominion himfeif, retloring ‘the 
crown to the lawful heir; who, ignorant of his pretenfions to it,’ lived 
as a fhepherd in the country near Sidon? ‘On ‘this ftory, which is more 
particularly told in Quintus Curti#’, is the little drama before us 
founded. [t is faid to be a tranflation ftom’ Metaftafio; but, fuch a 
tranflation! A mere Englifh audience may make what objections they 
pleafe to the words Italian Operas, “and rally the abfurdity of foging 
in a foreign tongue; but certainly every eictfon that is furnifhed wit 
4 lefs pair.df cars than thofe of Midas, and hath the fmaleft thare of 
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common underitandjng, mult be more difguited by hearing fuch Eny. 
lifh, than if they did not underftand a word the finger might utter. 
What propriety and grandeur of expreifion is there not, for inftance, 
jn the following air fung by the hero, Alexander ? 
If happinefs through me they gain, | 
I -have not conquer’d then in vain ; 
’Tis o’er the hearts I with to reign. 
The greateft glory I’ve in view 
From victory is gcod te do. 
The whole piece is written much in the fame ftrain. 


POLITICAL. K-n-k 


Art, 26, The Condult of the Adminiftration, in the Profecution of 
Mr. Wilkes. 8vo.- 64, Wilkie. ) 


A f{pccious, well-written, minifterial tra&t. On the fide of govern- 
ment, (thank Heaven !) all is right, perfect, and falutary to the nation ; 
on the part of the oppofition, every thing is wrong, fa€tious, and de- 
itructive of the public wellfare: and Mr, Wilkes is what all the 
writers for the adminiftration have been calling him, ever fince the 
North-Briton became a formidable paper. Our Author, however, has 
too much decency to call names. He is fomewhat inveétive, indeed, 
in his manner, but he has with it an air of moderation, that foftens his 
afperity, and qualifies it into good-breeding. Such a writer will have 
more weight with the public, than'a whol@légion of party railers, and 
dealers in coniroverfial {currility. 


Art, 27. Reflections on the Marriage-ac ; with fome Hints for a 
new Law: Humbly offered to the Conjideration of Parliament, 
86, 1s. - Woodfall. 7 

* Itmuft afford great fatisfaftion to the public, that, amidft the mifer- 

able contefls which engage our flatefmen, they yet find time.to-medi- 

tate improvement in @ law, fo univerially diftafteful and fo unquettion- 
ably impolitic and pernicious, as the marriage act. With regard to 


the reflections before us, though they here and there betray an air of 


unfuitable levity, yet the Author has fuggeited fome propofitions which 
are well Worthy of confideration. Such as—obliging wives at all times 
to bear their hufbands names—The preventing fingle women from af- 
f{iming the names of perfons to whom they are not married —The 
making a promife of marriage, with fubfequent copulation, an aétual 
tnarriage——The'impowering civil magiftrates ‘to marryAn alterdtion 
of the legal terms of ‘ppberty—And a declaration of the validity of all 
marriages, made either in England ‘or Scotland, fince paffing the pre- 
ent Act. 
‘ Some of thefe propofals, however, fhould be admitted with caution, 
—That, in particular, for making a promife of marriage, with fuble- 
quent copulation, an aftual marriage.———‘There ought to be the moft 
¢lear and powerful proof required ‘of fuch a promife being made fe- 
rionfly, with a view to feduce: or an avenue may be opened for fre- 
gqvent perjuries, and men may be forced into unequal conneétions, 
which cannot fail cf procuring mifery to themfelves, and, in the end, 
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Art. 28. Reflections on the prefent Commations in Bengal, 
ato. 1s. Kearfly, © °° ' 


Our late difafters in the Eaft-Indies have produced.a glut of pam- 
‘phlets for and againft the Direftors of the Company and their fervants 
abroad. The judgment to be paffed.on thefe picces, depends altoge-- 
ther on the authenticity of the facts alledged, concerning which we will 
not prefume to determine. But the better to enable our Readers to judge 
for themfelves, we fhall lay before them a:fhort account of the ftate of 
affairs in that part of the world, when Lord Clive left Bengal, with the 
revolutions fince ; and then, after pointing out to which fide each writer 
inclines, we fhall leave every one to purfue the arguments at large, as 
his leifure or inclination thall. permit,bim. 

‘ When Lord Clive left Bengal in January 1760, our alliance with the 
Nabob Jaffer Aly Chan was imits atmost force ; it had now exilted three 
years, in the courfe of which we kad rendered him very fignal fervices, 
fome efforts towards independency excepted. 

Our national character ;threughout, the whole empire was refpected 
and admised ; our fidelity te Mahommed Aly in the,Carnatic, to.thole 
allies who had aflifted us im Volonel.}ord’s expedition, and above all to 
Jaftier Aly Chan, to. Ramnaran, the Deputy Nabob.of the,province of 
Bahar, and toRoydullub, the Rrime Minifter. ‘To Jafier Aly Chan 
we ftood engaged to fupport -+him in the Soubafhip againft alll his ene- 
mies; to:the fecond, to -preferve him in his-honour, -fortune and go. 
vernment, as long as-he-eontinued true in his allegiance to-his mafier 
the Nabob ; to the laft, Prefervation of life and honour, as long.as-his 
behaviour mented-our protedtion. 

“ @ur military reputation was in. its greateltloftre, -by victories over 
French, Dutch, and natives, umfullied by the leaft check. or-breach .of 
faith. The force left by Lord Clive was “far greater than had been feen 
in that.country -fince the battle of Plafley; and no enemy 40 contend 
with, but the Shahzada, the, Mogul’s fon, who had never dared to. make 
a fland againft us, :bat fled before an army of half the ftrength of the 
one then ready to take the field under the conduét of Colone! Caillaud, 
who had commanded on many Occafionsin the Carnatic with diftin- 
guifhed reputation. Y ana ve 
- Sach was the happy fittiation in which Lord/Clive left the Englith 
affairs in ‘Bengal; and. yet ina few months, a-copfafion bordering on 
anarchy, produGive of urgent :riecefiities, was. pleaded in jultifigation 
of depofing Mir Jaffier, tatally fiibverting the, whole political fyitem, 
and Ramnar.n.awas given up,tocchains, and /L belaeve to death. 

‘* A total deviation from the-wife:maxims by which the Englifh bad 
jufily obtained fo great.a repntation»produced this fatal reverfe. 

** Lhe Shahzada, now indced nominal Mogal, his father having 
been depofed iand murdered by. the. .Vizir, entered. the province of Ba- 
-har.in the:month. of January,amthe fame manner as,the preceding year. ; 
and our army, confifting of +500 Europeans, joined by 8000 horfe and 

/§000 foot, under the command.6f Meorum, the Nabob’s fon,geak the 
field in January, and began their march towards the -erentjut@Ramna- 
ran, thinking himfelf equal to the conteft alone, and ptobably agrbi- 
‘tious to recommend himfelf by his bravery, hazarded a-battle.; ‘but .a 
part of his army deferting to the-enemy, he was defeated, -himivlf very 
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much wounded, and his life preferved by the brave efforts of a body of 
400 of our feapoys, of whom the far greatéft part were cut to pieces in 
covering his retreat. Our army and that of the Nabob now approach- 
ed the enemy, and after remaining three days in fight of each other, 
the third the enemy got round us, and attacked the young Nabob, 
prefing him fo clofe that he was wounded ; and on the moment of de- 
' feat, when a battalion of our Seapoys attacked the enemy and put 
them to flight, without the Europeans having an opportunity to act. 
Inftead of prefling on the eneiny, keeping up the panick, and prevent. 
ing their ral'ying, we halted fix days at Pana; the feventh the Shahzada 
made a forced march. paffed us, and pufhed for the pafles; which 
could he have reached betore our troops, the province of Bengal would. 
have been expofed to him, without any poffibility of our obftruétin 
him. Having a fleet of boats on the Ganges, we embarked fome of 
our troops, and fecured the paffes, while the reft of our army, joined 
by the young Nabob’s, followed the prince by land ; who finding him- 
felf in danger of being cooped up between two armies, ftrack over the 
mountains, hitherto thought impaffable even for a Jetter-carrier, and 
after a painful march of fifteen days, appeared in the open country of 
Burdwan; and now began the confufion which deftroyed the govern- 
‘ment. All the dependent Rajahs and land-holders weft of the Ganges 
from north to fouth were in arms; fome joined the Prince ; all with- 
held their rents ; the Purrhunean too became more bold in his rebellion, 
and threatened Patna; and, to compleat the feene, a body of 10,000 
Mharatta horfe entered by Cuttack, and laid waite the fouthern coun- 
tries, threatening a junction with the enemy.” 
The Prince retired to the north, and the Purrhunean Rebel pufhed 
for the mountains. Our main body, joined by the young Nabob, were 
now in the Purrhunean country, and within a forced march of the Pur- 
thunean Rebel, when, on the zoth of July, the young Nabob, fleep- 
ing in his tent, was ftruck dead by a flafh of lightning. This put an 
end to all operations ; the rains were fet in, the rivers {welled, and the 
armies went into quarters. 
A thoufand cares preffed on the unhappy Nabob, at a time his mind 
was diftracted with grief for the lofs of his fon. Such was the fituation 
of affairs when Mr. Vanfittart arrived in Bengal, and took the chair-— 
At this junéture, the Nabob’s fon-in law, Coflim Aly Chan, came 
down on a vifit to the Governor, and to confult with him on the dif- 
trefies of the ftate.—At length certain conditions being agreed to, Jaf- 
fier was depofed, and Coffim Aly Chan proclaimed Nabob.—He being 
a man of more abilities than his predeceffor, applied himfelf to re- 
itoring order to his finances ; but what facilitated his meafures was the 
happy fuccefs of our arms.—Not knowing how foon he might quarrel 
with his new friends, he retired from his capital to a ftrong fort 300 
miles from Calcutta, early in 1761, where he occupied himfelf in at- 
tending to his finances, and forming an army on our model, —— 
Much difpute arofe between us refpecting certain encroachments in 
trade, which he complained of, and checked by force, Mr. Vanjfittart, 
unwilling to repel force by force, went to vifit the Nabob, and con- 
cited a treaty, which his council refufed to ratify.—The Nabob now 
grown powerful by a full treafury and alarge army, aflerted the valj- 
dity of the firft treaty, and in confequence feized fome boats near ie > 
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for the duties. The Englifh Chief there repelled force by forte, and a 
{cirmifh enfued, which terminated in the capture of Patna, which they — ‘ 
again loft the next-day, and all our troops were either killed or taken’ 
iforers. Unhappily for Mr. Amyatt, he was not yet out of the Na- 
bob’s reach ; a party overtook him, murdered him and Mr. Woolafton, 
| both gentlemen of very amiable characters ; and the reft were taken pri- 
foners. On advice of this, Mir Jaffier-was proclaimed, and Major 
Adams, then commanding officer, took the field. . By the laft advices, 
our army, with Mir Jaffier, was in poflefiion of the Capital, and troops 
were on their march from Fort St. George. As foon as the rivers fall, 
an aftion muft decide whether Mir Jaffier is Nabob, or the Englith 
drove out of the country. | > p 
Such is the unhappy ftate of our Eaft-India concerns. ‘The Author 
of this pamphlet is of opinion, that our ill fuccefs is the effect of : 
the difputes among our own great men; for he obferves, that the i 
depofing Mir Jaffier had formed two irreconcileable parties in the coun- | 
cil and fettlement ; and that, to add to this misfortune, the Direétors 


fhly and imprudently turned out their beft fervants. . 


Art. 29. 4 Letter from certain Gentlemen of the Council at Bengal, 77l( Viuys 
to the Honourable the Secret Committee for Affairs of the Honour ' d 
able United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft ae 
Indies, _ Containing Reafons. againf? the Revolution in- favour of | ; 
Meir Coffim Aly Chan; which was brought about by Governor ie 

. Vanjittart, foon after his Arrival in that Province. sto. 1s. 
Becket. ) 


This Le:ter is penned with good fenfe and fpirit: but till the truth of 
the facts here advanced is afcertained, we muft fufpend our judgment Vy 
as tothe real merits of thefe Gentlemens complaint. In the mean time, 
we will only add, that feveral very curious particulars are here related, 
which are well worthy of the Reader's attention. 








Ss 


Art. 30. 4 Narrative of what happened in Bengal in the Year ‘f 
1760; wherein is contained, ‘an Account of the Revolution which 
took Place at that Time. 8vo. 1s. Bathurft. ; 


This pamphlet, we are told, was firft printed about three Years ago ; 
and all the copies of it were then given by the Author in prefents among 
his Acquaintance. It is, what the tide imports, a mere narrative of 
the revolution, by which Meir Jaffer was depofed, and his fon-in-law, 
Coffen Aly Khan, fet-up in his ftead. . ‘he Writer concludes, that the 
happy effeéts of this event were then experienced. But, alas! the 
{cene is changed. 


~~ 





Art.-31. A Letter to the Proprietors of the Eaft-India Stock. From 
Lord Clive. 8vo. (not fold) Nourfe. : 


If we may judge from this compofition, Lord Clive has abilities 
to figure in arts as weil as arms. his Letter is penned with good 
fenfe and moderation, and carries all the appearance of truth and can- 
Cour. His Lordihip gently charges the DieGors with ingratitude, in 
hia.ing unjuf attacks on his chara&ter, which has been followed by an 
attack 
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attack on ‘his fortune, inendeavouring to deprive his Lordhhip,: to-the 
amount of 30;000 |. annum, which was fettled on‘him by Meir 
Jaffer, the ‘tate Nabob, asa reward for the fervices he rendered him, 
in advancing him to that dignity. His Lordthip gives a brief detail of 
the ftuation .of affairs when he undertook their dire&tion; and after a 
modeft ingenjous. account of his conduct, both military and civil, he 
appeals to ‘the Court of Directors for the truth of the faéts, and calls 
upon them to declare, whether they think, that without the battle of 
Plafley, and its confequences, the Eaft-India Company would have been 
at this ‘time exifting ? 
Art. 32. An Addrefs to the Proprietors of Eaft-India Stock; fetting 
forth the unavoidable Neceffity and real Motives, for the Revolu- 
tion in Bengal tn 1760. By John-Zephaniah Holwell, Ef; 
4to. 2s. Becket, &c. 


The purport of this pamphlet is, to ju‘tify the depofition of Meir 
Jaffer, and the fhare which Governor Vanfittart is alledged to have had 
in that-franfaction, For this purpofe, we have a long account of vari- 
ous corfcfpohdencics between Mr. Halden, .MajorCaillaud, and others, 
tending to expofe the weaknefs, barbarity, and treachery of Meir 
Jafhier : and from thence to infer the neceflity of depofing him. 


Art. 33. Facts relating to the Treaty of Commerce lately concluded 
by Governor Vanfittart, without the Confent of his Council, with 
the Nabob of Bengal: Together with Copies of fome original Pa- 
pers.’ Ato. 1s. 6d. Becket, &c. 


This, as may be inferred from the title, is a fevere ftri€ture on Mr. 
Vanfittart’s treaty ; which, if this Writer's animadverfions are well 
founded, was highly exceptionable. 


Art. 34. An Addrefs to the Proprietors of Eaft-India Stock. gto. 
‘a 6d. Kearfly. 


What has been ftated in former pamphlets, is here repeated. The 
Writer imputes our difafters to the want of experience in a Governor 
brought from a diftant fettlement; and to the turning out a number 
of Counfellors. by orders from home, for no other ¢rime, but an at- 
tachment to Jaffier Ally Cawn, who, at-this time, muft be either Sou- 
bah, or the Engtifh drove out of the country. 


Att. 35. Refledtions on the prefent State of our Eaft-dndia Affairs, 


with many interéfling Anecdotes never before made public. Bya 
Gentleman long refident in India. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Lownds. 


‘The Author takes a preat {cope, too wide for us to follow him. He 
writes in a fpirited ‘ftyle, though fometimes intermixed with too much 
levity. Upon the whole, he blames the depofition of Meir Jather, 
and does not {peak very favourably of the Governor who is fuppofed to 
have promoted the revolution. How far he is culpable, we leave others 
to determine ; we will only obferve, that the majority of thefe printed 
parratives concur in cenfuring his condug. 
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Art. 26. Another Letter’ fron a Proprietor of India Stock, to, his 
Friend, a Proprietor. Wherein are cintaihed, twa authentic 
| Papers from the Nabeb, Coffem Ally Khan 2, whith give farther 
Light into, the Grounds of the prefent Difturbances,. 8vo. 64. 
Bathurft. , : 
| This is in vindication of the Governor; and a thaterial charge againft 
him is heré'denied : for it % contended, that he never concluded a 
treaty of céltimetce without the concufrence Of his Council. ‘With 
revard to the two Letters from the Nabob,’ if ‘they were really pened 
by hith, they are itrong evidence of ‘his abilities: ‘for ‘they are it ‘ttuth 
much better written than moft of the pieces which have appeared upon 
the fubject. a. 


Art. 37. 4 Supplement to the Narratiwe of what beppened in Bengal, 
in the Year 1760, conjfifting of Letters froma.Preprictor of India 
Stock, to bis Friend, a Propriétor; as \alfofomé authentic Papers 
which paffed in the Counce at Calcutta, and give a Light into ,the 

_ prefent Difputes. 8vo. 6d, . Batharf 2... ’ 

It will be fafficient to:fay of ‘this little piece, (that tends ‘to jatify 
the conduct of the Governor; and the Writer takes st for granted, shat 
the revolution in 1760, has nething to do with the meritsof the prefent 


difpute. , : ai 
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Art. 38. The Virtues of Save, in Lengthening Human Life. With 
Rules to attain old Age, with Health and Chearfuinefs. By 
Dr. Hill. 8vo. 6d. Baldwin. , 


What an inexhauftible fource of advantage to individuals, is the cre- 
dulity of mankind in general ! Availing. himielf of this well-tried 
and well-known fund, and of. the old faying,, . 

Cur moriatur homo cut Salvia crefcit iniborto ? 


the very ingenious Author of this pamphlet has put forth a new Nosrum 
for the year 1764: the Bardana and Honey bevidting, ‘perhaps, to 
grow a little‘out of date. ‘Next year, we fhall‘probabiy have ‘a Tint- 
ture of Rofés, or Balfam Of St. John’s Wort :—In'fhort, the Doétor’s 
warden at Bay/water may poflibly turn out to be one of the finelt’ettates 
in the county. 





MIsCELLANEOUS, 


Art..39, The Reign of George VI. x20. 218:°6d. Nicoll. 


Of ‘this odd produétion the ‘Author himfelf gives the following ‘ac- 
count: * fn the hiftory OF George VI. fays he, we find few or none 
of thofe'epifodes or particular circumftances that might happen among 
the great men of his time ; ‘the hiftorian has confined himfelf to. the ac- 
tions of the Prince alone; ‘and in the account of the exploit, little 
‘mote than names any principal Commander, direétiog his whole atten- 
tion to the conduét of the King. He paints ‘him refolutc, wife, aid 
magnanimous 4t home ; vigilant, intrépid, and fortunate abroad; fuc- 
celsful apainft domeitic fattiens, and yiGorious over foreign enemies; a 
promoter of ats and {cientes, an encourager of religion and virtue, and, 
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in fhort, draws him a very great king, and a truly good man.——We 

fhall not, adds he, offer fo poor a compliment to the Reader, as to 

mention any perfonage of the prefent age, of Englith growth, who 

deferves the charatter given to the hero of the future: but we thall very 

— pity his underftanding, if he meets with any difficulty in finding 
im out.” 

If the Author’s main defign in this precurfory performance was to 
pay a compliment to his prefent majefty, we cannot but think his plan 
as aukward an one, as his execution of the defign is fuperficial and 
boyifh. Itis probably the work of fome callow writer, of more vivaci- 
ty than judgment or genius. The witlings of the prefent generation 
are in too much hafte to fnatch the honours of authorfhip :—They would 
become writers before they have well learnt to read. 


Art. 40. The Caftrated Sheet in the Sixth Volume of Biographia 
Britannica, containing a curious Letter of Sir Thomas Hanmer, 
wherein 1s difcovered the firft Rife of the prefent Bifhop of Gh- 
cefter’s 9 pany with we bk Bex E 48 of Shak fear’ 
Plays. To which is prefixed, an impartial Account of the extra- 
ordinary Means employed to fupprefs this remarkable Letter. By 
a Proprietor of that Work. Folio. 1s. Pridden. 


We can difcern nothing fo very remarkable or curious in this letter of 
is Thomas Hanme:’s, as to have rendered it worthy of this’ fpecial 


. “publication, with fuch abundance of narrative and commentary about 


and about it. . There was a mifunderftanding between Sir Thomas and 
Mr. Warburton, in regard to fome notes communicated by the latter, 
and inferted by the former, in his edition of Shakefpeare. The Letter 
here fpoken of, and_ printed, was written by Sir Thomas to the late 
Dr. Jofeph Smith of Oxford, and contained fome flighting expreffions 
‘concerning the Reverend Annectator, but of litttle or no importance to 
the world. ‘This letter, however, with two others on the fame fub- 
ject falling into’ the hands of Mr. Philip Nicholls*, a writer in the 
Biograpbia Britannica, and a proprietor alfo in that work, he thought 
it expedient to enrich his confpilation, by inferting them in his account 
of the life of the faid Dr. Smith. In this defign he was however fruf- 
trated, by the management of the other proprietors, who, out of re- 
fpect to the Bifhop of Glocefter, cancelled. the fheet “which contained 
the moft material of the three letters, and publifhed the work without 
it. Mr. Nicholls, in refentment of this procedure, has here publifhed 
the letter in queftion, with a circumftantial nariative of the means by 
which he betame -poffeffed of the letters, of his previoufly communhi- 
cating the peculiarly offenfive one to the Bifhop of Glocefter,, of that 
Prelate’s fuppofed influence over the other proprietors, and of the iteps 
they took in order to fupprefs its publication; together with fundry 
notes and anecdotes relating to Sir Thomas Hanmer, particularly to his 
being Honoured with a place in Mr. Pope’s Dunciad, In fine, Mr. Nicholls 
appears to be very angry with his affociates in the Biographia, but more 
efpecially angry withthe Bifhop; who feems, on his part, indeed, to 
have paid no great refeét to our learned Biographer, having mentioned 


* Who here figns bimfelf “ A poor penitent Thief.” The meaning of 
mobich we do not un.erftand, : 
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him rather contemptuovfly (as the good Prelate’s manner fometimes is) 
in a paper containing remarks on Hanmer’s letter, and a refutation of 
its contents ; which has already appeared in the Chronicles, Sc, —But, 
in our opinion, the whole difpute is a mere wrangling contett de land 
caprina, and utterly unworthy the attention of the public. 


Art. 41. The Life of Prince Albert Henry of Brunfwick Luneburg, 
Brother to the Hereditary Prince, who fo eminently diftinguifhed 
himfelf in the Battle of Fellinghaufen, at the Head of a Regi- 

_ ment of Scotch Highlanders; containing alfo the excellent Plan of 
Education for the Princes of that family. Written originally 

. in German, by the Reverend Mr. Hierufalem. 8vo. 1s. 
Curtis, &c. 

The Life of this lamented voung hero, being written by a retainer 
of the houfe of Brunfwick Luneburg, difgufts the Reader with fulfome 
panegyric, and fuch high-wrought encomiums as no human being ever 
deferved. Moreover, it is not rendered the more agreeable by being 
plentifully interlarded with German divinity, of which we have, of 
late, had fuch abominable inundations, We have feen fome biogra- 
phical accounts of our Edward the Sixth, written in the fame fanatical 


ftrain. L 


Art. 42. Letters to the Dutchefs of Lefdiguieries ; giving an Account 
of a Vyyage to Canada, and travels through that vafi Country, 
and Louifiana, to the Gulph of. Mexico. Undertaken by Order of 
the prefent King of France. By Father Charlevoix. 8vo. 

. 4% boards. Goadby, 


As we have given a pretty ample account of this work, in our Re- 
view for December 170, when a tranflation of thefe letters was pub- 
lithed under the title of a Fournal of a Voyage to North America, it is 
needlefs for us to take any farther notice of it in this place, than juft 
to obferve, that the whole fubftance of the ts volumes formerly pub- 
lifhed for Dodfley, is, by an induftrious book-maker, here crammed 


into one. Kk. 
-n-k 

Art. 43. 4 letter of Advice from Alma Mater, to her beloved Son, 

, Femmy Twitcher. 4to. 1s. Pottinger. 


Low and contemptible abufe of L d§$ h. 








To the Autuors of the Montruiy Review. 


Bofton in the Province of the Maflachufets-Bay in 
New-England, Nov. 29, 1763. 

GENTLEMEN, ; 

7 OUR known candor, and Jove to truth, has encouraged me to fend 
you the inclofed. 1am, with ‘pleafure, 
Your conftant reader and humble fervant. 

ie your Review for May 1763, p. 403, art. 17. in the account of 
4 Pian for improving the Trade at Senecal, Fc. ¥ find the following 
my pois 4 words, 
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words, quoted from the Author ; viz. I fhall, fays he, confine myfelf to 
North America, and compare the Province of New-England, our oldeft 


fertlement there, with. that of our lately fettled one, Penfilvania; and | 


let any-one give me any tolerably probable reafon, for the one excelling 
the other fo much in commerce, the improvemert of lands, &c.; but 
that Penfilvania owns no laws merely religions, nor punifhes any mar 
for'a crime that doés not immediately affect fociety.’ 

Upon which paflage I am to obferve, that the Author does not ap- 
pear to know much of this part of the world; for New-England, which 
he calls a Province, confifts of four Provinces, wiz. Maffachufets, Con. 
necticut; New-Hampthire, and Rhode-Ifland ; and their laws are as dif. 
ferent fiom each other, as dtofe of any other four provinces on the Cons 
tinent. Rhode-iflanters are as lax in their laws relating to religious 
matters, as any people in America ; pm we do not, from hence, find 
any of thofe good effetts which he fuppofes to be the confequence of 
fuch a remiffnefs: for they have kept more at a ftand thefe laft fifty 
years, than any of the other New-England provinces. 

“But poffibly | -may give a better reafon for the quick growth of Pen- 
filvania, than ‘that which the above Author has affigned. 1 allow that 
New-England is an older fectlement than Penfilvania, though not fo old 
as Virginia; but-theit mattner ‘of fettlement has been very different. 
The Maflachufets (for that is the Province I fuppofe the Author had re- 
ference to) was feitled by a few original planters who came hither upon 
principle, to avcid the intollerable reigns of the arbitrary Stuart Family. 
Their number was very inconfiderable at firft, and there hat been but 
very fmall imposrtations fince the happy Revolution ; fo that moft of our 
prefent numbers are the dire& produce. of the original fettlers, and that 
to a degree, perhaps, exceeding any thing to be found in hiftory. The 
original fettlers of the Ma/achu/ets only cannot be reckoned at more 
than 2000, men, women, and children. I fay Maflachufets only, as 
Connecticut, New-Hampthire, and Rhode-Ifland, have been in a great 
meafure fettled from this Province; and, by a late enumeration of the 
militia of this province, there appears to be near 70,cOo males, from fix~ 
teen years and upwards, all in the fpace of little more than 140 years. 
This encreafe we attribute, in a great meafure, to our religious laws; if 
thofe whch forbid fornication, and encourage matrimony, may be call- 
ed foch. How far our other laws relating to the ftrict keeping the Sabs 
bath, have a tendency to impsefs upon the minds of the people thofe 
virtues which are productive of induftry and honefty, | leave to the elti- 
mation of every {ober-minded man 3 who will obferve, at the fame time, 
that we have no laws that infringe upon the conicieuces of any man. 
Every one has a right to worfhip God in what manner he pleafes ; while 
almoit every one holds charity with his neighbour, though he differs in 
the mode of religious worship: So that no one need be deterred from 
feriling among us for fear of perfecution ; or the leaft infringement upon 
rational and fober liberty, if he rightly inform himfelf of our costti- 
tution, We indeed have been {poken of as a rigid puritanic people ; 
but, I believe, for no other reafov, than the good order and general 
regard tothe Sabbath, which has been obferved among us ; which, 
ynagine, moik of the fober-thinking people of our Mother Country 
would be glad to fee revived among them. . But, to return, 

Qa the other hand, Philadelphia, or Penfilvyania, has been fettled 

very 
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very fuddenly, by an extraordinary tranfportation of people from feveral 
parts of Europe, who have been greatly encouraged to fettle thére, not’ 
only by perfonal application and invitauion, but by the fuperior advan- 
tages of the climate, which is much more moderate than oars. ‘Thefe 
I take to be the caufes of the quick fettlement of Pénfilvania, rather 
than the reafon afligned by the above quoted Author. And thus much. 
| thought it neceflary to obferve, in order to clear my country from the 
d@ifadvantageous view in which it has been placed. te 

A. N, 


P,S. Etake it for granted, that the encreafing of the people: mu 
be implied and underftood, when the above Author fays, that Penfil- 
vania excels New-England fo much in commerce, and the improvement 
of the lands, €c. becaufe it is hard to conceive how religious laws coiild 
have any tendency to prevent the increafe of commerce, or the improve. 
ment of lands after people had got well fettled ; unlefs thofe religious 
laws prevented contraband trade, or obliged the people to attend their: 
devotions fo much, that they had not time to till their lands. But it is’ 
eafy to conceive how far very rigid laws, of any kind, may have a ten« 
dency to difcourage fettlers from reforting to any place where fuch laws: 
are eftablifhed ; and even to drive the inhabitants away from their native 
country: of which laft mentioned coniequence New-England will afford 
a ftriking inftance. : 





Fo the Proprreror of the Montury Review. 
SIR, 


“JN the Review for January laft, one of the learned Reviewers wifhes 
to know, whether the fame form [as in Ridley’s] be retained in 
the patents of our bifhops in thefe times ; for it is fo excellent, that, he 
hopes, it is not difufed. Notwithftanding his Aopes, I greatly fufpet . 
that he means to infinuate, that the fame form is zot made ule of at 
prefent.—And, indeed, it is true, that it is not now made ufe of: 
but why? For the ftrongeft reafon in the world ;—becaufe the bifhops 
don’t now hold their fees, as they did in the time of Edward VI. by the 
king’s patent, but in a more conftitutional manner, in virtue of the- 
ftatute 1. Eliz. cap. i. which revived the ftat. 25. Hen. VINE. 20. which 
had been repealed by the influence of Edw. Vith’s miniftry, who 
wanted to make the church entirely dependent on the ftate. 
lam, Sir, your humble fervant, 


| March 7. 1764. EBORACENSIS. 


P. S. In your laft Appendix is an anecdote concerning Dr. St—— 
and that wicked wight Mart. Bradfard; which may be very true: but 
i think the Reviewer a little mittakea, in ftiling the faid Mazt. of the 
county of Linco/nza. 1 knew the man about a5 years ago. He was 
then re€tor of Elton in Nottingham/bire. He atterwards became reftor 
of Waltham on the Woulds, in Leicefterfoire, and prebendary of Sough- 
well; but I never heard his having any relation to Lincolufbire ; thoagh, 
indeed, Elton, the place of his refidence, was not above three or four 
miles diftance from the borders of that county.—In the fame° article, 
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p- 542. mention is made of the Péeiades being called in the north, of 

England, St. Peter’s Yardward. Here, I fuppofe, is an error of the 
refs :—for Yardward, read Yardwaad. I have fometimes heard Orion’, 
elt, called the Taylor’s Yardwand. 


HE letter from Berkhire, figned Peregrinus, is thankfully received, 

The book therein mentioned (Nouvelles Amufemens de Spa) has 

not been yet feen by the Reviewers ;—who were mifled by a character of 

that work from abroad. ‘They are now poffefied of furer means of in. 

formation concerning foreign literature, than they were’able to obtain 
during the late war, viz. a perufal of the books themfelves. . 


*,* The charafter of the Nouvelles Amufemens de Spa, as given by 
our correfpondent, is that of a work contemptible in the highel degree, 
and only tolerable where it borrows from the old amufements, from 
which it pilfers without mercy, (but not without owning it) fometimes 
for thirty pages together.—** As I {pent fome time,” adds he, “ at Spa, 
and was there at the very juncture when this ridiculous hotch-potch was 
publithed; I was a witnefs to the great contempt with which it was 
treated by every one, native and foreigner, indifcriminately. 


«<< The real hiftory,”” continues our correfpondent, “ of this uncouth 
production, is as follows : Cuftom has made it a rule, that every 
foreigner, as foon as he reaches Spa, immediately enquires for the 
Amufements. Now the old Amufements being wrote by a refugee 
Frenchman, one La Riviere, breathe fuch a fpirit of liberty, both in 
matters of religion and government, that they are no way calculated for 
the latitude of fo very defpotic and fo very bigotted a fyftem of govern- 
ment as that of the bifhoprick of Liege. ‘The Capuchins too, a very 

owerful body at Spa, have been feverely, and indeed virulently faty- 
rized by La Riviere ;-—and all thefe circumftances confidered, it cannot 
be much wondered at, that no bookfeller is fond of keeping many co- 
pies of fo dangerous a work in his magazine, though fure of a fpeedy 
fale. 


«* From thefe circumftances, Dr. Limburg, a phyfician at Spa, de- 
termined to publifh a new edition of the 4mu/fements, by way of dia- 
logue; but é mangled, io unconnetted, that, if any new argument 
was wanted againft the appearance of departed fouls, the peaceable de- 
meanour of the fpirit of La Riviere is proof enough againft King James 
and Glanville-—Yet wretched as the work is, it has fold well, partly 
from the old one being out of print, and partly from the engravings, 
which, though ill done, give a competent idea of the fountains and gar- 
dens about Spa.—I need fay no more on this fubject, being very certain 
that the principles of civil and religious liberty, which have hitherto fo 
ftrongly diftinguifhed the criticifms of the Monthly Review, will in- 
duce its Authors to honour the writer of a book fo highly tinétared 
with the fpirit of freedom, as is the o/d Amufements, and to contemn fo 
ill-digefted, fo crude a performance as the new.” 


*,* The Reviewers are obliged to Peregrinus, for the candour with 
which he [peaks of them, and of their labours; and will be glad of his 
correfpondence on any literary fubjeét. 





( The Sexmons in our next. ) 








